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In this fascinating book, Sander L. Gilman traces the history of how sexuality has
been represented in Western civilization since the advent of Christianity. In so
doing, he shows how these cultures define themselves and are shaped by their
concepts of beauty and ugliness, masculinity and femininity, health and sickness,
the sacred and profane. Gilman demonstrates how such concepts are elements in
the greater tapestry of Western culture, through which run threads that have
remained unbroken for nearly two millennia.

With the help of over three-hundred and twenty pictorial representations
produced throughout the ages (most of them unavailable elsewhere), he provides
a thorough, comparative look at the foundations and mechanisms of Western
sexual constructs and their impact on every aspect of life. From the Middle Ages
through current myth-making about AIDS, he draws on materials from medicine,
anatomy, pathology, art, and literature to show how ideas of the body and the
sexual are and have been portrayed.

Sexuality: An Illustrated History is a fascinating-and sometimes disturbing-
contribution to the current discourse on sexual ethics and politics. It helps in
defining sexuality and the understanding and portrayal of the body as a social and
historical phenomenon while exposing the sources and mechanisms of cultures'
most deep-seated prejudices.

Sander L. Gilman, PhD, is a distinguished professor of the Liberal Arts and
Sciences as well as Professor of Psychiatry at Emory University. A respected
educator, he has served as Old Dominion Visiting Professor of English at
Princeton; Northrop Frye Visiting Professor of Comparative Literature at the
University of Toronto; Mellon Visiting Professor of Humanities at Tulane
University; Goldwin Smith Professor of Humane Studies at Cornell University;
and Professor of the History of Psychiatry at Cornell Medical College. He has
written and edited several books including The Face of Madness and Seeing the
Insane.
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In this fascinating book, Sander L. Gilman traces the history of how sexuality has been represented in
Western civilization since the advent of Christianity. In so doing, he shows how these cultures define
themselves and are shaped by their concepts of beauty and ugliness, masculinity and femininity, health and
sickness, the sacred and profane. Gilman demonstrates how such concepts are elements in the greater
tapestry of Western culture, through which run threads that have remained unbroken for nearly two
millennia.

With the help of over three-hundred and twenty pictorial representations produced throughout the ages (most
of them unavailable elsewhere), he provides a thorough, comparative look at the foundations and
mechanisms of Western sexual constructs and their impact on every aspect of life. From the Middle Ages
through current myth-making about AIDS, he draws on materials from medicine, anatomy, pathology, art,
and literature to show how ideas of the body and the sexual are and have been portrayed.

Sexuality: An Illustrated History is a fascinating-and sometimes disturbing-contribution to the current
discourse on sexual ethics and politics. It helps in defining sexuality and the understanding and portrayal of
the body as a social and historical phenomenon while exposing the sources and mechanisms of cultures' most
deep-seated prejudices.

Sander L. Gilman, PhD, is a distinguished professor of the Liberal Arts and Sciences as well as Professor
of Psychiatry at Emory University. A respected educator, he has served as Old Dominion Visiting Professor
of English at Princeton; Northrop Frye Visiting Professor of Comparative Literature at the University of
Toronto; Mellon Visiting Professor of Humanities at Tulane University; Goldwin Smith Professor of
Humane Studies at Cornell University; and Professor of the History of Psychiatry at Cornell Medical
College. He has written and edited several books including The Face of Madness and Seeing the Insane.
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Editorial Review

From the Publisher
A pictorial cultural history of the images and iconography of sexuality in the Western world, from the
Middle Ages down to the present. The first book of its type, this beautifully illustrated work contains 328
plates, many heretofore unknown, which comprise the visual tradition of human sexuality. Traces
mythmaking about the sexual form, from the early cultural roots of Christianity to more recent mythmaking
about AIDS, drawing on material from medicine, anatomy, pathology, art, and literature to show how our
idea of the body and its sexuality has been portrayed. Includes new material on Jack the Ripper, and new
interpretations on the contributions of Da Vinci and Goethe.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

George Harvey:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time to read a book. These are reading whatever
they have because their hobby is actually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like reading a book?
Sometime, particular person feel need book when they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well,
probably you should have this Sexuality: An Illustrated History.

Herbert White:

The particular book Sexuality: An Illustrated History will bring someone to the new experience of reading
some sort of book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book you
just read, this book very appropriate to you. The book Sexuality: An Illustrated History is much
recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can quickly to
read the book.

James Buscher:

Sexuality: An Illustrated History can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. We all recommend
that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in vocabulary,
easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The article author giving
his/her effort to get every word into delight arrangement in writing Sexuality: An Illustrated History however
doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource data that
maybe you can be one of it. This great information can drawn you into completely new stage of crucial
pondering.
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Rex Oswald:

As a college student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library
in order to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's
internal or real their passion. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
right now there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring in
addition to can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you
personally. As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many
ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this Sexuality: An Illustrated History can make you experience more
interested to read.
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