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Field placement is one of the most exciting and exhilarating parts of a formal
social work education. It is also one of the most challenging. It allows you, the
student, to put into practice the concepts, theories, and skills learned in the
classroom. It puts you in the position of practicing with live clients. It givesyou
room to explore and grow as a budding professional. More than anything else, it
requires you to look inside yourself to examine yourself, your abilities, your
reactions, and your suitability as a social worker. It can beinvigorating, and it
can be extremely difficult.

Field placement regardless of the setting or time involves universal issues for al
socia work students. Those issues are reflected in THE FIELD PLACEMENT
SURVIVAL GUIDE. This collection of articlesfrom THE NEW SOCIAL
WORK ER magazine addresses the multitude of issues that social work students
in field placement face, including choosing a placement, getting prepared, using
supervision effectively, working with clients, copies with challenges, and moving
on to a successful socia work career.

This collection is a goldmine of practical information that will help social work
students take advantage of all the field placement experience hasto offer. Each
chapter (many written by seasoned expertsin field education; others by students)
presents a different aspect of the practicum and offers students insight into the
importance of both the challenges and the joys of this unique learning
experience. This second edition includes 9 new chapters.

This book is part of the BEST OF THE NEW SOCIAL WORKERA® book
series.
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Field placement is one of the most exciting and exhilarating parts of aformal socia work education. It isalso
one of the most challenging. It allows you, the student, to put into practice the concepts, theories, and skills
learned in the classroom. It puts you in the position of practicing with live clients. It gives you room to
explore and grow as a budding professional. More than anything else, it requires you to look inside yourself
to examine yourself, your abilities, your reactions, and your suitability as a social worker. It can be
invigorating, and it can be extremely difficult.

Field placement regardless of the setting or time involves universal issues for all social work students. Those
issues are reflected in THE FIELD PLACEMENT SURVIVAL GUIDE. This collection of articles from
THE NEW SOCIAL WORKER magazine addresses the multitude of issues that social work studentsin field
placement face, including choosing a placement, getting prepared, using supervision effectively, working
with clients, copies with challenges, and moving on to a successful social work career.

This collection is agoldmine of practical information that will help social work students take advantage of
al the field placement experience hasto offer. Each chapter (many written by seasoned expertsin field
education; others by students) presents a different aspect of the practicum and offers students insight into the
importance of both the challenges and the joys of this unique learning experience. This second edition
includes 9 new chapters.

This book is part of the BEST OF THE NEW SOCIAL WORKERA® book series.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Linda May Grobman, ACSW, LSW, received her MSW from the University of Georgia School of Social
Work. Sheisthe founder, publisher, and editor of THE NEW SOCIAL WORKER magazine. Sheis editor of
the book DAY SIN THE LIVES OF SOCIAL WORKERS and co-author with Gary B. Grant of THE
SOCIAL WORKER'SINTERNET HANDBOOK. Linda has been a social worker in mental health and
medical settings, and sheis aformer staff member of two state chapters of NASW.

Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.
Excerpt from the Introduction to THE FIELD PLACEMENT SURVIVAL GUIDE

Field placement—as | remember it, it is one of the most exciting and exhilarating parts of aformal social
work education. It is also one of the most challenging. It allows you, the student, to put into practice the
concepts, theories, and skills you have learned in the classroom. It puts you in the position of “practicing”
with live clients. It gives you room to explore and grow as a budding professional. More than anything else,
it requires you to look inside yourself—to examine yourself, your abilities, your reactions, and your
suitability as asocia worker. It can be invigorating, and it can be extremely difficult.

Field placement—regardless of the setting or time—involves universal issuesfor all social work students.
Those issues are reflected in these articles, which are presented here as part of the “Best of THE NEW
SOCIAL WORKER” book series. These articles represent the “best” that educators who work day-to-day
with field placement students have to offer.

Thetitle of thisbook is THE FIELD PLACEMENT SURVIVAL GUIDE. Isfield placement something that
| must survive? you may ask. What does that mean? | conducted a survey on THE NEW SOCIAL
WORKER's Web site to help name this book. The title with the word “ survival” in it won hands down. |
suspect that the reason for thisis that those who have aready gone through the practicum experience do feel
asif they have survived.

| surefelt that way. Asan MSW student who wanted to enter the mental health field, | couldn’t have landed
amore perfect placement. | interviewed and was accepted at alarge family service agency in amajor
metropolitan area. | was placed at the agency’ s branch office in my neighborhood. There were social work
students from prestigious schools around the country, and we would meet each week for group supervision
and learning. | would be working alongside and learning from some of the social work leadersin the area.

....Thepracticum was all | could hope for and more. It was one of the most difficult experiences of my life
(and certainly of my education), and | wouldn’'t have had it any other way. | learned, | grew, and | survived.

Y ou may feel thisway, too. It’s not that anyone is purposely putting you through a* survival” experience,
like college fraternity “hazing” or those “reality-based” TV shows. It’ s just that learning to practice socia
work is hard work. The intense self-examination is a necessary part of learning to work with others. Putting
theory into practice may not come as easily as you thought it would. Y ou may feel uncomfortable with “not
knowing”—a concept Manfred Melcher discussesin his book BECOMING A SOCIAL WORKER (another
book in this series).

Y ou may (and probably will) bump into some challenges along the way.... Y ou are becoming a professional
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in a highly demanding field, and it takes some work to get there.

The chaptersin this book can help you get through those bumpy spots, keep moving through your placement,
and get to the other side—being a full-fledged, successful social work professional.

LindaMay Grobman, ACSW, LSW

Users Review
From reader reviews:
ThomasBritton:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your condition; you can
add your knowledge by the guide entitled The Field Placement Survival Guide: What Y ou Need to Know to
Get the Most From Y our Social Work Practicum (Second Edition). Try to the actual book The Field
Placement Survival Guide: What Y ou Need to Know to Get the Most From Y our Social Work Practicum
(Second Edition) as your friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you sense alone and beside
that course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it isvery fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes
you much more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let me make new experience
and also knowledge with this book.

Emily Sandlin:

The book The Field Placement Survival Guide: What Y ou Need to Know to Get the Most From Y our Social
Work Practicum (Second Edition) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want.
Exactly why must we leave the good thing like a book The Field Placement Survival Guide: What Y ou Need
to Know to Get the Most From Y our Social Work Practicum (Second Edition)? A number of you have a
different opinion about reserve. But one aim that book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely suitable.
Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you can give for
each other; you may share all of these. Book The Field Placement Survival Guide: What Y ou Need to Know
to Get the Most From Y our Social Work Practicum (Second Edition) has simple shape but you know: it has
great and large function for you. Y ou can seem the enormous world by wide open and read a publication. So
itisvery wonderful.

Dane People:

Now aday peoplethat Living in the era where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not demand people to be aware of each info they get. How individualsto be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Studying a book can
help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specifically this The Field Placement Survival
Guide: What Y ou Need to Know to Get the Most From Y our Social Work Practicum (Second Edition) book
because book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred percent
guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.
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Michael Hollinger:

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this The Field Placement Survival Guide:

What Y ou Need to Know to Get the Most From Y our Social Work Practicum (Second Edition) guide written
by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who aso
read the book. Written with good manner for you, dripping every ideas and publishing skill only for
eliminate your current hunger then you still uncertainty The Field Placement Survival Guide: What Y ou
Need to Know to Get the Most From Y our Social Work Practicum (Second Edition) as good book not simply
by the cover but also by content. Thisis one book that can break don't evaluate book by its handle, so do you
still needing a different sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already said so why
you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.
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