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'Arlene Chai comes to popular fiction like a fresh breeze. She brings with her an
exotic personal background and a tradition of storytelling which, blended with a
real ability to write, gives her first novel a maturity and sophistication which will
add greatly to your appreciation of this truly exciting writer. You will love this
book.' - BRYCE COURTENAY 'A remarkable first novel!' - AMY TAN
Between the generations, there are always secrets - relationships kept hidden,
past events obscured, true feelings not spoken. But sometimes the truth must be
told...Caridad is a wife and mother, a native of the Philippines living in Australia.
Out of the blue, Caridad's mother summons her home to reveal a secret that has
been weighing heavily upon her for years. So begins Caridad's journey of
discovery as she is given the gift of her past.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Called back home from Australia to the Philippines by an enigmatic letter from her mother, Caridad begins
an emotional journey of self-discovery. The truth emerges in first person accounts by the women involved--
Caridad, her mother Thelma, her aunt Emma, and her cousin, Ligaya--and presents a tale of personal tragedy
and social devastation during the wartime Japanese occupation, and then during the post-war invasion of
American troops billeted at the huge naval bases, which brought the seediest of western culture to the people
of Manila.

From Publishers Weekly
The central story in this interesting but uneven debut novel by Filipina author Chai concerns a woman who
discovers the truth about her parentage. Caridad, a Filipino woman living in Sydney, Australia, with her
teenage daughter, discovers on a trip home to Manila that her elderly mother, Thelma, is actually her
aunt?and that her vivacious aunt Emma is her mother. Using multiple, shifting first-person perspectives,
these three women, as well as Caridad's beautiful, bitter cousin, Ligaya, relate the long story of why this
secret adoption took place. The voices of the four women are virtually identical, however, and sometimes
lapse into cliched musings about life and love. More compelling is the seamlessly interwoven background
Chai provides: 50 years of history in the Philippines?from the WWII Japanese invasion and its vividly
recounted brutalities through the battle for liberation (in which systematic American bombing caused more
damage than three years of Japanese occupation) to the Marcoses' 20-year rule and the subsequent People's
Power revolution. Fascinating side lights illuminate the subtleties of race relations among native Filipinos
and the other ethnic strands in the island's social fabric: "the Spaniards they feared and envied; the Chinese
they hated and envied." Chai's prose is devoid of stylistic flourish and the narrative is often repetitious and
digressive. When she tells of life in the evacuation camps or in war-decimated Manila, however, the
descriptions are sensual and palpably detailed. Thus the truth about Caridad's past pales against Chai's
evocation of her country's travails. $250,000 ad/promo; Literary Guild alternate.
Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Caridad, a Filipino woman with an 18-year-old daughter, is called home from Australia to Manila by her
aging mother and told that she was adopted as an infant. She learns that her real mother is her aunt Emma
and that her cousins are really her sisters. Long-buried memories of early confusion resurface as Caridad's
relatives help piece together the puzzle of her past. This absorbing first novel relates the lives of four women
in one Filipino family against a tumultuous historical backdrop ranging from World War II through the fall
of the Marcos regime. For the American reader, it offers informative glimpses into the extent and mixed
effects of the U.S. involvement in the Philippines. Highly recommended for all fiction collections.?Sheila M.
Riley, Smithsonian Inst. Libs., Washington, D.C.
Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lucille Roller:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like
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reading book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a publication will
give you a lot of new info. When you read a guide you will get new information since book is one of
numerous ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially fictional works book the author will bring someone to
imagine the story how the people do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other
people. When you read this The Last Time I Saw Mother (U), you may tells your family, friends in addition
to soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a
publication.

Jon Gonzalez:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world may share
their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their own reader with
their story or maybe their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the publications. But also they
write about the knowledge about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl,
or how to teach children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to
improve their skill in writing, they also doing some study before they write on their book. One of them is this
The Last Time I Saw Mother (U).

Timothy Rhine:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its handle may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside look
likes. Maybe you answer may be The Last Time I Saw Mother (U) why because the excellent cover that
make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is usually fantastic
as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Marivel Tye:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many query for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but in addition novel and The Last Time I Saw Mother (U) as well as
others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel want
to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or even students especially. Those guides are
helping them to bring their knowledge. In additional case, beside science book, any other book likes The
Last Time I Saw Mother (U) to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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