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Science and Civilisation in China Volume V Part 6 is the first of the three parts
dealing with the arts of war in ancient and medieval China. (Part 7--on
gunpowder and all aspects of explosive weapons--has already been published,
while Part 8--on cavalry techniques and signaling--is still in preparation.) The
present volume opens with an introduction on Chinese attitudes to warfare in
general. Four major sections follow: on the making and use of simple bows; on
the crossbow, the standard weapon of the Han armies, and its introduction to the
Western world; on the pre-gunpowder forms of artillery, including the invention
of the trebuchet; and on the art of siege warfare in which the Mohists were
particularly interested. There is a good deal of material on siege-warfare
available, and this final section is a substantial one, covering all aspects in detail.
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Editorial Review

Review
"...readers...will find no other single source that brings together the evolution of Chinese military technology,
systematically sets it alongside contemporary developments in the West, and examines the connections
between them. This book is essential reading for everyone interested in ancient and medieval European
warfare as well as for those who study the art of war in China." Geoffrey Parker, The Journal of Military
History

"...a heroic and successful effort by those, including the publisher, who have accomplished it." Robert P.
Multhauf, Technology and Culture

"This fine, copiously illustrated volume edited by Joseph Needham and Robin D.S. Yates reminds us how
much the excavations of recent decades have changed our understanding of ancient China...Yates explicates
incomplete or intractable texts as thoroughly as possible, and his tendency to speculate is balanced by his
excellent use of written and archaeological sources....he also highlights the complex ways in which warfare
and culture have been linked in China since antiquity. This work is a mine of information on a broad range of
topics and indispensable reading for historians of technology, military thought and philosophy, and
urbanizations." Joanna Waley-Cohen, Asia

"[An] astonishing and enduring study...[Needham brings] depth of emotion and technical finesse to his task."
Jonathan Spence, New York Review of Books

"Perhaps the greatest single act of historical synthesis and intercultural communication ever attempted by
one man."
Laurence Picken, Cambridge University

From the Back Cover
'The width of his view, the range of his reading, and the penetration of his mind compel the utmost respect
for his treatment and his conclusions. It is a book which is bound to modify all subsequent histories of
Chinese thought and indeed the histories of thought the world around.' - L. Carrington Goodrich in Far
Eastern Survey (New York).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lisa Martin:

This book untitled Science and Civilisation in China: Volume 5, Chemistry and Chemical Technology; Part
6, Military Technology: Missiles and Sieges to be one of several books which best seller in this year, here is
because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in
the book shop or you can order it by way of online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes
you more readily to read this book, because you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is
no reason to you personally to past this reserve from your list.
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Cassie Merritt:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their very own reader with
their story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But also they
write about advantage about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or
how to teach children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try
to improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some research before they write to the book. One of
them is this Science and Civilisation in China: Volume 5, Chemistry and Chemical Technology; Part 6,
Military Technology: Missiles and Sieges.

Robert Rochester:

As a scholar exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library as well
as to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's soul or real
their passion. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Science and Civilisation in China: Volume 5, Chemistry and Chemical
Technology; Part 6, Military Technology: Missiles and Sieges can make you sense more interested to read.

William Farley:

Some individuals said that they feel fed up when they reading a book. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose typically the book Science and Civilisation in China:
Volume 5, Chemistry and Chemical Technology; Part 6, Military Technology: Missiles and Sieges to make
your own reading is interesting. Your skill of reading talent is developing when you like reading. Try to
choose easy book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the idea about book and reading especially. It is
to be initially opinion for you to like to available a book and read it. Beside that the publication Science and
Civilisation in China: Volume 5, Chemistry and Chemical Technology; Part 6, Military Technology:
Missiles and Sieges can to be your friend when you're sense alone and confuse using what must you're doing
of these time.
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