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Washington, Adams, Henry, Jefferson, Franklin, and Hamilton: their ambitions,
intrigues, and jealousies shaped the birth of the nation, but they overcame their
foibles and imperfections to throw off the chains of tyranny and form a more
perfect union. We think of them now as faces on money or statues on pedestals,
and, as Burns illustrates in luminous prose, that’s exactly what they always
wanted to be. They all possessed astonishing brilliance, but many had large egos
and more than just a little vanity, especially John Adams, who never felt he
received his public due and often complained in his letters about the unjust fame
of his peers. History remembers Patrick Henry as the author of the patriotic call
to arms, “give me liberty, or give me death!” but, at the beginning of his life in
the public eye, he shamelessly traded integrity for renown.

Interest in the founding fathers has never been greater; Virtue, Valor, and Vanity
presents all of these well-known and oft-quoted men with wisdom and candor. In
this fresh, informative work, Burns brings the founding fathers down off their
pedestals to reveal the flesh-and-blood men—vain and modest, sensitive and
stubborn, brilliant and ambitious—who attempted to overcome their faults in
order to establish a new nation that would be a paragon of governance. For the
armchair historian, here is an exciting new look at our country’s origins.
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Washington, Adams, Henry, Jefferson, Franklin, and Hamilton: their ambitions, intrigues, and jealousies
shaped the birth of the nation, but they overcame their foibles and imperfections to throw off the chains of
tyranny and form a more perfect union. We think of them now as faces on money or statues on pedestals,
and, as Burns illustrates in luminous prose, that’s exactly what they always wanted to be. They all possessed
astonishing brilliance, but many had large egos and more than just a little vanity, especially John Adams,
who never felt he received his public due and often complained in his letters about the unjust fame of his
peers. History remembers Patrick Henry as the author of the patriotic call to arms, “give me liberty, or give
me death!” but, at the beginning of his life in the public eye, he shamelessly traded integrity for renown.

Interest in the founding fathers has never been greater; Virtue, Valor, and Vanity presents all of these well-
known and oft-quoted men with wisdom and candor. In this fresh, informative work, Burns brings the
founding fathers down off their pedestals to reveal the flesh-and-blood men—vain and modest, sensitive and
stubborn, brilliant and ambitious—who attempted to overcome their faults in order to establish a new nation
that would be a paragon of governance. For the armchair historian, here is an exciting new look at our
country’s origins.
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Editorial Review

Review
“Burns finds a fresh way to tilt history's looking glass to reveal additional facets of these compelling men.”
(Kirkus Reviews)

“Original and entertaining . . . Burns unearths some unusual nuggets of information . . .” (Associated Press)

“Entertaining, informative, and well-reasoned.” (Washington D.C. Examiner)

About the Author
Eric Burns, a former NBC News correspondent and Today Show pundit, appears regularly as a commentator
for Entertainment Tonight and hosts A&E’s Arts & Entertainment Revue. He lives in Westport, Connecticut.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Timmy Gallegos:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get great
deal of stress from both day to day life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we will
say absolutely indeed. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we question again, what kind of
activity have you got when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do
you try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the book you
have read is usually Virtue, Valor, and Vanity: The Inside Story of the Founding Fathers and the Price of a
More Perfect Union.

Thomas Hall:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside along with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
do you think reading a book really can hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Virtue, Valor, and Vanity: The
Inside Story of the Founding Fathers and the Price of a More Perfect Union which is having the e-book
version. So , try out this book? Let's view.

Pablo McNamara:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you may have it in
e-book way, more simple and reachable. This kind of Virtue, Valor, and Vanity: The Inside Story of the
Founding Fathers and the Price of a More Perfect Union can give you a lot of pals because by you checking
out this one book you have point that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. That
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book can be one of one step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that perhaps your friend
doesn't realize, by knowing more than some other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate?
Let's have Virtue, Valor, and Vanity: The Inside Story of the Founding Fathers and the Price of a More
Perfect Union.

Robert Wolfe:

That book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Virtue, Valor, and Vanity: The Inside Story of the
Founding Fathers and the Price of a More Perfect Union was multi-colored and of course has pictures on
there. As we know that book Virtue, Valor, and Vanity: The Inside Story of the Founding Fathers and the
Price of a More Perfect Union has many kinds or type. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto
or Investigation company Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. So , not at all of
book tend to be make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best
book for you personally and try to like reading in which.
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