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Wolfgang Paalen was a central figure in internationalist surrealist circles in the
late 1930s. Artist and intellectual, he was a European whose fascination with
archaic cultures led him finally to Mexico, where he founded the influential
magazine DYN in 1941. In the bold texts from DYN that make up Form and
Sense, we encounter a unique artistic mind and an oracular voice.

Paalen’s book is an intellectual delight with essays on cubism, surrealism, the
universality of forms in architecture, and the relationships that exist between art
and science. He weaves together the new ideas and archaic inspirations in
twentieth-century painting and sculpture. His nuanced and original
considerations of some key figures—Mondrian, Kandinsky, Picasso—marked
Paalen in turn as a significant thinker in the world of modern art.

This painter’s book, illustrated with carefully chosen examples of the art he
examines, makes us not only understand but also experience the rich interplay
between idea and image that informs the art of our own time. A new introduction
by the scholar Martica Sawin examines Paalen’s career, particularly his
influential writing on surrealism and abstraction.
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Wolfgang Paalen was a central figure in internationalist surrealist circles in the late 1930s. Artist and
intellectual, he was a European whose fascination with archaic cultures led him finally to Mexico, where he
founded the influential magazine DYN in 1941. In the bold texts from DYN that make up Form and Sense, we
encounter a unique artistic mind and an oracular voice.

Paalen’s book is an intellectual delight with essays on cubism, surrealism, the universality of forms in
architecture, and the relationships that exist between art and science. He weaves together the new ideas and
archaic inspirations in twentieth-century painting and sculpture. His nuanced and original considerations of
some key figures—Mondrian, Kandinsky, Picasso—marked Paalen in turn as a significant thinker in the
world of modern art.

This painter’s book, illustrated with carefully chosen examples of the art he examines, makes us not only
understand but also experience the rich interplay between idea and image that informs the art of our own
time. A new introduction by the scholar Martica Sawin examines Paalen’s career, particularly his influential
writing on surrealism and abstraction.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Wolfgang Paalen was born in Vienna in 1907 of French and Austrian descent. He studied in France,
Germany, and Italy and then traveled widely throughout the United States, Canada, and Mexico. He lived in
Paris until 1939 and then in Mexico. He was both a painter of stature and the founding editor of DYN. He
died in 1959.

Martica Sawin, critic and art historian, pioneered studies of Wolfgang Paalen’s art and writing in the 1940s
and demonstrated its significant influence in her important book, Surrealism in Exile and the Beginning of
the New York School.

Deborah M. Rosenthal is Consulting Editor for the series. She is a painter who has shown in New York and
nationally during the past twenty-five years. For her writing on art in many journals, including Art in
America and Modern Painters, she won an NEA Critic’s Grant. She is Professor of Fine Arts in the School
of Fine and Performing Arts of Rider University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jon Estrada:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be update about what going on or data even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe
will certainly update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming
to you is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Form and Sense (Artists & Art) is our
recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and
need in this era.

Kermit Moors:

You may spend your free time to see this book this reserve. This Form and Sense (Artists & Art) is simple to
bring you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not have much space to
bring typically the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save
often the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this
book.

Samantha Smith:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside having friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It ok
you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Form and Sense (Artists &
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Art) which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.

Beverlee Guthrie:

As a scholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's internal or real their
interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading significantly. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring as well as can't see colorful
photographs on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on
this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore this Form and Sense (Artists & Art) can make you sense more interested to read.
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