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The fundamental contrast between convergent and divergent tendencies in the
development of Balkan cultural identity can be seen as an important
determinative both in the contradictory self-images of people in the Balkans and
in the often biased perceptions of Balkan societies held by external observers,
past and present. In bringing together case studies from such heterogeneous lines
of research as linguistics, anthropology, political, literary and cultural history,
each presenting insightful analyses of micro- as well as macro-level aspects of
identity construction in the Balkans, this collection of essays provides a forum
for the elucidation and critical evaluation of an intriguing paradox which
continues to characterize the cultural situation in the Balkans and which,
moreover, is of undeniable relevance for our understanding of recent political
developments. As such, it also provides a window into the actual state of
scholarly interest in the rich interdisciplinary field of Balkan studies.
This book contains a selection of papers presented at the international conference
«Developing Cultural Identity in the Balkans: Convergence vs. Divergence»,
organized by the Center for Southeast European Studies at Ghent University on
12 and 13 December 2003 in Ghent.
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The fundamental contrast between convergent and divergent tendencies in the development of Balkan
cultural identity can be seen as an important determinative both in the contradictory self-images of people in
the Balkans and in the often biased perceptions of Balkan societies held by external observers, past and
present. In bringing together case studies from such heterogeneous lines of research as linguistics,
anthropology, political, literary and cultural history, each presenting insightful analyses of micro- as well as
macro-level aspects of identity construction in the Balkans, this collection of essays provides a forum for the
elucidation and critical evaluation of an intriguing paradox which continues to characterize the cultural
situation in the Balkans and which, moreover, is of undeniable relevance for our understanding of recent
political developments. As such, it also provides a window into the actual state of scholarly interest in the
rich interdisciplinary field of Balkan studies.
This book contains a selection of papers presented at the international conference «Developing Cultural
Identity in the Balkans: Convergence vs. Divergence», organized by the Center for Southeast European
Studies at Ghent University on 12 and 13 December 2003 in Ghent.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
The Editors: Raymond Detrez is professor of East European history and director of the Centre for Southeast
European Studies at Ghent University. He is the author of several specialized works on nationalism and
ethnic conflict in the Balkans, and on Bulgarian history and culture.
Pieter Plas holds a Ph.D. in East European languages and cultures from Ghent University, where he is
currently affiliated with the Centre for Southeast European Studies. His main academic interests are in Slavic
folklore, anthropology and ethnolinguistics, with emphasis on the Balkan Slavs.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Fred Scott:

What do you about book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy person?
If you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And
you have spare time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that
question due to the fact just their can do which. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person.
Yes, it is right. Because start from on guardería until university need this particular Developing Cultural
Identity in the Balkans: Convergence vs. Divergence (Europe plurielle / Multiple Europes) to read.

Michael Hollinger:

Do you considered one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside the straightway,
hold on guys this aren't like that. This Developing Cultural Identity in the Balkans: Convergence vs.
Divergence (Europe plurielle / Multiple Europes) book is readable by simply you who hate those perfect
word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving
also decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer associated with Developing Cultural
Identity in the Balkans: Convergence vs. Divergence (Europe plurielle / Multiple Europes) content conveys
thinking easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the content
material but it just different available as it. So , do you continue to thinking Developing Cultural Identity in
the Balkans: Convergence vs. Divergence (Europe plurielle / Multiple Europes) is not loveable to be your top
collection reading book?

Mark Smith:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the headline Developing
Cultural Identity in the Balkans: Convergence vs. Divergence (Europe plurielle / Multiple Europes) suitable
to you? The actual book was written by renowned writer in this era. The particular book untitled Developing
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Cultural Identity in the Balkans: Convergence vs. Divergence (Europe plurielle / Multiple Europes)is the one
of several books in which everyone read now. This specific book was inspired many people in the world.
When you read this guide you will enter the new age that you ever know prior to. The author explained their
thought in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this guide. This
book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of
the world in this book.

Billy Doyle:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many concern for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book and also novel and Developing Cultural Identity in the Balkans:
Convergence vs. Divergence (Europe plurielle / Multiple Europes) or perhaps others sources were given
understanding for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel desire to read more and more.
Science reserve was created for teacher or students especially. Those books are helping them to include their
knowledge. In additional case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Developing Cultural Identity in
the Balkans: Convergence vs. Divergence (Europe plurielle / Multiple Europes) to make your spare time
much more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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