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Feminist interventions in psychoanalysis have often attempted either to subvert
or re-frame the masculinist and phallocentric biases of Freud's psychoanalysis.
This book investigates the nature of these interventions by comparing the status
and treatment of women in two different psychoanalytic models: the Kleinian
and the feminist models. It argues that, in fact, these interventions have
historically tended to reinforce such biases by collapsing the distinction between
the gendered minds of individuals and theories of gender.

This investigation is framed by two steps. First, in assessing the position of
women and the feminine in psychoanalysis, The Gendered Unconscious explores
not only the ways they are represented in theory, but also how these
representations function in practice. Secondly, this book uses a framework of a
comparative dialogue to highlight the assumptions and values that underpin the
theory and clinical practice in the two psychoanalytic models. This comparative
critique concludes with the counter-intuitive claim that contemporary Kleinian
theory may, in practice, hold more radical possibilities for the interests of women
than the practices derived from contemporary psychoanalytic gender theory.

This book is of significant interest to those studying the psychology of women,
psychoanalytic studies, health psychology, sociology, gender studies and cultural
studies. It will also be of interest to clinicians and candidates of professional
psychotherapy and psychoanalytic training programmes.
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Feminist interventions in psychoanalysis have often attempted either to subvert or re-frame the masculinist
and phallocentric biases of Freud's psychoanalysis. This book investigates the nature of these interventions
by comparing the status and treatment of women in two different psychoanalytic models: the Kleinian and
the feminist models. It argues that, in fact, these interventions have historically tended to reinforce such
biases by collapsing the distinction between the gendered minds of individuals and theories of gender.

This investigation is framed by two steps. First, in assessing the position of women and the feminine in
psychoanalysis, The Gendered Unconscious explores not only the ways they are represented in theory, but
also how these representations function in practice. Secondly, this book uses a framework of a comparative
dialogue to highlight the assumptions and values that underpin the theory and clinical practice in the two
psychoanalytic models. This comparative critique concludes with the counter-intuitive claim that
contemporary Kleinian theory may, in practice, hold more radical possibilities for the interests of women
than the practices derived from contemporary psychoanalytic gender theory.

This book is of significant interest to those studying the psychology of women, psychoanalytic studies,
health psychology, sociology, gender studies and cultural studies. It will also be of interest to clinicians and
candidates of professional psychotherapy and psychoanalytic training programmes.
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Editorial Review

Review

"The Gendered Unconscious offers a riveting account of how subsequent generations of feminists produced
waves of theorizing with the aim of recovering a more complex female subjectivity than the models offered by
the heirs of Freudian ego psychology." - Janice Kay Haaken, in Psychology of Women Quarterly 

"Gyler's text is dense in its succinct coverage of a number of pertinent psychoanalytic and clinical issues
relevant to feminist scholars and clinicians. As such, it is suitable both for readers who are experienced in
the field but also for those less familiar with the subject area. Her capacity to critically and intelligently
discuss and question contemporary feminist psychoanalysis suggests the book could become pivotal in
contributing to and moving on these debates." - Colleen Heenan, University of Bolton, UK, in Feminism
& Psychology 

"Gyler has given us an erudite, detailed, historical compendium of psychoanalytic thought that encompasses
Freud, Klein, and contemporary feminist psychoanalysts." - Ruth S. Fischer, in Psychoanalytic Quarterly

"Louise Gyler provides an excellently well-researched, intelligently written, critical up-date on feminism and
psychoanalysis. She systematically exposes the role of gender in the theories and clinical practice of
influential psychoanalysts and explicates the gendered perspectives on psychoanalysis developed by leading
feminist theorists." - Janet Sayers, Professor of Psychoanalytic Psychology, University of Kent, UK

About the Author
Louise Gyler is a child and adult psychoanalyst in private practice in Sydney and has a Ph.D in Gender
Studies from the University of Sydney.  She is a Training Analyst of the Australian Psychoanalytical Society
and a member of the International Psychoanalytical Association.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Bonita Murray:

With other case, little folks like to read book The Gendered Unconscious: Can Gender Discourses Subvert
Psychoanalysis? (Women and Psychology). You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Given
that we know about how is important some sort of book The Gendered Unconscious: Can Gender Discourses
Subvert Psychoanalysis? (Women and Psychology). You can add information and of course you can around
the world with a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can know everything! From your
country right up until foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple thing until wonderful thing it
is possible to know that. In this era, we can open a book or searching by internet product. It is called e-book.
You can use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's examine.
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Mary Flynn:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot
of information that will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can easily
share their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their particular
reader with their story or maybe their experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they
write about the ability about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or
how to teach your kids, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always
try to improve their skill in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write on their book. One of
them is this The Gendered Unconscious: Can Gender Discourses Subvert Psychoanalysis? (Women and
Psychology).

Carlos Moses:

The e-book with title The Gendered Unconscious: Can Gender Discourses Subvert Psychoanalysis? (Women
and Psychology) contains a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of profit after read this
book. This particular book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this guide represented the
condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This
particular book will bring you within new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book with your
smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

David Thompson:

The reason? Because this The Gendered Unconscious: Can Gender Discourses Subvert Psychoanalysis?
(Women and Psychology) is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the
item but latter it will shock you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic
author who all write the book in such wonderful way makes the content inside easier to understand,
entertaining technique but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating
having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of gains than the
other book possess such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking way. So , still want to
postpone having that book? If I were being you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.
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