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'It's Schopenhauer and the will. It's Plato, it's Hume, Baudrillard and the concept
of the Nietzschean superman!' Keanu Reeves on The Matrix

The Philosopher at the End of the Universe allows anyone to understand basic
philosophical concepts from the comfort of their armchair, through the plots and
characters of spectacular blockbusting science-fiction movies. Learn about: The
Nature of Reality from The Matrix; Good and Evil from Star Wars; Morality
from Aliens; Personal Identity from Total Recall; The Mind-Body Dilemma from
Terminator; Free Will from Minority Report; Death and the Meaning of Life
from Blade Runner; and much more. As someone once said, things must be said
and knowledge known, and the cast list assembled to tell us does not disappoint:
Tom Cruise, Plato, Harrison Ford, Immanuel Kant, Sigourney Weaver, Friedrich
Nietzsche, Keanu Reeves and Rene Descartes. From characters in the biggest
films (with lots of explosions and bad language) to Ludwig Wittgenstein (no
explosions and too much language in general), hear all the arguments. I think,
therefore... I'll be back!
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'It's Schopenhauer and the will. It's Plato, it's Hume, Baudrillard and the concept of the Nietzschean
superman!' Keanu Reeves on The Matrix

The Philosopher at the End of the Universe allows anyone to understand basic philosophical concepts from
the comfort of their armchair, through the plots and characters of spectacular blockbusting science-fiction
movies. Learn about: The Nature of Reality from The Matrix; Good and Evil from Star Wars; Morality from
Aliens; Personal Identity from Total Recall; The Mind-Body Dilemma from Terminator; Free Will from
Minority Report; Death and the Meaning of Life from Blade Runner; and much more. As someone once said,
things must be said and knowledge known, and the cast list assembled to tell us does not disappoint: Tom
Cruise, Plato, Harrison Ford, Immanuel Kant, Sigourney Weaver, Friedrich Nietzsche, Keanu Reeves and
Rene Descartes. From characters in the biggest films (with lots of explosions and bad language) to Ludwig
Wittgenstein (no explosions and too much language in general), hear all the arguments. I think, therefore...
I'll be back!
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
All the revelations of a college survey course on philosophy can be easily gleaned from a few science fiction
films. At least that’s the premise of this thoroughly entertaining conversation starter by philosophy professor
Rowlands, who explicates the musings of some of philosophy’s biggest stars within the context of cinema’s
most enduring sci-fi hits. Under Rowlands’s guidance, these films shed light on such abstruse philosophical
ideas as the "the problem of free will" and "death and the meaning of life." For example, the great lesson of
Frankenstein is not that life can originate only from a divine creator, Rowlands says. Rather, the monster, a
creature unable to choose his physical nature, his parents or his future, actually embodies the existential
dilemmas explored by Heidegger, Sartre and Camus. In a particularly winning chapter on Star Wars,
Rowlands compares the musings of Plato and Nietzsche, conjecturing that evil is not the absence of good
but, rather, a contrast necessary in order for good to exist. (That is, Darth Vader is nothing without Obi-Wan
and vice versa.) Rowlands recommends that readers watch each film before plunging into the corresponding
chapter. And he makes no apologies for his "lowbrow" intellectual diversions into such crowd pleasers as
Total Recall (a celluloid essay on memory theory and identity), Hollow Man (a meditation on moral vs.
"prudent" choices) and The Matrix (a Cartesian daydream). Rowlands frequently injects his own thoughts
with self-deprecating charm. His combination of humor and erudition produces an engaging read, delightful
in its tone and accessible in its prose, that affirms the wisdom of numerous armchair philosophers who have
declared that everything you need to know about life can be learned from the movies.
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
Irish philosopher Rowlands adopts a mildly smart-alecky persona for this Philosophy 101-type foray that
uses "sci-fi" flickers to illustrate questions of meaning, knowledge, identity, free will, morality, and death.
Frankenstein--actually, Kenneth Brannagh's Mary Shelley's Frankenstein-- serves to tease out the meaning
of life as absurdity, a result of the discrepancy between interior and exterior perspectives on the self. Because
of the same inside-outside clash--the rock, Rowlands says, on which all philosophical positions founder--
certain knowledge proves elusive: see The Matrix. The mind-body problem (see The Terminator) and the
concept of personal identity (Total Recall) come to ends similar, respectively, to those of the issues of
meaning and knowledge. Only when the issue is "Why be moral?" are the bonds of rationality slipped; act
according to your conscience, Rowlands, along with Nietzsche, counsels. While arguing by inference (they
star in so many philosophically intriguing films) that Arnold Schwarzenegger and Keanu Reeves be hailed as
actor-philosophers, Rowlands effectively covers an astonishing number of essential thinkers and positions,
meanwhile betraying only individualist and antireligious biases. Ray Olson
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
"Excellent - not only is each chapter a model of philosophical exposition, conveying philosophical ideas with
exemplary verve and clarity, the book also manages to connect the philosophy to the movies in a natural and
convincing way- serves to inject a degree of passion into the bloodless halls of philosophy'" TLS "Hugely
entertaining ... Rowlands knows his stuff and marries some of the tougher philosophical arguments to the
more accessible conduit of popular entertainment- enjoyable and illuminating" Waterstone's Books Quarterly
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Bradley Simpson:

The book The Philosopher At The End Of The Universe: Philosophy Explained Through Science Fiction
Films make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable a lot more increase.
Book can to be your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem along with your subject. If
you can make reading a book The Philosopher At The End Of The Universe: Philosophy Explained Through
Science Fiction Films for being your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your personal
capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You could know everything if you like open
and read a book The Philosopher At The End Of The Universe: Philosophy Explained Through Science
Fiction Films. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or some others. So ,
how do you think about this reserve?

James McFarland:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
data. When you read a e-book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of various ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, looking at a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially fictional book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this The
Philosopher At The End Of The Universe: Philosophy Explained Through Science Fiction Films, you are
able to tells your family, friends along with soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire average,
make them reading a publication.

Helen Albertson:

The publication with title The Philosopher At The End Of The Universe: Philosophy Explained Through
Science Fiction Films has lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of profit after read
this book. This particular book exist new understanding the information that exist in this e-book represented
the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the
world. That book will bring you throughout new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book in
your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Glenn Connelly:

The book The Philosopher At The End Of The Universe: Philosophy Explained Through Science Fiction
Films has a lot details on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was
authored by the very famous author. The writer makes some research prior to write this book. This book very
easy to read you can obtain the point easily after reading this book.
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