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“Masterful and exhaustive. . . eye-opening lessonsin economics, ethics,
culture and science, resulting in a compr ehensive overview of a commodity
that is second only to ail in itsimportance to world trade.” —Worcester
Evening News

Coffee trader and historian Antony Wild delivers arollicking history of the most
valuable legally traded commaodity in the world after oil—an industry that
employs 100 million peopl e throughout the world. From obscure beginningsin
east Africain the fifteenth century as a stimulant in religious devotion, coffee
became an imperial commodity, produced by poor tropical countries and
consumed by rich temperate ones. Through the centuries, the influence of coffee
on therise of capitalism and its institutions has been enormous. Revolutions were
once hatched in coffeehouses, commercial alliances were forged, secret societies
were formed, and politics and art were endlessly debated. Today, while coffee
chains spread like wildfire, coffee-producing countries arein crisis; with prices at
ahistoric low, they are plagued by unprecedented unemployment, abandoned
farms, enforced migration, and massive social disruption. Bridging the gap
between coffee’ sdismal colonial past and its perilous corporate present, Coffee
reveals the shocking exploitation that has always lurked at the heart of the
industry.
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“Masterful and exhaustive. . . eye-opening lessonsin economics, ethics, culture and science, resulting
in a compr ehensive overview of a commaodity that is second only to ail in itsimportance to world
trade.” —Worcester Evening News

Coffee trader and historian Antony Wild delivers arollicking history of the most valuable legally traded
commodity in the world after oil—an industry that employs 100 million people throughout the world. From
obscure beginningsin east Africain the fifteenth century as a stimulant in religious devotion, coffee became
an imperial commodity, produced by poor tropical countries and consumed by rich temperate ones. Through
the centuries, the influence of coffee on the rise of capitalism and its institutions has been enormous.
Revolutions were once hatched in coffeehouses, commercial alliances were forged, secret societies were
formed, and politics and art were endlessly debated. Today, while coffee chains spread like wildfire, coffee-
producing countries are in crisis: with prices at a historic low, they are plagued by unprecedented
unemployment, abandoned farms, enforced migration, and massive social disruption. Bridging the gap
between coffee’ sdismal colonial past and its perilous corporate present, Coffee reveal s the shocking
exploitation that has always lurked at the heart of the industry.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

While coffee historian Wild brings enthusiasm to this tome on the 500-year history of the caffeinated bean, it
doesn't match the simple passion with which coffee lovers enjoy their morning java. (In fairness to the
author, how could it?) Wild (The East India Company) traces the bean as it makes its way from Africato the
Middle East (it was once known as the "wine of Araby") to the West, and the risein cafe culture across
Europe and eventually the New World, where, thanks to the Boston Tea Party, coffee surpassed tea as the
patriotic drink of choice for afledging nation. But Wild repeatedly reminds readers that for all the pleasure a
cup of coffee brings to its drinker, the history of this beguiling brew isindeed dark. Aslong as there has been
coffee, Wild asserts, there have been colonial powers—and now corporations—to exploit the workers that
grow it. While thisis afascinating story that combines history with anthropology, too often the writing is
buried under the heartless statistics of economic formulations. However, the work does provide caffeine
junkies with intriguing reading material next time they find themselves waiting in line to order their grande
vanillalatte. Illus. (June)

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist

Wild revealsthat in the U.S. alone, some 1.5 million people are involved in the coffee industry either directly
through coffee processing, sales, and distribution or indirectly through manufacture of paper cups and the
like. Although coffee consumption isrising, the amount of money paid to coffee producers continuesto fall,
reducing many to poverty and destroying aready fragile economies. Ironically, some of the trouble in coffee
markets may be attributed to U.S. effortsto revive Vietnam's economy through the planting of lesser-quality
coffee bushes. Wild further links coffee to ill health and to colonialism, and he holds in particular contempt
the development of instant coffee. Tracing coffee's history and spread from sixteenth-century East Africaand
Arabia, Wild perceptively connects it with Napoleon's career and with the poet Rimbaud. Wild depicts a
particularly unflattering picture of competing efforts to endorse or to condemn caffeine'sinvigorating effect.
Hisradical take on the rise of Starbucks makes McDonad's growth ook innocuous. Wild may represent an
extreme stance, but his effort raises many troubling questions. Mark Knoblauch

Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

About the Author
Antony Wild is the author of The East India Company and Remains of the Raj and iswidely credited with
having introduced specialty coffeesinto the UK. Helivesin Verrieres, France.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
GretaHarty:

Why don't make it to become your hahit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled Coffee: A Dark History. Try to make book Coffee: A Dark History as your
buddy. It meansthat it can to become your friend when you really feel alone and beside regarding course
make you smarter than before. Y eah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you much more
confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So, let us make new experience aswell as
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knowledge with this book.

Francis Garcia:

The book Coffee: A Dark History make you feel enjoy for your spare time. Y ou can utilize to make your
capabl e considerably more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting tension or having big
problem with your subject. If you can make looking at a book Coffee: A Dark History for being your habit,
you can get much more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or
al subjects. You are able to know everything if you like start and read a reserve Coffee: A Dark History.
Kinds of book are alot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you
think about this publication?

Neil Owens:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book especially book entitled Coffee: A
Dark History your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that
maybe unfamiliar for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a book then
become one form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get prior to. The Coffee: A Dark
History giving you another experience more than blown away your mind but aso giving you useful
information for your better lifein this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern is your body and
mind will probably be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try
this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Everette Murray:

Some individuals said that they feel uninterested when they reading a publication. They are directly felt it
when they get a half portions of the book. Y ou can choose the particular book Coffee: A Dark History to
make your own personal reading isinteresting. Y our current skill of reading ability is developing when you
like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the impression about
book and reading through especialy. It isto beinitial opinion for you to like to available a book and examine
it. Beside that the publication Coffee: A Dark History can to be your friend when you're feel alone and
confuse with what must you're doing of thistime.
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