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From beer labelsto literary classics like A River Runs Through It, trout fishing is
abeloved feature of the iconography of the American West. But as Jen Brown
demonstratesin Trout Culture: How Fly Fishing Forever Changed the Rocky
Mountain West, the popular conception of Rocky Mountain trout fishing asa
guintessential experience of communion with nature belies the sport's long
history of environmental manipulation, engineering, and, ultimately,
transformation.

A fly-fishing enthusiast herself, Brown places the rise of recreationa trout
fishing in alocal and global context. Globally, she shows how the European sport
of fly-fishing came to be a defining, tourist-attracting feature of the expanding
19th-century American West. Locally, she traces the way that the burgeoning
fly-fishing tourist industry shaped the environmental, economic, and social
development of the Western United States: introducing and stocking favored fish
species, eradicating the less favored native "trash fish," changing the courses of
waterways, and leading to conflicts with Native Americans fishing and territorial
rights. Through this analysis, Brown demonstrates that the majestic trout streams
often considered a timeless feature of the American West are in fact the product
of countless human interventions adding up to a profound manipulation of the
Rocky Mountain environment.
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Trout Culture: How Fly Fishing Forever Changed the Rocky Mountain West (Emil and Kathleen Sick
Book Seriesin Western History and Biography) By Jen Corrinne Brown

From beer labelsto literary classics like A River Runs Through It, trout fishing is a beloved feature of the
iconography of the American West. But as Jen Brown demonstratesin Trout Culture: How Fly Fishing
Forever Changed the Rocky Mountain West, the popular conception of Rocky Mountain trout fishing as a
guintessential experience of communion with nature belies the sport's long history of environmental
manipulation, engineering, and, ultimately, transformation.

A fly-fishing enthusiast herself, Brown places the rise of recreational trout fishing in alocal and global
context. Globally, she shows how the European sport of fly-fishing came to be a defining, tourist-attracting
feature of the expanding 19th-century American West. Locally, she traces the way that the burgeoning fly-
fishing tourist industry shaped the environmental, economic, and social development of the Western United
States: introducing and stocking favored fish species, eradicating the less favored native "trash fish,"
changing the courses of waterways, and leading to conflicts with Native Americans' fishing and territorial
rights. Through this analysis, Brown demonstrates that the majestic trout streams often considered a timeless
feature of the American West arein fact the product of countless human interventions adding up to a
profound manipulation of the Rocky Mountain environment.
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Editorial Review
Review

[T]hisis awell-researched, richly detailed history of trout and trout fishing in the Mountain West that, as the
author promises, ‘overturns the biggest fish story ever told.--John Gierach"Wall Street Journal” (01/01/2015)

[A] remarkable book. Brown's pithy, beautifully written prose conveys an important message: that anglers
and managers need to stop imagining western lakes and rivers as wild places and start thinking about how
the human history of Rocky Mountain trout has had a disastrous impact on ecologically significant native
species that gentedl recreationists too readily deemed 'trash fish.'--Miles Powell"Western Historical
Quarterly" (01/01/2016)

[T]hisisawell-researched, richly detailed history of trout and trout fishing in the Mountain West that, as the
author promises, ‘overturns the biggest fish story ever told.'

--John Gierach"Wall Street Journal" (01/01/2015)

Thisis awell-researched, richly detailed history of trout and trout fishing in the Mountain West that, as the
author promises, 'overturns the biggest fish story ever told.’

--John Gierach"Wall Street Journal" (01/01/2015)

[A] remarkable book. Brown's pithy, beautifully written prose conveys an important message: that anglers
and managers need to stop imagining western lakes and rivers as wild places and start thinking about how
the human history of Rocky Mountain trout has had a disastrous impact on ecologically significant native
species that genteel recreationists too readily deemed ?trash fish.?

