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The beauty of the human body has found a daring beholder in art historian
George Hersey, who for the first time brings modern Darwinian theories of
sexual selection (mate competition, attractor manipulation, and the like) into the
history of art. The Evolution of Allure shows how Western art has channeled
mate choice, exploiting the cosmetics, clothes, muscles, organs, and ornaments
that showcase the body. From the Medici Venusto Vitruvius, Leonardo, Direr,
and the phone-sex goddesses of D-Cup Superstars, Hersey's lively, erotically
charged text shows that the formulas set forth by the Greek sculptor Polykleitos
have established a Western canon of human gestures and proportions and may
have influenced human evolution.
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like) into the history of art. The Evolution of Allure shows how Western art has channeled mate choice,
exploiting the cosmetics, clothes, muscles, organs, and ornaments that showcase the body. From the Medici
Venusto Vitruvius, Leonardo, Direr, and the phone-sex goddesses of D-Cup Superstars, Hersey's lively,
erotically charged text shows that the formulas set forth by the Greek sculptor Polykleitos have established a
Western canon of human gestures and proportions and may have influenced human evolution.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

Y ale University's George Hersey has come up with an entertaining theory that introduces Darwinian
concepts of sexual selection to art history. Briefly stated, his argument goes like this. human beings have
chosen their sexual mates based on artistic representations of beauty, as aresult of which the human form has
gradually evolved to mirror the proportions of those representations. Hersey admits up front that his
hypothesisis largely unprovable, but it's still great fun to consider, particularly since he manages to cram a
lot of information about everything from prehistoric sculpture to the Incredible Hulk into approximately 200
pages without resorting to an excessive amount of stuffy academic jargon. This book will give your brain
muscles aworkout, but one that any art lover should enjoy.

Review

"Hersey . . . estblishes compelling connections between high art and popular culture in this entertaining
interdisciplinary romp."
—Choice

"A highly interesting look of the element of 'beauty' as manifested in art throughout the ages."
—Art Times

About the Author

George Hersey is Emeritus Professor of Art History at Yae University. Heis the author of numerous books,
including The Evolution of Allure: Sexual Selection from the Medici Venus to the Incredible Hulk (MIT
Press, 1996) and The Lost Meaning of Classical Architecture: Speculations on Ornament from Vitruvius to
Venturi (MIT Press, 1988).

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Ellen Wirth:

Book isto be different for every single grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As we know
that book is very important for all of us. The book The Evolution of Allure: Sexual Selection from the
Medici Venus to the Incredible Hulk had been making you to know about other information and of course
you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The publication The Evolution of Allure:
Sexual Selection from the Medici Venusto the Incredible Hulk is not only giving you considerably more
new information but also for being your friend when you sense bored. Y ou can spend your own spend time
to read your reserve. Try to make relationship with all the book The Evolution of Allure: Sexual Selection
from the Medici Venusto the Incredible Hulk. Y ou never experience lose out for everything should you read
some books.
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Sheldon M cL ean:

The book untitled The Evolution of Allure: Sexual Selection from the Medici Venus to the Incredible Hulk
contain alot of information on that. The writer explains your ex idea with easy means. The language is very
clear to see al the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was published by
famous author. The author brings you in the new age of literary works. Y ou can easily read this book
because you can please read on your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book inside anywhere and
anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can available their official web-site along with order it. Have a
nice study.

Nathan Barnes;

Beside this specific The Evolution of Allure: Sexual Selection from the Medici Venusto the Incredible Hulk
in your phone, it might give you away to get more close to the new knowledge or facts. The information and
the knowledge you may got here is fresh from the oven so don't possibly be worry if you fed like an old
people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have The Evolution of Allure: Sexual Selection from
the Medici Venusto the Incredible Hulk because this book offers to your account readable information. Do
you often have book but you don't get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that wil happen if you
have thisinside your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful
island. Techniques you still want to miss this? Find this book in addition to read it from today!

Michael Spicer:

Guide is one of source of information. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but in addition
native or citizen require book to know the up-date information of year to be able to year. Aswe know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, may also bring usto around the
world. From the book The Evolution of Allure: Sexual Selection from the Medici Venusto the Incredible
Hulk we can take more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To be creative person must
liketo read a book. Merely choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't become doubt to change
your life at this book The Evolution of Allure: Sexual Selection from the Medici Venusto the Incredible
Hulk. Y ou can more attractive than now.
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