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The first novel in Colleen Oakes’s epic, imaginative series tells the origin of one
of the most infamous villains—the Queen of Hearts.

This is not the story of the Wonderland we know. Alice has not fallen down a
rabbit hole. This is a Wonderland where beneath each smile lies a secret, each
tart comes with a demand, and only prisoners tell the truth.

Dinah is the princess who will one day reign over Wonderland. She has not yet
seen the dark depths of her kingdom; she longs only for her father’s approval and
a future with the boy she loves. But when a betrayal breaks her heart and
threatens her throne, she is launched into Wonderland’s dangerous political
game. Dinah must stay one step ahead of her cunning enemies or she’ll lose not
just the crown but her head.
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The first novel in Colleen Oakes’s epic, imaginative series tells the origin of one of the most infamous
villains—the Queen of Hearts.

This is not the story of the Wonderland we know. Alice has not fallen down a rabbit hole. This is a
Wonderland where beneath each smile lies a secret, each tart comes with a demand, and only prisoners tell
the truth.

Dinah is the princess who will one day reign over Wonderland. She has not yet seen the dark depths of her
kingdom; she longs only for her father’s approval and a future with the boy she loves. But when a betrayal
breaks her heart and threatens her throne, she is launched into Wonderland’s dangerous political game.
Dinah must stay one step ahead of her cunning enemies or she’ll lose not just the crown but her head.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Gr 9 Up—Readers get a peek into the story behind the darkly twisted world of Wonderland before Alice
arrived. Fifteen-year-old Princess Dinah, heir to the throne of Wonderland, tries to navigate her way to
power around the ruthlessly brutal King; her half-sister, Vittore; her much adored "mad" brother Charles,
who is the direct heir, but not able to take on the responsibilities of the throne; and an interesting hierarchy of
characters who are either in support of or in opposition to her becoming the "Queen of Hearts" once she turns
18. In The Crown, readers catch a glimpse of the causes of the future Queen's anger-management issues and
mistrust of people. Surrounded by few friends and numerous enemies—with the shape-shifter and king's
advisor Cheshire being the most dangerous of all—Dinah lives in constant fear and is forced to hide her true
feelings for mere survival. In The Wonder, Dinah is in exile, hiding from the king's assassins, and purported
to be a traitor and murderer. Oakes expertly expands the children's classic into a complex and compelling
series of plot twists that uncover the future Queen of Hearts's true origins. The author fleshes out some of the
quirks in Carroll's work and adds more depth to the source material's secondary characters. Familiarity with
the original isn't necessary, but will add richness to this tale. VERDICT Complete with a mad tea party in the
woods, this cinematic series has just the right amount of fantasy and epic suspense to keep even the strongest
of hearts on the edge of their seats.—Sabrina Carnesi, Crittenden Middle School, Newport News, VA

Review
“Oakes continues to weave literary magic as she pulls you down the rabbit hole into a Wonderland like
you’ve never read before.” (NEW YORK TIMES bestselling author Chanda Hahn)

Fans of Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland will enjoy the twists Oakes gives to familiar characters. Heart-
stopping action makes the pages fly, and Dinah’s struggle to stay true to herself amid impossible
expectations resonates. (Publishers Weekly)

This latest in fairy tales retold makes the classic villain less villainous by showing her tenderhearted
backstory. (Booklist)

Every good villain deserves an origin story, and Oakes offers a fascinating glimpse into the mad queen’s
complex and heartbreaking past. The novel offers some wonderful reinventions of Carroll’s classic, and fans
of Alice’s more sinister elements will appreciate Oakes’ macabre touches. (Bulletin of the Center for
Children’s Books)

From the Back Cover

ONLY QUEENS WITH HEARTS CAN BLEED.

This is not the story of the Wonderland we know. Alice has not fallen down a rabbit hole. There is no all-
knowing cat with a taunting smile. This is a Wonderland where beneath each smile lies a secret, each tart
comes with a demand, and only prisoners tell the truth.

Dinah is the princess who will one day reign over Wonderland. She has not yet seen the dark depths of her
kingdom; she longs only for her father’s approval and a future with the boy she loves. But when a betrayal
breaks her heart and threatens her throne, she is launched into Wonderland’s dangerous political game.
Dinah must stay one step ahead of her cunning enemies or she’ll lose not just the crown but her head.
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Evil is brewing in Wonderland and maybe, most frighteningly, in Dinah herself.

The first novel in Colleen Oakes’s epic, imaginative series proves heroes can become villains and fairy tales
can become nightmares.

This is not a story of happily ever after.

This is the story of the Queen of Hearts.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Glenn Flinchum:

This Queen of Hearts book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The
benefit you will get by reading this book is definitely information inside this book incredible fresh, you will
get data which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. That Queen of Hearts
without we understand teach the one who studying it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't
be worry Queen of Hearts can bring any time you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves'
grow to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even telephone. This Queen of Hearts having
fine arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Kim Duncan:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the
book which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want have more knowledge just go with training books but if you want truly feel happy read one
having theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The actual Queen of Hearts is kind of publication
which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Angela Drew:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a reserve you will get new information mainly because book is one of many
ways to share the information or their idea. Second, looking at a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially fiction book the author will bring that you imagine the story
how the figures do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other people. When you read
this Queen of Hearts, you are able to tells your family, friends along with soon about yours book. Your
knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a publication.
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Jake Harris:

Within this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more precious than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time very little but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of many books in the top
record in your reading list is definitely Queen of Hearts. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry
Hillsides can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking upward and review this e-book you
can get many advantages.
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