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Explicating clearly and concisely the full implication of a praxis-oriented
language pedagogy, this book argues for an approach to language teaching
grounded in a significant scientific theory of human learning?a stance that rejects
the consumer approach to theory and the dichotomy between theory and practice
that dominates SLA and language teaching. This approach is based on
Vygotsky’s sociocultural theory, according to which the two activities are
inherently connected so that each is necessarily rooted in the other; practice is the
research laboratory where the theory is tested. From the perspective of language
education, this is what is meant by the ‘pedagogical imperative.’ 

Sociocultural Theory and the Pedagogical Imperative in L2 Education
• Elaborates  a new approach to dealing with the relationship between theory and
practice?an approach grounded in praxis?the dialectical unity of theory and
practice
• Presents an analysis of empirical research illustrating praxis-based principles in
real language classrooms
• Brings together cognitive linguistics and sociocultural theory ? the former
provides the theoretical knowledge of language required of praxis and the latter
furnishes the theoretical principles of learning and development also called for in
a praxis approach
• Offers recommendations for redesigning teacher education programs

Its timely focus on the theory-practice gap in language education and its original
approach to bridging it put this book at the cutting edge of thinking about
Vygotskian sociocultural theory in applied linguistics and SLA.
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Explicating clearly and concisely the full implication of a praxis-oriented language pedagogy, this book
argues for an approach to language teaching grounded in a significant scientific theory of human learning?a
stance that rejects the consumer approach to theory and the dichotomy between theory and practice that
dominates SLA and language teaching. This approach is based on Vygotsky’s sociocultural theory,
according to which the two activities are inherently connected so that each is necessarily rooted in the other;
practice is the research laboratory where the theory is tested. From the perspective of language education,
this is what is meant by the ‘pedagogical imperative.’ 

Sociocultural Theory and the Pedagogical Imperative in L2 Education
• Elaborates  a new approach to dealing with the relationship between theory and practice?an approach
grounded in praxis?the dialectical unity of theory and practice
• Presents an analysis of empirical research illustrating praxis-based principles in real language classrooms
• Brings together cognitive linguistics and sociocultural theory ? the former provides the theoretical
knowledge of language required of praxis and the latter furnishes the theoretical principles of learning and
development also called for in a praxis approach
• Offers recommendations for redesigning teacher education programs

Its timely focus on the theory-practice gap in language education and its original approach to bridging it put
this book at the cutting edge of thinking about Vygotskian sociocultural theory in applied linguistics and
SLA.
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Editorial Review

Review

"This book’s up-to-date, detailed exposition of L2 SCT research, concepts, and pedagogical practice is
certain to appeal to experienced and curious SCT researchers." ?Applied Linguistics

About the Author

James P. Lantolf is the George and Jane Greer Professor in Language Acquisition and Applied Linguistics
in the Department of Applied Linguistics at Penn State University, USA.

Matthew E. Poehner is Associate Professor and Program Director of the K-12 teacher certification program
in World Languages Education and Applied Linguistics in the Department of Curriculum and Instruction at
Penn State University, USA.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Andrew Wilson:

In other case, little folks like to read book Sociocultural Theory and the Pedagogical Imperative in L2
Education: Vygotskian Praxis and the Research/Practice Divide (ESL & Applied Linguistics Professional
Series). You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Provided that we know about how is
important any book Sociocultural Theory and the Pedagogical Imperative in L2 Education: Vygotskian
Praxis and the Research/Practice Divide (ESL & Applied Linguistics Professional Series). You can add
knowledge and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book
you can understand everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple
thing until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we could open a book or maybe searching by
internet device. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's read.

Mohammed Thomas:

This Sociocultural Theory and the Pedagogical Imperative in L2 Education: Vygotskian Praxis and the
Research/Practice Divide (ESL & Applied Linguistics Professional Series) book is simply not ordinary book,
you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is actually
information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper you actually read a lot
of information you will get. That Sociocultural Theory and the Pedagogical Imperative in L2 Education:
Vygotskian Praxis and the Research/Practice Divide (ESL & Applied Linguistics Professional Series)
without we know teach the one who reading through it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't be
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worry Sociocultural Theory and the Pedagogical Imperative in L2 Education: Vygotskian Praxis and the
Research/Practice Divide (ESL & Applied Linguistics Professional Series) can bring when you are and not
make your case space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop
even phone. This Sociocultural Theory and the Pedagogical Imperative in L2 Education: Vygotskian Praxis
and the Research/Practice Divide (ESL & Applied Linguistics Professional Series) having good arrangement
in word as well as layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Irma Huges:

Sociocultural Theory and the Pedagogical Imperative in L2 Education: Vygotskian Praxis and the
Research/Practice Divide (ESL & Applied Linguistics Professional Series) can be one of your beginner
books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary
that can increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the
information. The writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into joy arrangement in writing
Sociocultural Theory and the Pedagogical Imperative in L2 Education: Vygotskian Praxis and the
Research/Practice Divide (ESL & Applied Linguistics Professional Series) although doesn't forget the main
point, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource details that maybe you can be one of it.
This great information can certainly drawn you into new stage of crucial imagining.

Monika Cunniff:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Sociocultural Theory and the Pedagogical
Imperative in L2 Education: Vygotskian Praxis and the Research/Practice Divide (ESL & Applied
Linguistics Professional Series) was multi-colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book
Sociocultural Theory and the Pedagogical Imperative in L2 Education: Vygotskian Praxis and the
Research/Practice Divide (ESL & Applied Linguistics Professional Series) has many kinds or type. Start
from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and feel that you are the
character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers you feel happy,
fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading this.
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