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A finalist for theLincoln Prize, The Sea Captain's Wife " comes surprisingly,
and movingly, alive" (Tina Jordan, Entertainment Weekly).

Award-winning historian Martha Hodes brings us into the extraordinary world of
Eunice Connolly. Born white and poor in New England, Eunice moved from
countryside to factory city, worked in the mills, then followed her husband to the
Deep South. When the Civil War came, Eunice's brothers joined the Union army
while her husband fought and died for the Confederacy. Back in New England, a
widow and the mother of two, Eunice barely got by as a washerwoman,
struggling with crushing depression. Four years later, she fell in love with a black
sea captain, married him, and moved to his homein the West Indies. Following
every lead in a collection of 500 family letters, Hodes traced Eunice's footsteps
and met descendants along the way. This story of misfortune and defiance takes
up grand themes of American history?opportunity and racism, war and
freedom?and illuminates the lives of ordinary people in the past.

A Library Journal Best Book of the Y ear and a selection of the Book of the
Month Club, Literary Guild, and Quality Paperback Book Club.

47 illustrations
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A finalist for the Lincoln Prize, The Sea Captain's Wife " comes surprisingly, and movingly, alive"
(Tina Jordan, Entertainment Weekly).

Award-winning historian Martha Hodes brings us into the extraordinary world of Eunice Connolly. Born
white and poor in New England, Eunice moved from countryside to factory city, worked in the mills, then
followed her husband to the Deep South. When the Civil War came, Eunice's brothers joined the Union army
while her husband fought and died for the Confederacy. Back in New England, awidow and the mother of
two, Eunice barely got by as a washerwoman, struggling with crushing depression. Four years later, she fell
in love with a black sea captain, married him, and moved to his home in the West Indies. Following every
lead in a collection of 500 family letters, Hodes traced Eunice's footsteps and met descendants along the
way. This story of misfortune and defiance takes up grand themes of American history?opportunity and
racism, war and freedom?and illuminates the lives of ordinary people in the past.

A Library Journal Best Book of the Y ear and a selection of the Book of the Month Club, Literary Guild, and
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Hodes reconstructs the intriguing and unusual life of Eunice Richardson Stone Connolly. amill laborer in
mid—-19th-century New England who went South with her husband to seek their fortune; homesick, even as
her husband fought for the Confederacy, she returned to New Hampshire, where she was reduced to working
as awasherwoman. The only thing that brought an impoverished Eunice respectability was her white skin.
But then she heard of her husband's death, and in 1869, mystifying some of her relatives, Connolly put that
respectability at risk, too, marrying a well-to-do black sea captain from Grand Cayman Island and moving
there with him. Hodes, a historian at NY U (White Women, Black Men: Illicit Sex in the Nineteenth-Century
South), relies on arich cache of Connolly's letters, which are housed at Duke University. Unfortunately, the
letters don't reveal how Connolly met her second husband or explain in depth why she decided to marry him.
Hodes's prose, though sometimes a bit affected ("In place of fiction, | offer the craft of history, assisted by
the art of speculation"), islucid and her account is engaging, though for readers steeped in the subject not
pathbreaking; what Hodes has to tell us about the 19th century—that race was socially constructed and
complicated, for example—is nothing new. 47 b&w illus., 2 maps. (Sept.)

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review
“[Hodes] has done an extraordinary job of writing the story of an ordinary New England woman who was a
prolific letter writer and who made unusual decisions for her time.” (Washington Post)

“Few researchers have the imagination or tenacity to reconstruct alost life as carefully as Hodes has
done...an absorbing account of alife reclaimed from obscurity.” (Times Literary Supplement)

“Eunice Richardson Stone Connolly’s lifeis aroad map to learning about 19th-century America... Those
who love books about history will revel in the book's detail.” (Cape Cod Times)

About the Author

Martha Hodes, a professor of history at New Y ork University, is the author of White Women, Black Men,
which won the Allan Nevins Prize for Literary Distinction. She livesin New Y ork City and Swarthmore,
Pennsylvania.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
L ouis Watson:

This The Sea Captain's Wife: A True Story of Love, Race, and War in the Nineteenth Century are generally
reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The reason of this The Sea Captain's
Wife: A True Story of Love, Race, and War in the Nineteenth Century can be on the list of great books you
must have is definitely giving you more than just simple examining food but feed you with information that
might be will shock your prior knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere and
whenever your conditions at e-book and printed types. Beside that this The Sea Captain's Wife: A True Story
of Love, Race, and War in the Nineteenth Century giving you an enormous of experience such asrich
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vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day action. So , let's have
it and enjoy reading.

Lily Sawyers:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book mainly book entitled The Sea
Captain's Wife: A True Story of Love, Race, and War in the Nineteenth Century your brain will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will end up
your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a publication then become one type conclusion
and explanation this maybe you never get previous to. The The Sea Captain's Wife: A True Story of Love,
Race, and War in the Nineteenth Century giving you another experience more than blown away your mind
but also giving you useful facts for your better life in this particular era. So now let us present to you the
relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like
winning acasino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Rhonda Silva:

This The Sea Captain's Wife: A True Story of Love, Race, and War in the Nineteenth Century is fresh way
for you who has fascination to look for someinformation asit relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you on
it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this The Sea
Captain's Wife: A True Story of Love, Race, and War in the Nineteenth Century can be the light food for you
because the information inside this particular book is easy to get through anyone. These books develop itself
in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yes | mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in
e-book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this book isthe answer. So thereisn't any in reading a guide
especialy this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for aperson. So, don't miss
this! Just read this e-book style for your better life and knowledge.

M ae Bushee:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs from the others. Y ou can get it by world wide web on social media.
Y ou can choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by searching fromit.
Itiscaled of book The Sea Captain's Wife: A True Story of Love, Race, and War in the Nineteenth Century.
Y ou can contribute your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it might add your
knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about book. It can
bring you from one destination for a other place.
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