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Cities, Allan B. Jacobs contends, ought to be magnificent, beautiful places to
live. They should be places where people can be fulfilled, where they can be
what they can be, where there is freedom, love, ideas, excitement, quiet and joy.
Cities ought to be the ultimate manifestation of society’s collective
achievements.

Allan B. Jacobs is one of the world’s best known planners and urban design
practitioners, with a long and distinguished international career. Drawing on his
professional experience of almost sixty years, Jacobs guides the reader through
the lessons he’s learnt as a planner and lover of cities.  Cities from Brazil, Italy,
India, Japan, China and the US are featured.

Written with a wonderfully engaging, humorous tone and Jacobs’ own drawings,
The Good City transfers lessons on city design, building and urban change to all
those willing to help cities become the magnificent, beautiful places they should
be - and encourages all inhabitants to learn to appreciate and explore their own
cities.
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Cities, Allan B. Jacobs contends, ought to be magnificent, beautiful places to live. They should be places
where people can be fulfilled, where they can be what they can be, where there is freedom, love, ideas,
excitement, quiet and joy. Cities ought to be the ultimate manifestation of society’s collective achievements.

Allan B. Jacobs is one of the world’s best known planners and urban design practitioners, with a long and
distinguished international career. Drawing on his professional experience of almost sixty years, Jacobs
guides the reader through the lessons he’s learnt as a planner and lover of cities.  Cities from Brazil, Italy,
India, Japan, China and the US are featured.

Written with a wonderfully engaging, humorous tone and Jacobs’ own drawings, The Good City transfers
lessons on city design, building and urban change to all those willing to help cities become the magnificent,
beautiful places they should be - and encourages all inhabitants to learn to appreciate and explore their own
cities.
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Editorial Review

Review

"This is a candid, refreshing book, made even better by drawings that Jacobs has been making on
sketch pads throughout his career. Read The Good City and you just might avoid making the world a
more soulless place." - Better! Cities & Towns

"Allan Jacobs is a great planner who cares deeply about cities and loves the people who inhabit them.
His essays capture decades of observations and wisdom, and are an essential read for every urbanist" -
Gary Hack, Professor of City & Regional Planning, University of Pennsylvania, USA

"The Good City is a personal panoramic tour taking us from Calcutta to San Francisco and covering
over half a century. Its author, Allan Jacobs, the urban flâneur "par excellence," reflects on his
experience observing cities. This is a must read for any urbanist." - Nezar AlSayyad, Professor
of Architecture, Planning, and Urban Design, University of California, Berkeley, USA

"Once again, esteemed professor of planning Allan B. Jacobs has written a very engaging and
thought-provoking planning text... Reading like a memoir, The Good City is an excellent book for
thoughtful planners who want to think long and hard about their personal and professional ties to
cities where they have lived and worked." - Annalise Fonza, Journal of Planning Education and Research
32(4)

About the Author

Allan B. Jacobs has almost 60 years of active city planning and urban design practice, research and teaching
experience in major American and world cities. He has served as San Francisco’s planning director during
the 1960s and 70s, a period of both confrontation and historic urban design achievement. Prior to that Jacobs
worked in Cleveland, Pittsburgh during its "renaissance" years, and Calcutta, India, before teaching at the
University of Pennsylvania. He has consulted and worked in Curitiba, Brazil, Rome, Japan, Shanghai, Abu
Dhabi, Vancouver, and many US cities. Presently, he is Professor Emeritus at the Department of City and
Regional Planning, University of California, Berkeley, and Professor in the Graduate School there.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

David Williams:

The book The Good City: Reflections and Imaginations gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare
time. You need to use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can being your best friend
when you getting stress or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading through a book The
Good City: Reflections and Imaginations to become your habit, you can get considerably more advantages,
like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You are able to
know everything if you like open up and read a reserve The Good City: Reflections and Imaginations. Kinds
of book are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think
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about this reserve?

Tanya Minor:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information these days can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is in the former life are challenging to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one would work to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you
have the unstable resource then you get it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you.
All those possibilities will not happen within you if you take The Good City: Reflections and Imaginations as
the daily resource information.

Martina Smith:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a e-book you will get new information mainly because book is one of various
ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, studying a book will make you more imaginative.
When you examining a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to imagine the story
how the personas do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to some others. When you read
this The Good City: Reflections and Imaginations, you may tells your family, friends as well as soon about
yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a reserve.

William Hayes:

This The Good City: Reflections and Imaginations is completely new way for you who has fascination to
look for some information because it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you into it getting
knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having little bit of digest in reading this The Good City:
Reflections and Imaginations can be the light food for you because the information inside this specific book
is easy to get simply by anyone. These books develop itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yep I
mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in guide form make them feel tired even dizzy this
reserve is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a book especially this one. You can find what you are
looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book variety for your
better life and knowledge.
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