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An engaging and challenging introduction to Jean Genet, this concise biography
of the French writer and his work cuts directly to the intersection of thought and
life that was essential to Genet's creativity. Arguing that Genet's life was an
extraordinary spectacle in which the themes of his most revolutionary works
were played out, Stephen Barber gives both the work and its singular inspiration
in Genet's life their full due.

Abandoned, arrested, and repeatedly incarcerated, Genet, who died in 1986, led a
life that could best be described as a tour of the underworld of the twentieth
century.

Similarly, Genet's work is recognized by its nearly obsessive and often savage
treatment of certain recurring themes. Sex, desire, death, oppression, domination-
these ideas, central to Genet's artistic project, can be seen as preoccupations that
arose directly from the artist's travels, imprisonments, sexual and emotional
relationships, and political engagements and protests. This trenchant volume
focuses directly on the moments in Genet's life in which those preoccupations are
vividly projected in his novels, theater works, and film projects.

Genet's works have been hugely influential for a vast array of writers,
filmmakers, choreographers, and directors, especially at moments of social crisis;
thus Genet's life is not only at the root of his own work but also that of many
important artists of the twentieth century. With its frank and illuminating
introduction by Edmund White, Jean Genet gives readers access to this brilliant
and brutal mind.
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An engaging and challenging introduction to Jean Genet, this concise biography of the French writer and his
work cuts directly to the intersection of thought and life that was essential to Genet's creativity. Arguing that
Genet's life was an extraordinary spectacle in which the themes of his most revolutionary works were played
out, Stephen Barber gives both the work and its singular inspiration in Genet's life their full due.

Abandoned, arrested, and repeatedly incarcerated, Genet, who died in 1986, led a life that could best be
described as a tour of the underworld of the twentieth century.

Similarly, Genet's work is recognized by its nearly obsessive and often savage treatment of certain recurring
themes. Sex, desire, death, oppression, domination-these ideas, central to Genet's artistic project, can be seen
as preoccupations that arose directly from the artist's travels, imprisonments, sexual and emotional
relationships, and political engagements and protests. This trenchant volume focuses directly on the moments
in Genet's life in which those preoccupations are vividly projected in his novels, theater works, and film
projects.

Genet's works have been hugely influential for a vast array of writers, filmmakers, choreographers, and
directors, especially at moments of social crisis; thus Genet's life is not only at the root of his own work but
also that of many important artists of the twentieth century. With its frank and illuminating introduction by
Edmund White, Jean Genet gives readers access to this brilliant and brutal mind.
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Editorial Review

Review

"A magisterial overview of the key episodes in Genet's existence, a profound understanding of his main
artistic experiments and a lively sympathy for his political loyalties. . . . I relished reading this book."
(Edmund White 2004-10-01)

"One in a new series of beautifully produced 'Critical Lives' -- very short critical biographies whose main
target audience is likely to be undergraduates, but that will also do nicely for a general audience."
(Gregory Woods The Times Literary Supplement 2005-03-01)

“He provides a powerful backdrop for understanding Genet's hatred of French society. . . . Mr. Barber’s
command of Genet’s literature and life make his book a good starting point for understanding a sensibility
that might otherwise be dismissed as vicious.”--New York Sun
(Carl Rollyson New York Sun 2005-04-18)

"This focused yet fragmentary treatment seems to me to be an apposite way for dealing with Genet, a writer
whose life, even now, has immense lacunae. . . Barber has an elegant prose style, elliptical and engaging in
about equal measure, and this makes for a provocative and informative critical biography."

(Paul Kane The Compulsive Reader 2005-03-01)

About the Author

Stephen Barber is professor of media arts at Kingston University, Surrey. He is the author
of numerous books, including, most recently, Extreme Europe and Projected Cities:
Cinema and Urban Space, also published by Reaktion Books.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Charles Settles:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting Jean Genet (Critical Lives) that
give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading addiction all over the
world can be said as the method for people to know world far better then how they react toward the world. It
can't be stated constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to
become success person. So , for all you who want to start reading through as your good habit, it is possible to
pick Jean Genet (Critical Lives) become your personal starter.

John Malcolm:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try to pick
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one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its include may doesn't work at this
point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside appearance
likes. Maybe you answer is usually Jean Genet (Critical Lives) why because the fantastic cover that make
you consider about the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is usually fantastic as
the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Tanya Nolan:

Many people spending their period by playing outside with friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by studying a book. Ugh, ya
think reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It alright you can
have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Jean Genet (Critical Lives) which
is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's notice.

Ronald Kleiman:

This Jean Genet (Critical Lives) is fresh way for you who has interest to look for some information given it
relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you
who still having little bit of digest in reading this Jean Genet (Critical Lives) can be the light food for
yourself because the information inside this specific book is easy to get through anyone. These books
develop itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book form. People who think
that in book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So you cannot find any
in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you actually.
So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book style for your better life and also knowledge.
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