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The Battle of Kosovo of 1389 holds enormous significance in the formation of
modern Balkan nation states, especially among South Slav and Serbian
nationalist circles. What has given this single battle such resonance, even more
than six centuries later, and what does it reveal about the complex tangle of
identity in the contemporary Balkans?

Robert Elsie’s beautiful new translation brings a little-known Albanian epic
account of the battle between the Ottoman Sultan Murat I and a coalition of
Balkan forces brilliantly to life. The fantastic tale of Murat’s campaign in
Kosovo and his assassination by the Albanian knight Millosh Kopiliq is more
often presented from the Serb perspective, which extols particularly the valour of
the Serbian knight Milos Obilic. By proposing an alternative narrative, The Battle
of Kosovo offers a more nuanced understanding of this powerful myth of
nationalism and belonging. Anna Di Lellio’s sensitive commentary explores the
significance of this epic poem and of the battle more generally in post-war
Kosovo in reinforcing a collective identity that emphasises resistance against
foreign oppression and identifies strongly with a European, predominantly
Christian culture. The Battle of Kosovo is an important addition to our
understanding of the past, present and future of this complex Balkan nation as
well as the broader issues of national memory and identity.
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The Battle of Kosovo of 1389 holds enormous significance in the formation of modern Balkan nation states,
especially among South Slav and Serbian nationalist circles. What has given this single battle such
resonance, even more than six centuries later, and what does it reveal about the complex tangle of identity in
the contemporary Balkans?

Robert Elsie’s beautiful new translation brings a little-known Albanian epic account of the battle between the
Ottoman Sultan Murat I and a coalition of Balkan forces brilliantly to life. The fantastic tale of Murat’s
campaign in Kosovo and his assassination by the Albanian knight Millosh Kopiliq is more often presented
from the Serb perspective, which extols particularly the valour of the Serbian knight Milos Obilic. By
proposing an alternative narrative, The Battle of Kosovo offers a more nuanced understanding of this
powerful myth of nationalism and belonging. Anna Di Lellio’s sensitive commentary explores the
significance of this epic poem and of the battle more generally in post-war Kosovo in reinforcing a collective
identity that emphasises resistance against foreign oppression and identifies strongly with a European,
predominantly Christian culture. The Battle of Kosovo is an important addition to our understanding of the
past, present and future of this complex Balkan nation as well as the broader issues of national memory and
identity.
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Editorial Review

Review
'The construction of national identities in the Balkans has been a fascinating process of creativity and
destruction, of enrichment and impoverishment, for the history of the ethno-linguistic groups who once
shared a common past. The Battle of Kosovo 1389 vividly illustrates this tragic duplicity, which continues
even today in the region among Albanians and Serbs, as well as other ethnic groups, and can often descend
into a history of insults and injuries. In contrast Anna Di Lellio suggests how, through the confrontation of
different narratives of the same past, it is possible to build a postnationalistic narrative.' - Fatos Lubonja,
author of Second Sentence: Inside the Albanian Gulag; 'Anna Di Lellio has afforded us a rare insight into an
alternative - Albanian - tradition of the Battle of Kosovo. This valuable collection, meticulously translated,
edited and commented, represents a labor of love that is simultaneously of great importance for all students
of the Balkan past.' - Ivo Banac, Bradford Durfee Professor of History, Yale University; 'A superb volume
with a fluent, close and eloquent translation. The Battle of Kosovo 1389 is a remarkable feat of synthesis - of
interest to folklorists, linguists, anthropologists, Ottomanists and those who are interested in movements in
contemporary history.' - Harry Norris, Professor Emeritus, School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS),
University of London

About the Author

Anna Di Lellio is Lecturer at the Graduate Program in International Relations at the New School University
in New York and at the Kosovo Institute of Journalism and Communication in Prishtina.  She is the editor of
The Case for Kosova: A Passage to Independence. A sociologist, journalist and policy analyst who has
worked in and on Kosovo for the past ten years, she holds a PhD in Sociology from Columbia University and
a Masters in Public Policy from the Wagner School of Public Service at New York University.

Robert Elsie is a writer, translator, interpreter and specialist in Albanian studies. He has worked on Albanian
culture and history for thirty years. Among his numerous publications, the translation of the Albanian classic,
Gjergj Fishta’s The Highland Lute (I.B.Tauris), represents perhaps the most remarkable achievement.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Rita Dubois:

With other case, little individuals like to read book The Battle of Kosovo 1389: An Albanian Epic. You can
choose the best book if you want reading a book. Given that we know about how is important the book The
Battle of Kosovo 1389: An Albanian Epic. You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by
just a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can recognize everything! From your country
till foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you can know that.
In this era, we are able to open a book as well as searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You should
use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's learn.
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Mary Jones:

The book The Battle of Kosovo 1389: An Albanian Epic can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. So why must we leave the best thing like a book The Battle
of Kosovo 1389: An Albanian Epic? Some of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim that will
book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer using your book.
Knowledge or facts that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you are able to share all of
these. Book The Battle of Kosovo 1389: An Albanian Epic has simple shape however you know: it has great
and massive function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by start and read a publication. So it
is very wonderful.

Ricardo Hayward:

The reason? Because this The Battle of Kosovo 1389: An Albanian Epic is an unordinary book that the
inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will surprise you with the secret it inside.
Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such awesome way makes
the content within easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it
is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This amazing book
will give you a lot of rewards than the other book get such as help improving your ability and your critical
thinking approach. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the book store
hurriedly.

Beth Johnson:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our know-how for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything you want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This e-book The Battle of Kosovo 1389: An Albanian Epic was filled with regards to science.
Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has
different feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can truly feel enjoy
to read a e-book. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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