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With an extensive catalog at its heart, Prehistoric Life profiles hundreds of
fascinating species in incredible detail. The story starts in earnest 3.8 billion
years ago, with the earliest-known form of life on Earth, a bacteria that still exists
today, and journeys through action-packed millennia, charting the appearance of
new life forms as well as devastating extinction events. Of course, the ever-
popular and endlessly intriguing dinosaurs feature large, but Prehistoric Life
gives you the whole picture, and the plants, invertebrates, amphibians, birds,
reptiles, and mammals that are the ancestors of today's species also populate its
pages, making this book unprecedented in its coverage of prehistory. Specially
commissioned artworks use cutting-edge technology to render species in
breathtakingly realistic fashion, with astonishing images of prehistoric remains,
such as skeletons and fossils, to complete the story. To put all the evidence in
context, the concept of geological time is explored, as is the classification of
species and how the evidence for their evolution is preserved and can be
deciphered.
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With an extensive catalog at its heart, Prehistoric Life profiles hundreds of fascinating species in incredible
detail. The story starts in earnest 3.8 billion years ago, with the earliest-known form of life on Earth, a
bacteria that still exists today, and journeys through action-packed millennia, charting the appearance of new
life forms as well as devastating extinction events. Of course, the ever-popular and endlessly intriguing
dinosaurs feature large, but Prehistoric Life gives you the whole picture, and the plants, invertebrates,
amphibians, birds, reptiles, and mammals that are the ancestors of today's species also populate its pages,
making this book unprecedented in its coverage of prehistory. Specially commissioned artworks use cutting-
edge technology to render species in breathtakingly realistic fashion, with astonishing images of prehistoric
remains, such as skeletons and fossils, to complete the story. To put all the evidence in context, the concept
of geological time is explored, as is the classification of species and how the evidence for their evolution is
preserved and can be deciphered.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
Condensing millions of years of life on earth into a 512-page single-volume encyclopedia, this ambitious
work presents earth’s history from its formation through the Mesolithic period (Middle Stone Age). Divided
into three sections, Prehistoric Life begins with a brief look at “Young Earth.” Two-page spreads examine
topics such as plate tectonics, fossils, and the geological timescale. The bulk of the volume discusses “Life
on Earth” and is divided by era from the Archean through the Quaternary. Each section introduces the plants,
invertebrates, and vertebrates (as applicable) representative of that time period. The final section delves into
“The Rise of the Humans” and discusses human relatives, ancestors, origins, and migration patterns.
Although a wealth of scientific information is provided, the illustrative material is the star of this volume.
The collection of full-color photographs of fossils (ranging from spore to dinosaur) and skeletons show
amazing detail and clarity. Visitors to a natural history museum could not explore the number of examples
contained here. Where actual photographs are obviously not available, DK commissioned 3-D images,
“modeled using scientific research” to bring life-forms to the page for readers. Photographs and other images
are accompanied by information about the creature such as name, group, date, and location. Scaled images
(of either a thumb, a hand, or a human) are used to help readers visualize actual sizes. Geared to adults, this
work will find popularity with science enthusiasts and browsers alike. Because of the relatively low cost,
public libraries will likely want more than one copy. High schools with a strong science program will want to
consider purchase for their library or science department. --Shauna Yusko

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Paul McKinney:

Inside other case, little folks like to read book Prehistoric Life: The Definitive Visual History of Life on
Earth. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. As long as we know about how is important
some sort of book Prehistoric Life: The Definitive Visual History of Life on Earth. You can add
understanding and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from
book you can realize everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple
point until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we could open a book as well as searching by
internet device. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's
examine.

Robert Zamora:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of
new data. When you read a e-book you will get new information since book is one of several ways to share
the information as well as their idea. Second, examining a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to imagine the story how
the people do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to some others. When you read this
Prehistoric Life: The Definitive Visual History of Life on Earth, you could tells your family, friends and also
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soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a e-book.

Michelle Chase:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV,
or perhaps playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that's look different you
can read the book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the whole
day to reading a guide. The book Prehistoric Life: The Definitive Visual History of Life on Earth it is
extremely good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. They were enjoying reading
this book. Should you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the actual e-book. You
can m0ore effortlessly to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book
features high quality.

Drew Poland:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Prehistoric Life: The
Definitive Visual History of Life on Earth, you are able to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still
wish to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't
have it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.
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