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This account of an ethnomusicologist’s experience conducting fieldwork offers a
glimpse into the life of New Zealand’s Maori people through his documentation
of traditional songs. The audio recordings included span 1958 through 1979, a
time when many of the culture’s traditions were fading. Sensitive writing and
attention to the challenges of anthropological fieldwork shed light on
postcolonialism in New Zealand and its effects on Maori and Polynesian cultures
and the continuance of traditional music.
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This account of an ethnomusicologist’s experience conducting fieldwork offers a glimpse into the life of
New Zealand’s Maori people through his documentation of traditional songs. The audio recordings included
span 1958 through 1979, a time when many of the culture’s traditions were fading. Sensitive writing and
attention to the challenges of anthropological fieldwork shed light on postcolonialism in New Zealand and its
effects on Maori and Polynesian cultures and the continuance of traditional music.
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Editorial Review

Review

"A treasure trove of how to become an ethnomusicologist, with all sorts of insights into the pleasures and the
problems."  —British Review of New Zealand Studies

About the Author

Mervyn McLean is a former associate professor of ethnomusicology and the director of the archive of
Maori and Pacific music at University of Auckland. He is the author of Maori Music and Weavers of Song
and the coauthor of Songs of a Kaumatua and Traditional Songs of the Maori.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Carmen Jensen:

Book will be written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can learn everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A guide To Tatau Waka: In Search of Maori Music
will make you to be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But
some of you think that will open or reading the book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they
are often thought like that? Have you in search of best book or acceptable book with you?

Barbara Shephard:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they're still students or the item for all people in
the world, the actual best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't
need do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book To Tatau Waka: In Search of
Maori Music. All type of book can you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet sources or other
social media.

Russell Wade:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading practice
give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the
book that improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of publication you
read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with training books but if you want feel happy read one with
theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The To Tatau Waka: In Search of Maori Music is kind of
reserve which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.
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John Hill:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our expertise for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This book To Tatau Waka: In Search of Maori Music was filled concerning science. Spend
your spare time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has various feel
when they reading the book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a e-book.
In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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