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Started by Dr. Seuss, finished by Jack Prelutsky, and illustrated by Lane Smith,
Hooray for Diffendoofer Day! is a joyous ode to individuality starring unsinkable
teacher Miss Bonkers and the quirky Diffendoofer School (which must prove it
has taught its students how to think--or have them sent to dreary Flobbertown).
Included is an introduction by Dr. Seuss's longtime editor explaining how the
book came to be and reproductions of Dr. Seuss's original pencil sketches and
hand-printed notes for the book—a true find for all Seuss collectors!  Jack
Prelutsky and Lane Smith pay homage to the Good Doctor in their own
distinctive ways, the result of which is the union of three one-of-a-kind voices in
a brand-new, completely original book that is greater than the sum of its parts.
For all of us who will never forget our school days and that special teacher, here
is a book to give and to get.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
With the release of Hooray for Diffendoofer Day! readers young and old are afforded a dazzling glimpse into
the genius of Theodor "Dr. Seuss" Geisel. The book is based on 14 rough drawings and verses Geisel's
secretary gave to the author's editor, Janet Schulman, after his death in 1991. In these scribbled sketches and
scratched-out lines, we witness the Seussian process in building a story. When brainstorming the name of
what resulted in the Diffendoofer School, he jots down several possible names--"William Wilkins Woofer
Junior," "Woodrow Watkins Woofer," "Zoofendorf Elementary," "J. Ebeneezer Bomberg Jr."--all of a
slightly different cadence and rhythm, which he tests like a composer writing a new concerto.

A small collection of Geisel's rough sketches would be plenty to thrill even the Grinchiest of readers, but
there's much more to this marvelous book. Renowned children's poet Jack Prelutsky and award-winning
illustrator Lane Smith were called to action by Schulman to pull these sketches into a complete story that
would make Dr. Seuss fruffulous with glee. Prelutsky's delicious verse is uncannily Seussian, and it is
inexplicably sensational when exploring the Diffendoofer School to discover good old Horton, a platter of
green eggs and ham, and a few Whos from Who-ville scattered across the surreal and fascinating landscape
of Smith's artwork. Lane and Prelutsky have gone above and beyond the call of duty, maintaining the
characters and themes Geisel was just beginning to develop, but enhancing them with their own delightful
stylistic stamps.

Above all, this incredible book is an ode to unorthodox, unusually creative teachers, and the innovative
thinking they encourage in young minds. (Miss Twining, for example, teaches "how to tell chrysanthemums
from miniature poodles.") It is a noble theme, and one that Geisel surely had in mind when he concocted
these preliminary sketches. Both new Dr. Seuss aficionados and those who remember The Cat in the Hat's
1957 debut will cherish this book for its message, artwork, and poetry, and most of all, as a tribute to the man
who inspired thousands of readers. (Age 3 and older)

From Publishers Weekly
Dr. Seuss's name towers over the title on the jacket here, setting up readers to measure the book
within?extrapolated from scanty manuscript and sketches?against the late artist's classic works. While such a
comparison is almost certain to disappoint, it also distracts from an appreciation of the fruitful collaboration
between the ebullient Prelutsky (The Dragons Are Singing Tonight) and the innovative Smith (The Stinky
Cheese Man). Given some rough art and verses and a list of characters that were compiled by Seuss in 1988
or 1989, Prelutsky and Smith fashion a plot, message and visual milieu (see Children's Books, Feb. 9). Zesty
rhymes, some of them Seuss's own, catalogue the eccentric staff of Diffendoofer School. Then trouble
threatens: the students must take a standardized test to prove Diffendoofer's worth, lest the school be closed
and everyone sent to Flobbertown ("And we shuddered at the name,/ For everyone in Flobbertown/ Does
everything the same"). The valiant Miss Bonkers inspires her troops. Balancing a globe on one finger, she
proudly declaims: "We've taught you that the earth is round,/ That red and white make pink,/ And something
else that matters more-/ We've taught you how to think." Smith pastes in some Seuss sketches and invites
Seuss characters and book jackets into his collages. The look, however, is very much Smith's; his style is so
strong that it subsumes the Seussian elements in evidence (not just the collaged art but the typeface, the
colored pages, the tilt of a given character's nose, etc.). Perhaps the richest reward?for adults if not for
children?is the absorbing, meaty afterword by editor Janet Schulman, which allows readers a view of Seuss's
draft and gives rare insight into the creative process. Ages 5-up.
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From School Library Journal
Kindergarten-Grade 6AThe original talents of Prelutsky and Smith bring an unfinished Dr. Seuss story to
life-and what a story it is! The tale revolves around Diffendoofer School, a place where teachers make their
own rules and students are taught to think. Their curriculum is an unusual one, covering such topics as
"smelling," "laughing," and "how to tell a cactus from a cow," and the school is staffed by people who break
all the stereotypes. When the principal informs the students that they must pass a rigorous test or risk being
sent to dreary Flobbertown, the tension is palpable, but the inimitable Miss Bonkers is certain they'll pass. In
fact, they receive the highest score, saving their school and their rather unorthodox education as well. The
story fairly jumps off the page, as do the bright, exuberant collage and oil illustrations, which look like a
combination of the familiar Seussian style and Smith's own. A sense of fun reigns supreme, and school
comes off looking like a great place to be. Dr. Seuss's well-known books and characters (and even Ted
Geisel himself) make cameo appearances throughout the work. The editor's notes on the process of creating
the book include original sketches and ideas from Geisel's notebooks. This outstanding work is a must for all
collections. Buy extra copies-and be sure to include one for the professional shelf as well. It's a great tribute
to the importance of creative thinking in the classroom.ANancy Menaldi-Scanlan, LaSalle Academy,
Providence, RI
Copyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Benjamin French:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold
on guys that aren't like that. This Hooray for Diffendoofer Day! book is readable through you who hate the
perfect word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without
leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer regarding Hooray for
Diffendoofer Day! content conveys the thought easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book
are not different in the content but it just different such as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Hooray for
Diffendoofer Day! is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Barbie Brookins:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, short story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not seeking Hooray for Diffendoofer
Day! that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading behavior all
over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world better then how they react to the
world. It can't be stated constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky particular person but for all of
you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all you who want to start reading through as your good
habit, you could pick Hooray for Diffendoofer Day! become your personal starter.

James Kyles:

Many people spending their time by playing outside together with friends, fun activity having family or just
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watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It alright
you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Hooray for Diffendoofer
Day! which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.

Dianne Roy:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This specific Hooray for Diffendoofer Day! can give you a lot of
friends because by you checking out this one book you have issue that they don't and make you more like an
interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for you to get success. This book offer you
information that probably your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than additional make you to be great
individuals. So , why hesitate? Let me have Hooray for Diffendoofer Day!.
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