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Louis Drax isaboy like no other. Heis brilliant and strange, and every year
something violent seems to happen to him. On his ninth birthday, Louis goes on a
picnic with his parents and falls off a cliff. The details are shrouded in mystery.
Louis's mother is shell-shocked; his father has vanished. And after some
confusion Louis himself, miraculously alive but deep in acoma, arrives at Dr.
Pascal Dannachet's celebrated comacclinic...Full of astonishing twists and turns,
thisis amasterful tale of the secrets the human mind can hide.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Starred Review. Louis Drax isn't like other children. The morbidly imaginative and sharply intuitive boy
from aprovincial city in France has survived eight suspicious accidents, one for each year of hislife. On his
ninth birthday, Louis suffers a mysterious fall from acliff and ends up in Dr. Pascal Dannachet's
experimental coma clinic, where the truth of his most recent mishap will be revealed. So begins British
novelist Jensen's fourth book (War Crimes for the Home, etc.), afiercely intelligent psychological thriller
told from the alternating perspectives of the comatose Louis and the professionally conflicted Dr. Dannachet.
Asthe French police search for Pierre Drax, the prime suspect in his son'sfall, Louis negotiates the
unconscious world with Gustave, his grotesque, bandaged imaginary companion, and Dr. Dannachet
reluctantly fallsin love with Louis's mother, Natalie. Behind the many twists and turns that ensueisa
multilayered, genuinely convincing emotional dramathat adds substance to the suspense. Families are torn
apart, scientists are confounded by the miraculous, and the human heart unleashes its many secrets. Jensen's
gift for black humor and off-kilter narratives shines throughout this page-turner, and her understanding of
fractured psyches and their ability to heal is remarkable. The idiosyncrasies of her peculiar characters only
make them more engaging, and at the end of Jensen's gripping tale, the reader is left eager for more.
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist

Here is the breakout novel--aliterary thriller that's almost impossible to put down--for British writer Jensen
(Egg Dancing, 1996).1t has aready been optioned by Miramax, with Anthony Minghella (Cold Mountain)
set to direct. It is narrated both by nine-year-old Louis Drax, who isin acomain aclinic in Provence, and by
his doctor, Pascal Dannachet. According to Louis mother, Natalie, Louis was thrown off a cliff by hisangry
father, who has subsequently disappeared. As Dannachet, who has grown increasingly estranged from his
wife, probes the Draxes family history, he is soon smitten by emotionally needy and vulnerable Natalie,
although certain elements of her story don't seem to add up. Louis' distinctive narrative voice is instantly
gripping; referring to himself as the Disturbed Child, he relaysin agrimly funny, precocious voice the many
accidents he has suffered in his short, unhappy life. Because Louis narration is so singular, Dannachet's
suffers by comparison. Thisis sureto remind readers of Mark Haddon's The Curious Incident of the Dog in
the Night-Time [BKL Ap 1 03]. Joanne Wilkinson

Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review

'A remarkabl e suspense novel: tart, mysterious and wrenching' Anthony Minghella, Academy Award-
winning director 'Thisis awonderfully unsettling psychological thriller ... An oddly beautiful journey into
the darkest corners of the human soul’ Mail on Sunday 'Shocking, moving and beautifully written, The Ninth
Life Of Louis Drax is an extraordinary novel about family mystery and medical marvels Image 'A gripping
psychological thriller with agothic flavour ... unputdownable ... The Ninth Life of Louis Drax contains many
heart-stopping moments where the tension is cranked up almost to breaking point' Daily Telegraph --book
cover

Users Review

From reader reviews:
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Agnes Henson:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite e-book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your long lasting
problem; you can add your knowledge by the book entitled The Ninth Life of Louis Drax. Try to make the
book The Ninth Life of Louis Drax as your friend. It meansthat it can for being your friend when you sense
alone and beside that of course make you smarter than in the past. Y eah, it isvery fortuned for you
personally. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So ,
let me make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Chad Steinberger:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys this particular aren't like that. This The Ninth Life of Louis Drax book is readable by simply you who
hate those straight word style. Y ou will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable looking at
experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer of The Ninth
Life of Louis Drax content conveys the thought easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book
are not different in the written content but it just different asit. So, do you even now thinking The Ninth
Life of Louis Drax is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Cindy Coleman:

The Ninth Life of Louis Drax can be one of your nice books that are good idea. We recommend that straight
away because this publication has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her
effort to get every word into delight arrangement in writing The Ninth Life of Louis Drax however doesn't
forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource details that maybe
you can be among it. This great information can easily drawn you into new stage of crucia imagining.

LeeVillegas:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book was rare? Why so many
question for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but additionally novel and The Ninth Life of Louis Drax aswell as others
sources were given information for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel would like to read
more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or even students especially. Those publications are
helping them to include their knowledge. In different case, beside science book, any other book likes The
Ninth Life of Louis Drax to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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