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A Nobel Prize-winning playwright's classic tale of tragic decisions in a
traditional African culture.

Based on events that took place in Oyo, an ancient Yoruba city of Nigeria, in
1946, Wole Soyinka's powerful play concerns the intertwined lives of Elesin
Oba, the king's chief horseman; his son, Olunde, now studying medicine in
England; and Simon Pilkings, the colonial district officer. The king has died and
Elesin, his chief horseman, is expected by law and custom to commit suicide and
accompany his ruler to heaven. The stage is set for a dramatic climax when
Pilkings learns of the ritual and decides to intervene and Elesin's son arrives
home.
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A Nobel Prize-winning playwright's classic tale of tragic decisions in a traditional African culture.

Based on events that took place in Oyo, an ancient Yoruba city of Nigeria, in 1946, Wole Soyinka's powerful
play concerns the intertwined lives of Elesin Oba, the king's chief horseman; his son, Olunde, now studying
medicine in England; and Simon Pilkings, the colonial district officer. The king has died and Elesin, his chief
horseman, is expected by law and custom to commit suicide and accompany his ruler to heaven. The stage is
set for a dramatic climax when Pilkings learns of the ritual and decides to intervene and Elesin's son arrives
home.
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Editorial Review

Review

?Death and the King's Horseman blends European literary theater with total-theater traditions from the
Yoruba tribe in Southwest Nigeria. Through poetry, chorus, politics, and storytelling, Soyinka both
entertains and asks subtle questions about mass psychology, individual psychology, and universal human
struggles of the will.

?Death and the King's Horseman blends European literary theater with total-theater traditions from the
Yoruba tribe in Southwest Nigeria. Through poetry, chorus, politics, and storytelling, Soyinka both
entertains and asks subtle questions about mass psychology, individual psychology, and universal human
struggles of the will. "

About the Author
Wole Soyinka, one of Africa's foremost writers, won the Nobel Prize in 1986 and is the author of Death and
the King's Horseman, among other works.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Brent Thompson:

Book will be written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can realize everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A publication Death and the King's Horseman: A Play
will make you to be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about anything. But some
of you think this open or reading a new book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they could be
thought like that? Have you searching for best book or appropriate book with you?

Paul Eastman:

This book untitled Death and the King's Horseman: A Play to be one of several books that best seller in this
year, that is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy that
book in the book retailer or you can order it via online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It
makes you easier to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to
you personally to past this e-book from your list.

Cathleen Read:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you
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can read a book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the
whole day to reading a guide. The book Death and the King's Horseman: A Play it is very good to read.
There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. Should you did
not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this
book from your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book has high quality.

Andre Barrett:

That book can make you to feel relax. This particular book Death and the King's Horseman: A Play was
vibrant and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Death and the King's Horseman: A Play
has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan
you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are usually make you
bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like
reading that will.
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