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One of seven children of a high-ranking government official, Loung Ung lived a
privileged life in the Cambodian capital of Phnom Penh until the age of five.
Then, in April 1975, Pol Pot's Khmer Rouge army stormed into the city, forcing
Ung's family to flee and, eventually, to disperse. Loung was trained as a child
soldier in a work camp for orphans, her siblings were sent to labor camps, and
those who survived the horrors would not be reunited until the Khmer Rouge was
destroyed.

Harrowing yet hopeful, Loung's powerful story is an unforgettable account of a
family shaken and shattered, yet miraculously sustained by courage and love in
the face of unspeakable brutality.
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One of seven children of a high-ranking government official, Loung Ung lived a privileged life in the
Cambodian capital of Phnom Penh until the age of five. Then, in April 1975, Pol Pot's Khmer Rouge army
stormed into the city, forcing Ung's family to flee and, eventually, to disperse. Loung was trained as a child
soldier in a work camp for orphans, her siblings were sent to labor camps, and those who survived the
horrors would not be reunited until the Khmer Rouge was destroyed.

Harrowing yet hopeful, Loung's powerful story is an unforgettable account of a family shaken and shattered,
yet miraculously sustained by courage and love in the face of unspeakable brutality.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Written in the present tense, First They Killed My Father will put you right in the midst of the action--action
you'll wish had never happened. It's a tough read, but definitely a worthwhile one, and the author's
personality and strength shine through on every page. Covering the years from 1975 to 1979, the story moves
from the deaths of multiple family members to the forced separation of the survivors, leading ultimately to
the reuniting of much of the family, followed by marriages and immigrations. The brutality seems unending-
-beatings, starvation, attempted rape, mental cruelty--and yet the narrator (a young girl) never stops fighting
for escape and survival. Sad and courageous, her life and the lives of her young siblings provide quite a
powerful example of how war can so deeply affect children--especially a war in which they are trained to be
an integral part of the armed forces. For anyone interested in Cambodia's recent history, this book shares a
valuable personal view of events. --Jill Lightner

From Publishers Weekly
In 1975, Ung, now the national spokesperson for the Campaign for a Landmine-Free World, was the five-
year-old child of a large, affluent family living in Phnom Penh, the cosmopolitan Cambodian capital. As
extraordinarily well-educated Chinese-Cambodians, with the father a government agent, her family was in
great danger when the Khmer Rouge took over the country and throughout Pol Pot's barbaric regime. Her
parents' strength and her father's knowledge of Khmer Rouge ideology enabled the family to survive together
for a while, posing as illiterate peasants, moving first between villages, and then from one work camp to
another. The father was honest with the children, explaining dangers and how to avoid them, and this, along
with clear sight, intelligence and the pragmatism of a young child, helped Ung to survive the war. Her
restrained, unsentimental account of the four years she spent surviving the regime before escaping with a
brother to Thailand and eventually the United States is astonishing--not just because of the tragedies, but also
because of the immense love for her family that Ung holds onto, no matter how she is brutalized. She
describes the physical devastation she is surrounded by but always returns to her memories and hopes for
those she loves. Her joyful memories of life in Phnom Penh are close even as she is being trained as a child
soldier, and as, one after another, both parents and two of her six siblings are murdered in the camps.
Skillfully constructed, this account also stands as an eyewitness history of the period, because as a child Ung
was so aware of her surroundings, and because as an adult writer she adds details to clarify the family's
moves and separations. Twenty-five years after the rise of the Khmer Rouge, this powerful account is a
triumph. 8 pages b&w photos.
Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal
YA-Ung was a headstrong, clever child who was a delight to her father, a high-ranking government official
in Phnom Penh. She was only five when the Khmer Rouge stormed the city and her family was forced to
flee. They sought refuge in various camps, hiding their wealth and education, always on the move and ever
fearful of being betrayed. After 20 months, Ung's father was taken away, never to be seen again. Her story of
starvation, forced labor, beatings, attempted rape, separations, and the deaths of her family members is one
of horror and brutality. The first-person account of Cambodia under the reign of Pol Pot will be read not only
for research papers but also as a tribute to a human spirit that never gave up. YAs will applaud Ung's courage
and strength.
Katherine Fitch, Rachel Carson Middle School, Fairfax, VA
Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc.
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jay Burke:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is actually reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book if they found difficult problem or maybe exercise.
Well, probably you should have this First They Killed My Father: A Daughter of Cambodia Remembers.

Christopher Riley:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
really need something to explain what you problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy particular
person? If you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you
have extra time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They have to answer that question
since just their can do which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is correct.
Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this particular First They Killed My Father: A
Daughter of Cambodia Remembers to read.

Victoria Owen:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be change about what going on or info even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era which is always change and progress. Some of you maybe
may update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to a
person is you don't know what type you should start with. This First They Killed My Father: A Daughter of
Cambodia Remembers is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves
what you want and need in this era.

Kevin Dobson:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or go to the outside with them loved ones
or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or even
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read a
book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent all day every day
to reading a publication. The book First They Killed My Father: A Daughter of Cambodia Remembers it is
quite good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading
this book. In case you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy typically the e-book. You
can m0ore very easily to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book
features high quality.
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