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The idea that world politics can be understood in terms of a US dominated
unipolarity became generally accepted during the 1990s. Following the
September 11 attacks, however, US foreign policy took an imperial turn and
many began to question the form, style and substance of US leadership at the
start of the 21st Century.

But why is the US behaving as if it lived in a world of enemies? What can other
great powers do to change the behaviour of the US, and what will be the
consequences if they fail? Could the EU and China become superpowers
alongside the US? And what would happen if the US stepped down from its
superpowers role creating a world with only great powers and no superpowers?

In this important new book, Barry Buzan seeks to provide answers to these
pressing questions. He begins by introducing the core concepts of polarity and
identity in world politics, which he uses to develop three possible scenarios for
the future development of the international political system. Buzan contends that
we are not living in a strictly unipolar world, where the great powers are helpless
in the face of the US. Instead he argues that the existence of great powers
alongside an American superpower plays a crucial role in creating both
opportunities and responsibilities which will shape the way in which world
politics unfolds in the coming decades. What the great powers do or don't do will
be crucial to how long US dominance lasts. It will also help determine whether
the period of American hegemony will develop or destroy the unique multilateral
international society built up by US foreign policy over the last half century.
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The idea that world politics can be understood in terms of a US dominated unipolarity became generally
accepted during the 1990s. Following the September 11 attacks, however, US foreign policy took an imperial
turn and many began to question the form, style and substance of US leadership at the start of the 21st
Century.

But why is the US behaving as if it lived in a world of enemies? What can other great powers do to change
the behaviour of the US, and what will be the consequences if they fail? Could the EU and China become
superpowers alongside the US? And what would happen if the US stepped down from its superpowers role
creating a world with only great powers and no superpowers?

In this important new book, Barry Buzan seeks to provide answers to these pressing questions. He begins by
introducing the core concepts of polarity and identity in world politics, which he uses to develop three
possible scenarios for the future development of the international political system. Buzan contends that we
are not living in a strictly unipolar world, where the great powers are helpless in the face of the US. Instead
he argues that the existence of great powers alongside an American superpower plays a crucial role in
creating both opportunities and responsibilities which will shape the way in which world politics unfolds in
the coming decades. What the great powers do or don't do will be crucial to how long US dominance lasts. It
will also help determine whether the period of American hegemony will develop or destroy the unique
multilateral international society built up by US foreign policy over the last half century.
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Editorial Review

Review
"The argument is rigorous and intriguing - revealing both for the limits and possibilities of applying
structural models to grand strategy."

Alex Goodall, Times Higher Education Supplement

"An extremely lucid exposition of contemporary big power international politics, with measured and sensible
glimpses into various conceivable future world orders."

John Dumbrell, International Affairs

"This is a superb piece of scholarship. It both draws on and deepens contemporary IR theory and illuminates
the real world of post-9/11 international relations ... indeed, it does what few current books in IR can claim in
recent years - it truly links the theoretical world to the real world and thereby advances our understandings in
both realms."

John Ikenberry, Georgetown University

"The subject of mapping the international system since the end of the Cold War is one that has attracted a
number of writers, but few have approached it with the clarity and rigour of this text. Barry Buzan writes
very well, with the result that his argument is readily accessible and easy to engage with."

James Mayall, University of Cambridge

From the Back Cover
The idea that world politics can be understood in terms of a US dominated unipolarity became generally
accepted during the 1990s. Following the September 11 attacks, however, US foreign policy took an imperial
turn and many began to question the form, style and substance of US leadership at the start of the 21st
Century.

But why is the US behaving as if it lived in a world of enemies? What can other great powers do to change
the behaviour of the US, and what will be the consequences if they fail? Could the EU and China become
superpowers alongside the US? And what would happen if the US stepped down from its superpowers role
creating a world with only great powers and no superpowers?

In this important new book, Barry Buzan seeks to provide answers to these pressing questions. He begins by
introducing the core concepts of polarity and identity in world politics, which he uses to develop three
possible scenarios for the future development of the international political system. Buzan contends that we
are not living in a strictly unipolar world, where the great powers are helpless in the face of the US. Instead
he argues that the existence of great powers alongside an American superpower plays a crucial role in
creating both opportunities and responsibilities which will shape the way in which world politics unfolds in
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the coming decades. What the great powers do or don't do will be crucial to how long US dominance lasts. It
will also help determine whether the period of American hegemony will develop or destroy the unique
multilateral international society built up by US foreign policy over the last half century.

About the Author
Barry Buzan is Professor of International Relations at the London School of Economics and Political
Science.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Louis Watson:

The book The United States and the Great Powers: World Politics in the Twenty-First Century give you a
sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book
can to be your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem along with your subject. If you
can make studying a book The United States and the Great Powers: World Politics in the Twenty-First
Century to be your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your
knowledge about several or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like open and read a reserve
The United States and the Great Powers: World Politics in the Twenty-First Century. Kinds of book are
several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this
reserve?

Elmer Pereira:

This The United States and the Great Powers: World Politics in the Twenty-First Century is great publication
for you because the content that is full of information for you who have always deal with world and also
have to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it information accurately using great organize
word or we can claim no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole
details in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but tough core information with
beautiful delivering sentences. Having The United States and the Great Powers: World Politics in the
Twenty-First Century in your hand like having the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous just
one. We can say that no reserve that offer you world within ten or fifteen second right but this book already
do that. So , this is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt this?

Arthur Freeman:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will
make professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
much easier to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet,
newspaper, book, and soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book.
The particular book that recommended to your account is The United States and the Great Powers: World
Politics in the Twenty-First Century this e-book consist a lot of the information on the condition of this
world now. That book was represented how can the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer
value to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some research when he makes this book.
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Honestly, that is why this book suitable all of you.

Robert Lyman:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book but additionally novel and The United States and the Great Powers:
World Politics in the Twenty-First Century or others sources were given expertise for you. After you know
how the good a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or perhaps
students especially. Those publications are helping them to add their knowledge. In various other case,
beside science reserve, any other book likes The United States and the Great Powers: World Politics in the
Twenty-First Century to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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