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Iran has rarely been out of the headlines. Y et mediainterest and extensive
coverage has tended to hinder rather than help our understanding of Iran asan
idea, an identity, and a people, leading to a superficial understanding of what isa
complex and nuanced political culture and civilization.

This Very Short Introduction presents aradical reinterpretation of Iranian history
and poalitics, placing the Islamic Revolution in the context of a century of
political change and social transformation. By considering the various factors
that have contributed towards the construction of the idea of Iran and the
complex identity of Iranians themselves, Ali Ansari steers a clear path towards a
more realistic understanding for usall.

ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford
University Press contains hundreds of titlesin almost every subject area. These
pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our
expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to
make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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Iran has rarely been out of the headlines. Y et mediainterest and extensive coverage has tended to hinder
rather than help our understanding of Iran as an idea, an identity, and a people, leading to a superficial
understanding of what is a complex and nuanced political culture and civilization.

This Very Short Introduction presents aradical reinterpretation of Iranian history and politics, placing the
Islamic Revolution in the context of a century of political change and social transformation. By considering
the various factors that have contributed towards the construction of the idea of Iran and the complex identity
of Iranians themselves, Ali Ansari steers aclear path towards a more realistic understanding for us all.

ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds
of titlesin amost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in anew
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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Editorial Review

Review

It is aconsiderable challenge to sum up the essense of Iran, with its recorded history of more than 2,500
years, in only alittle more than a hundred pages. But Ali Ansari does so effectively by focusing on the multi-
layered identity of the Iranians. David Blow, The Times Literary Supplement This book iswritten in alively
and accessible style. It isfull of insightsinto modern Iran, the most important of which isthe continuing
impact of Iran's mythology and long history on the present. It should be required reading for anyone
proposing to negotiate with Iranians, whether in politics or business. Geopoalitics and Security, Francis
Robinson

About the Author

Ali M. Ansari is Professor of Iranian History & Founding Director of the Institute for Iranian Studies at the
University of St Andrews; Senior Associate Fellow, Royal United Services Institute; Vice President of the
British Ingtitute for Persian Studies. He is the author of The Palitics of Nationalismin Maodern Iran (CUP,
2012) and Crisis of Authority: Iran's 2009 Presidential Election (Chatham House, 2010). In 2013 Ali Ansari
was elected President of BIPS.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Willis Newby:

Thislran: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) book is simply not ordinary book, you have
after that it the world isin your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book will be information
inside this book incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper an individual read alot of
information you will get. This specific Iran: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) without
we know teach the one who reading it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't be worry Iran:
A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) can bring any time you are and not make your tote
space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even telephone. This
Iran: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) having very good arrangement in word in
addition to layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Claire Davis;

Reading a guide tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With studying you can get alot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyonein thisworld can easily share their
idea. Publications can also inspire alot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their very own reader with
their story or even their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the publications. But also they write
about the data about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authorsin thisworld always
try to improve their skill inwriting, they also doing some investigation before they write for their book. One
of them isthislran: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions).
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Mary Lewis:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, limited story and the biggest oneis novel. Now, why not attempting Iran: A Very Short Introduction
(Very Short Introductions) that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by reading this book.
Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world better then how
they react when it comes to the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading habit only for the geeky
particular person but for all of you who wants to become success person. So, for al you who want to start
studying as your good habit, you could pick Iran: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions)
become your personal starter.

Desiree Grajeda:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity together with
family or just watching TV the whole day. Y ou can have new activity to pay your whole day by looking at a
book. Ugh, think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It fine
you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Iran: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions) which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.
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