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Margaret Finnegan's pathbreaking study of woman suffrage from the 1850s to the
Nineteenth Amendment in 1920 reveals how activists came to identify with
consumer culture and employ its methods of publicity to win popular support
through carefully crafted images of enfranchised women as "personable, likable,
and modern."

Drawing on organization records, suffragists' papers and memoirs, and
newspapers and magazines, Finnegan shows how women found it in their
political interest to ally themselves with the rise of consumer culture--but the cost
of this alliance was a concession of possibilities for social reform. When
manufacturers and department stores made consumption central to middle-class
life, suffragists made an argument for the ballot by comparing good voters to
prudent comparison shoppers. Through suffrage commodities such as
newspapers, sunflower badges, Kewpie dolls, and "Womanalls" (overalls for the
modern woman), as well as pantomimes staged on the steps of the federal
Treasury building, fashionable window displays, and other devices, "Votes for
Women" entered public space and the marketplace. Together these activities and
commodities helped suffragists claim legitimacy in a consumer capitalist
society.Imaginatively interweaving cultural and political history, Selling Suffrage
is a revealing look at how the growth of consumerism influenced women's self-
identity.
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Margaret Finnegan's pathbreaking study of woman suffrage from the 1850s to the Nineteenth Amendment in
1920 reveals how activists came to identify with consumer culture and employ its methods of publicity to
win popular support through carefully crafted images of enfranchised women as "personable, likable, and
modern."

Drawing on organization records, suffragists' papers and memoirs, and newspapers and magazines, Finnegan
shows how women found it in their political interest to ally themselves with the rise of consumer culture--but
the cost of this alliance was a concession of possibilities for social reform. When manufacturers and
department stores made consumption central to middle-class life, suffragists made an argument for the ballot
by comparing good voters to prudent comparison shoppers. Through suffrage commodities such as
newspapers, sunflower badges, Kewpie dolls, and "Womanalls" (overalls for the modern woman), as well as
pantomimes staged on the steps of the federal Treasury building, fashionable window displays, and other
devices, "Votes for Women" entered public space and the marketplace. Together these activities and
commodities helped suffragists claim legitimacy in a consumer capitalist society.Imaginatively interweaving
cultural and political history, Selling Suffrage is a revealing look at how the growth of consumerism
influenced women's self-identity.
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Editorial Review

Review
In this innovative, original, and exciting study, Finnegan adds immeasurably to our understanding of the
culture of politics and the politics of culture. Linking the struggle for women's suffrage to the culture of
consumer capitalism in the Progressive Era, "Selling Suffrage" shows how politics is not just a struggle for
power but also for social space and moral authority.

Review

Selling Suffrage explores the fascinating topic of how the suffrage movement in the United States, with great
savvy though not without some qualms along the way, marshalled the tactics of design and display from
consumer culture to the cause of gaining women the vote. Finnegan's astute and nuanced analysis of a range
of artifacts--posters, sanwich boards, hats, badges--raises intriguing questions about the roles of women: as
political agitators, as consumers, and as marketeers.

(Cecile Whiting, author of A Taste for Pop: Pop Art, Gender, and Consumer Culture)

In this innovative, original, and exciting study, Finnegan adds immeasurably to our understanding of the
culture of politics and the politics of culture. Linking the struggle for women's suffrage to the culture of
consumer capitalism in the Progressive Era, Selling Suffrage shows how politics is not just a struggle for
power but also for social space and moral authority.

(George Lipsitz, author of Rainbow at Midnight: Labor and Culture in the 1940s)

About the Author

Margaret Finnegan received a Ph.D. in history from UCLA. She has taught at various universities, and lives
and writes in Los Angeles.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Renee Oneal:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
book has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are reading
whatever they consider because their hobby will be reading a book. How about the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, person feel need book after they found difficult problem or even exercise.
Well, probably you'll have this Selling Suffrage.
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Maria Blanco:

Why? Because this Selling Suffrage is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to
snap the idea but latter it will shock you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was
fantastic author who also write the book in such awesome way makes the content inside easier to understand,
entertaining means but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having
this any more or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of gains than the other
book have such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hold off
having that book? If I were you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Sandra Lynn:

Reading a book to get new life style in this yr; every people loves to learn a book. When you study a book
you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, due to
the fact book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what types of
book that you have read. If you want to get information about your study, you can read education books, but
if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these us novel, comics, in
addition to soon. The Selling Suffrage offer you a new experience in reading through a book.

Richard Jimenez:

Is it anyone who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Selling Suffrage can be the solution, oh how
comes? The new book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this
new era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?
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