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An award-winning author presents a riveting account of the extraordinary career

and accomplishments of boxer Muhammad Ali. This biography chronicles Ali's
impact on race relations inside and outside the sports world.
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Editorial Review
From School Library Journal

Gr 7 Up-Anintroduction to Ali'slife from his childhood to the present day, focusing on his career and the
controversies surrounding him. Both histalent in the boxing ring and his showmanship earned him
international fame, while hisrefusal to accept the stereotypical role of ablack athletic star in the 1960s and
his membership in the Nation of 1slam brought him notoriety. Myers interweaves fight sequences with the
boxer's life story and the political events and issues of the day. He doesn't shy away from reporting on the
brutality of the sport and documents the toll it has taken on its many stars. Ample black-and-white
photographs of the subject in and out of the ring illustrate the book. Covering Ali is adaunting task,
especially since dozens of books and hundreds of articles have been written about him in the last 40 years.
Fortunately, young adults have their own award-winning author, one with the perspective of being ayoung
African American in Harlem during the height of the boxer's fame, to tell his story. Myers's writing flows
while describing the boxing action and the legend's larger-than-life story.-Michael McCullough, Byron-
Bergen Middle School, Bergen, NY

Copyright 2001 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist

Gr. 6-10. Myerstells the familiar story of Muhammad Ali'slife and career in such away asto inspire a new
generation of readers, young people whose first glimpse of Ali may have come at the 1996 Olympics, when
the Parkinson's-stricken former heavyweight champion lit the Olympic torch. Focusing on race, politics,
religion, and boxing--"the arenas in which Ali's mark wasindeliblein . . . the national consciousness'--
Myersvividly re-creates the life of the young Cassius Clay, from his childhood in segregated Louisvillein
the 1950s, through his Olympic triumph in 1960, to hisrise as a professional fighter, culminating with the
stunning victory over Sonny Liston in 1964. Then comes the dramatic second act of the Ali story--the
transformation of young Clay into Muhammad Ali, a committed Black Muslim who would sacrifice his
heavyweight title and face imprisonment by refusing to serve in the army during the Vietnam War. Myers
succinctly summarizes the furor surrounding Ali's political activism, and he captures the excitement that Ali
created in a generation of young African Americans (including Myers himself), who found in the brash,
young boxer anew kind of hero. And, perhaps most vividly, Myers describes Ali the fighter, explaining his
technique and offering a perceptive overview of the troubled business of boxing and the great physical risks
the sport entails. Thisisfinally astory about a black man of tremendous courage, the kind of universal story
that needs awriter as talented as Myers to retell it for every generation. Bill Ott

Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved
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Walter Dean Myersisthe 2012 - 2013 National Ambassador for Y oung Peopl€'s Literature. Heisthe
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Users Review
From reader reviews:
Erica Logan:

Book isto be different per grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. Asitis
known to us that book is very important for us. The book The Greatest: Muhammad Ali has been making
you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for
you. The reserve The Greatest: Muhammad Ali is not only giving you much more new information but also
to become your friend when you truly feel bored. Y ou can spend your personal spend time to read your book.
Try to make relationship using the book The Greatest: Muhammad Ali. Y ou never experience lose out for
everything in case you read some books.

Stacey Williams:

Areyou kind of stressful person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all of thistime you only find guide
that need more time to be study. The Greatest: Muhammad Ali can be your answer mainly because it can be
read by anyone who have those short extratime problems.

Christine Smith:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book but in addition novel and The Greatest: Muhammad Ali or others
sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel desire to
read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those textbooks
are helping them to include their knowledge. In various other case, beside science reserve, any other book
likes The Greatest: Muhammad Ali to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Billy Doyle:

As astudent exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or even
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart or real
their pastime. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading really. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring in addition to can't see colorful
photos on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for yourself. Aswe know that on
this period, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. So, this The Greatest: Muhammad Ali can make you feel more interested to read.
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