--Miles PowelI"Western Historical Quarterly" (01/01/2016)

Review

"In wonderfully approachable prose Jen Corrinne Brown guides readers through the many environmental
manipul ations that were needed to create the mountain states' renowned trout fisheries. In the process, she
ties fly-fishing into the wider history of outdoor recreation and environmental change in the West, giving
anyone who loves the region or the sport much food for thought."AWilliam Philpott, author of Vacationland:
Tourism and Environment in the Colorado High Country

"A truly intriguing argument that reshapes our understanding of the region, its environment, and culture.
Features awealth of original research."?Michael W. Childers, author of Colorado Powder Keg: Ski Resorts
and the Environmental Movement

"Jen Corrine Brown's timely and well-researched Trout Culture should become a key feature of the national
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conversation over the ecological, economic, and recreational future of western rivers. Whether we knew it or
not, we have been waiting for this book."?Paul Schullery, author of Cowboy Trout and If Fish Could Scream

"A welcome and clear-eyed history of Rocky Mountain fly fishing, Trout Culture links the growth of the
sport and its passionate following to western tourism, and, most importantly, to a history of fish management
and environmental change that reveals the significant and often troubling results of our fascination with
trout. Fishing enthusiasts and western historians alike should read this book; they will never look at atrout
stream the same way again." ?Annie Gilbert Coleman, University of Notre Dame

From the Author

Starting in the 1860s and continuing for over a century, fish culturalists and anglers introduced new fish
species and stocked billions of hatchery trout in western waters. In narrating this history, | demonstrate that
the iconography of western fly fishing and the nostalgia for majestic trout streams was not a timeless feature
of the West, but rather the product of anglers, fisheries managers, tourists, guides, local business people, and
regional boosters and their century-long profound manipulation of the Rocky Mountain environment. This
manuscript situates these changing historical developments within various scales, from the local and
watershed levels to national conservation policy and a transnational angling culture. By shifting the
geographical framework in away that addresses multiple scales of environmental change, this manuscript
moves western history beyond the provincialism of many place histories and the determinism of strictly
bioregional approaches. By doing so, it allows historians to circumvent the dichotomy of process versus
place that has dominated western historiography. In addition, by examining how local places and people
shaped national and transnational developments in fisheries conservation, a clearer picture of western
conservation emerges, one that does not match the recent historiographic thrust of conservation history that
has centered on its elite character. This manuscript has the potential to reach a broad audience beyond
western and environmental historians and their students. It should furnish important context and background
to the current work of many western conservationists, fisheries biologists, and fisheries managers. The focus
on fly fishing will tap into this large readership of fly fishers and fly-fishing tourists.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Jerrod Spicher:

Now aday people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not call for people to be aware of each information they get. How alot more
to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help people out of this uncertainty Information especially this Trout Culture: How Fly
Fishing Forever Changed the Rocky Mountain West (Emil and Kathleen Sick Book Seriesin Western
History and Biography) book since this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the data
in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Sabra Fitzgerald:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Do you know? Many alot of people spent they free time just watching TV, aswell as playing
video games dl day long. If you would liketry to find a new activity that islook different you can read any
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book. It isreally fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the entire day to reading
areserve. The book Trout Culture: How Fly Fishing Forever Changed the Rocky Mountain West (Emil and
Kathleen Sick Book Seriesin Western History and Biography) it is rather good to read. There are alot of
those who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space
to deliver this book you can buy the actual e-book. Y ou can mOore effortlessly to read this book through
your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book features high quality.

Geneva Milbourn:

Y ou can spend your free time to study this book this e-book. This Trout Culture: How Fly Fishing Forever
Changed the Rocky Mountain West (Emil and Kathleen Sick Book Seriesin Western History and
Biography) is simple to create you can read it in the park, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did
not have much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you
easier to read it. Y ou can save the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are alot of benefits that you
will get when you buy this book.

Leroy Mallett:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you could haveitin e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This kind of Trout Culture: How Fly Fishing Forever Changed
the Rocky Mountain West (Emil and Kathleen Sick Book Series in Western History and Biography) can give
you alot of close friends because by you taking alook at this one book you have factor that they don't and
make an individual more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you to get
success. This e-book offer you information that probably your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more
than other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? We should have Trout Culture: How Fly Fishing
Forever Changed the Rocky Mountain West (Emil and Kathleen Sick Book Seriesin Western History and

Biography).
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