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Individualist and communitarian. Anarchist and totalitarian. Classicist and
romanticist. Progressive and reactionary. Since the eighteenth century, Jean-
Jacques Rousseau has been said to be all of these things. Few philosophers have
been the subject of as much or as intense debate, yet almost everyone agrees that
Rousseau is among the most important and influential thinkers in the history of
political philosophy. This new edition of his major political writings, published
in the year of the three-hundredth anniversary of his birth, renews attention to the
perennial importance of Rousseau’s work.

 
The book brings together superb new translations by renowned Rousseau scholar
John T. Scott of three of Rousseau’s works: the Discourse on the Sciences and
Arts, the Discourse on the Origin and Foundations of Inequality Among Men,
and On the Social Contract. The two Discourses show Rousseau developing his
well-known conception of the natural goodness of man and the problems posed
by life in society. With the Social Contract, Rousseau became the first major
thinker to argue that democracy is the only legitimate form of political
organization. Scott’s extensive introduction enhances our understanding of these
foundational writings, providing background information, social and historical
context, and guidance for interpreting the works. Throughout, translation and
editorial notes clarify ideas and terms that might not be immediately familiar to
most readers.
 
The three works collected in The Major Political Writings of Jean-Jacques
Rousseau represent an important contribution to eighteenth-century political
theory that has exerted an extensive influence on generations of thinkers,
beginning with the leaders of the French Revolution and continuing to the present
day. The new translations on offer here will be welcomed by a wide readership of
both Rousseau scholars and readers with a general interest in political thought.
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Individualist and communitarian. Anarchist and totalitarian. Classicist and romanticist. Progressive and
reactionary. Since the eighteenth century, Jean-Jacques Rousseau has been said to be all of these things. Few
philosophers have been the subject of as much or as intense debate, yet almost everyone agrees that
Rousseau is among the most important and influential thinkers in the history of political philosophy. This
new edition of his major political writings, published in the year of the three-hundredth anniversary of his
birth, renews attention to the perennial importance of Rousseau’s work.

 
The book brings together superb new translations by renowned Rousseau scholar John T. Scott of three of
Rousseau’s works: the Discourse on the Sciences and Arts, the Discourse on the Origin and Foundations of
Inequality Among Men, and On the Social Contract. The two Discourses show Rousseau developing his
well-known conception of the natural goodness of man and the problems posed by life in society. With the
Social Contract, Rousseau became the first major thinker to argue that democracy is the only legitimate form
of political organization. Scott’s extensive introduction enhances our understanding of these foundational
writings, providing background information, social and historical context, and guidance for interpreting the
works. Throughout, translation and editorial notes clarify ideas and terms that might not be immediately
familiar to most readers.
 
The three works collected in The Major Political Writings of Jean-Jacques Rousseau represent an important
contribution to eighteenth-century political theory that has exerted an extensive influence on generations of
thinkers, beginning with the leaders of the French Revolution and continuing to the present day. The new
translations on offer here will be welcomed by a wide readership of both Rousseau scholars and readers with
a general interest in political thought.
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Editorial Review

Review

"This edition is the first to bring together, in a single volume, the three most important political writings of
Rousseau—the First and Second Discourses and the Social Contract—in translations that combine great
exactness with thoroughly readable English. The outstanding accompanying materials include notes that are
illuminating but never intrusive, a chronology of Rousseau’s life, a bibliography, and above all a substantial
introduction that offers a masterful overview of Rousseau’s notoriously complex thought. A genuine
contribution that will aid scholars and especially students for many years to come."
(Robert C. Bartlett, Boston College)

"Rousseau wrote that one should write ‘to persuade without convincing.’ He meant that a text should lead the
reader to understand the world as the text itself did: it should not compel the reader. A translation that does
not capture this quality of Rousseau’s writing will be untrue to it. John Scott's new translations of three key
texts capture Rousseau’s style wonderfully. His text is fluid, graceful, and as precise and effective an English
rendering as can be achieved. In addition, Scott’s introduction is a model of clarity and intelligence, as are
his explanatory notes. This is the English-language edition of Rousseau’s political writings to own."
(Tracy B. Strong, University of California, San Diego)

“John T. Scott is one of the preeminent Rousseau scholars in the world, and he exhibits his expertise here.
This new translation is in every particular superb: faithful to the French, albeit not mulishly so; and stylishly
readable. Indeed, I think it combines these two qualities better than any other English translation that
currently exists. Also, Scott’s introduction provides a compass to navigate Rousseau’s textual waters that
will help both beginner and scholar to reach shore.”
(Stuart Warner, Roosevelt University)

"John T. Scott’s fresh new rendition of Rousseau’s major political writings is a boon for scholars and
students alike, balancing the literalness necessary for the rigorous study of Rousseau with crisp readability.
As if this weren’t enough, Scott’s introduction and explanatory notes provide a succinct contextual
discussion of Rousseau’s place in modern intellectual history. This edition will be the new standard
Rousseau text for introductory and advanced courses in modern political philosophy."
(Richard Boyd, Georgetown University)

“John T. Scott’s is the first single-volume translation of the Discourses and Social Contract to appear in
twenty-five years, and instructors who teach all three texts will find the volume particularly useful. The
excellent introduction, fluent translation, and detailed notes will make the volume a favorite for many
scholars as well. (If one sought to summarize the significance of Rousseau’s political thought in three pages
or less, it is doubtful that one could do better than the first pages of Scott’s introduction.) Scott also includes
a particularly useful bibliography of Rousseau’s sources—an innovation that ought to become standard
practice for translators.”
(Political Theory)

About the Author

Jean-Jacques Rousseau (1712–78) was a leading Genevan philosopher and political theorist and one of the
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key figures of the Enlightenment. John T. Scott is professor of political science at the University of
California, Davis. He has edited or translated several volumes on Rousseau and is coauthor of The
Philosophers’ Quarrel: Rousseau, Hume, and the Limits of Human Understanding.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Juan McCain:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a book will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a e-book you will get new information simply because book is one of many ways to share the
information or maybe their idea. Second, examining a book will make you more imaginative. When you
looking at a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the people
do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to some others. When you read this The Major
Political Writings of Jean-Jacques Rousseau: The Two "Discourses" and the "Social Contract", you could
tells your family, friends along with soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire others, make
them reading a publication.

Iris Robertson:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
are ride on and with addition info. Even you love The Major Political Writings of Jean-Jacques Rousseau:
The Two "Discourses" and the "Social Contract", you may enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still
wish to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't buy it,
oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Floretta Simmons:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, limited story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not hoping The Major Political Writings of
Jean-Jacques Rousseau: The Two "Discourses" and the "Social Contract" that give your enjoyment
preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as
the way for people to know world far better then how they react toward the world. It can't be stated
constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to become
success person. So , for every you who want to start reading as your good habit, you are able to pick The
Major Political Writings of Jean-Jacques Rousseau: The Two "Discourses" and the "Social Contract"
become your personal starter.
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Patricia Phipps:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its cover may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer may be The Major Political Writings of Jean-Jacques Rousseau: The
Two "Discourses" and the "Social Contract" why because the excellent cover that make you consider
regarding the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or
cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.
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