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"What a good dog you are. What a fine dog you are. Hachi, you are the best dog
in all of Japan."
Professor Ueno speaks these words to his faithful dog before boarding the train to
work every morning. And every afternoon, just before three o'clock, Hachi is at
the train station to greet his beloved master. One day, the train arrives at the
station without the professor. Hachi waits.
For ten years, Hachi waits for his master to return. Not even Yasuo, the young
boy who takes care of Hachi, can persuade him to leave his post.
Hachiko Waits, a novel inspired by a true story, brings to life the legendary Akita
who became a national symbol for loyalty and devotion. This is a must-read for
dog lovers of all ages.

Hachiko Waits is a 2005 Bank Street - Best Children's Book of the Year.
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"What a good dog you are. What a fine dog you are. Hachi, you are the best dog in all of Japan."
Professor Ueno speaks these words to his faithful dog before boarding the train to work every morning. And
every afternoon, just before three o'clock, Hachi is at the train station to greet his beloved master. One day,
the train arrives at the station without the professor. Hachi waits.
For ten years, Hachi waits for his master to return. Not even Yasuo, the young boy who takes care of Hachi,
can persuade him to leave his post.
Hachiko Waits, a novel inspired by a true story, brings to life the legendary Akita who became a national
symbol for loyalty and devotion. This is a must-read for dog lovers of all ages.

Hachiko Waits is a 2005 Bank Street - Best Children's Book of the Year.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Grade 3-5–Newman adds characters and incidents to flesh out this true story of an Akita who became a
national symbol for loyalty and hope by waiting–for 10 years–at a Japanese commuter train station for his
dead master to return. Hachi accompanies Professor Ueno to Shibuya Station every morning, then returns at
three o'clock to welcome him back. After his owner dies suddenly at work, the dog continues his afternoon
vigil for the rest of his life, earning such notoriety that the honorific "ko" is attached to his name. After his
death, a statue in his memory is erected near his accustomed spot on the platform. Newman gives Hachiko a
young human friend, Yasuo, who over a span of years helps to provide the dog with food and water. He later
proposes to his future wife under that statue. Kodaira's ink-and-wash illustrations feature a noble-looking
pooch surrounded by human admirers. Although the dialogue tends to be stilted, this more-developed
alternative to Pamela S. Turner's Hachiko: The True Story of a Loyal Dog (Houghton, 2004) will effectively
draw readers.–John Peters, New York Public Library
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
Gr. 3-5. Hachi, an Akita pup, reveres his master and likes nothing more than accompanying Japanese
professor Eizaburo Ueno to his morning train and then meeting him in the afternoon. One day the professor
dies while at work, yet the faithful Hachi awaits his return at the station every day until his own death some
10 years later. Newman's fictionalized account of this true story adds a young boy, Yasuo, who befriends the
dog and the professor and later cares for Hachi during his steadfast vigil at the Shibuya, Japan, train station.
Yasuo brings a childhood focus to the poignant story and keeps it from becoming overly depressing, and
Kodaira's soft, black-and-white sketches help to break up the chapters for younger readers and add interest to
the story. Aimed at an older audience than Pamela S. Turner's picture book Hachiko: The True Story of a
Loyal Dog [BKL Ap 15 04], this will be popular with dog lovers; consider having a packet of tissues on
hand. Kay Weisman
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review

“Hachiko embodies all the best qualities of a dog. He is loyal, brave, gentle, and childlike. Based on a true
story from Japan, this is a beautiful tribute to a historic dog.” ?Book Sense Pick of the List, Fall 2004

“Lesléa Newman has done an amazing thing. She has written a book that is both profoundly sad and hopeful
at the same time. When the world needs such a story, Hachiko Waits shows us the very best in life: loyalty,
devotion, our ability to love, to nurture, to care about someone other than ourselves--all taught by a beloved,
intelligent and heroic dog. The voice and the art are authentically Japanese, though the heart of the book and
its meanings cross all cultures. This book is for all ages. I love it.” ?Patricia MacLachlan, Newbery Award-
winning author of Sarah, Plain and Tall

“This will be popular with dog lovers; consider having a packet of tissues on hand.” ?Booklist

Users Review

From reader reviews:
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Jackie Lafond:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice by means of surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the idea for a
while is reading. That's why, by reading a reserve your ability to survive improve then having chance to
endure than other is high. For yourself who want to start reading a new book, we give you that Hachiko
Waits: Based on a True Story book as starter and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is more
than just a book.

Dorothy Pierce:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be change about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era which can be always change and make progress. Some
of you maybe will certainly update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for yourself but the
problems coming to you is you don't know what type you should start with. This Hachiko Waits: Based on a
True Story is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you
want and wish in this era.

Tanya Nolan:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its cover may
doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since
fantastic as in the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer is usually Hachiko Waits: Based on a True Story
why because the fantastic cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint
anyone. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will
directly guide you to pick up this book.

Paula Mayo:

With this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. Among the
books in the top list in your reading list is actually Hachiko Waits: Based on a True Story. This book which
can be qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking
upwards and review this book you can get many advantages.
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