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In this prize-winning book Nathan O. Hatch offers a provocative reassessment of
religion and culture in the early days of the American republic, arguing that
during this period American Christianity was democratized and common people
became powerful actors on the religious scene. Hatch examines five distinct
traditions or mass movements that emerged early in the nineteenth century—the
Christian movement, Methodism, the Baptist movement, the black churches, and
the Mormons—showing how all offered compelling visions of individual
potential and collective aspiration to the unschooled and unsophisticated.
 
"Rarely do works of scholarship deserve as much attention as this one. The so-
called Second Great Awakening was the shaping epoch of American
Protestantism, and this book is the most important study of it ever
published."—James Turner, Journal of Interdisciplinary History
 
"The most powerful, informed, and complex suggestion yet made about the
religious, political, and psychic 'opening' of American life from Jefferson to
Jackson. . . . Hatch's reconstruction of his five religious mass movements will
add popular religious culture to denominationalism, church and state, and
theology as primary dimensions of American religious history."—Robert M.
Calhoon, William and Mary Quarterly
 
"Hatch's revisionist work asks us to put the religion of the early republic in a
radically new perspective. . . . He has written one of the finest books on
American religious history to appear in many years."—James H. Moorhead,
Theology Today
 
The manuscript version of this book was awarded the 1988 Albert C. Outler Prize
in Ecumenical Church History from the American Society of Church History
 
Awarded the 1989 book prize of the Society for Historians of the Early American
Republic for the best book in the history of the early republic (1789-1850)
 
Co-winner of the 1990 John Hope Franklin Publication Prize given by the
American Studies Association for the best book in American Studies
 
Nathan O. Hatch is professor of history and vice president for Graduate Studies
and Research at the University of Notre Dame.  
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Hatch examines the Christian movement, the Methodists, the Baptists, the black churches and the Mormons
in early America to show how powerful influence was often exerted by common people, thanks to the
democratization of religion.

Copyright 1991 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Tina Brookins:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they are still students or it for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that concern above. Every
person has distinct personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they
don't need do that. You must know how great along with important the book The Democratization of
American Christianity. All type of book is it possible to see on many resources. You can look for the internet
options or other social media.

Michelle Han:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This
reading routine give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on
what kind of guide you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with training books but if you want
experience happy read one along with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Often the The
Democratization of American Christianity is kind of book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Christopher Hill:

Reading a book to be new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to examine a book. When you
study a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, due to the
fact book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that
you have read. In order to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and soon.
The The Democratization of American Christianity will give you new experience in examining a book.
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Rigoberto Hamilton:

As a college student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the
library or to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's
spirit or real their passion. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at
this time there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring
in addition to can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important
for yourself. As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says,
many ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this The Democratization of American Christianity can make
you really feel more interested to read.
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