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Because new nations need new pasts, they create new ways of commemorating
and recasting select historic events. In Recovered Roots, Yael Zerubavel
illuminates this dynamic process by examining the construction of Israeli
national tradition.

In the years leading to the birth of Israel, Zerubavel shows, Zionist settlers in
Palestine consciously sought to rewrite Jewish history by reshaping Jewish
memory. Zerubavel focuses on the nationalist reinterpretation of the defense of
Masada against the Romans in 73 C.E. and the Bar Kokhba revolt of 133-135;
and on the transformation of the 1920 defense of a new Jewish settlement in Tel
Hai into a national myth. Zerubavel demonstrates how, in each case, Israeli
memory transforms events that ended in death and defeat into heroic myths and
symbols of national revival.

Drawing on a broad range of official and popular sources and original interviews,
Zerubavel shows that the construction of a new national tradition is not
necessarily the product of government policy but a creative collaboration
between politicans, writers, and educators. Her discussion of the politics of
commemoration demonstrates how rival groups can turn the past into an arena of
conflict as they posit competing interpretations of history and opposing moral
claims on the use of the past. Zerubavel analyzes the emergence of counter-
memories within the reality of Israel's frequent wars, the ensuing debates about
the future of the occupied territories, and the embattled relations with
Palestinians.

A fascinating examination of the interplay between history and memory, this
book will appeal to historians, sociologists, anthropologists, political scientists,
and folklorists, as well as to scholars of cultural studies, literature, and
communication.
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Because new nations need new pasts, they create new ways of commemorating and recasting select historic
events. In Recovered Roots, Yael Zerubavel illuminates this dynamic process by examining the construction
of Israeli national tradition.

In the years leading to the birth of Israel, Zerubavel shows, Zionist settlers in Palestine consciously sought to
rewrite Jewish history by reshaping Jewish memory. Zerubavel focuses on the nationalist reinterpretation of
the defense of Masada against the Romans in 73 C.E. and the Bar Kokhba revolt of 133-135; and on the
transformation of the 1920 defense of a new Jewish settlement in Tel Hai into a national myth. Zerubavel
demonstrates how, in each case, Israeli memory transforms events that ended in death and defeat into heroic
myths and symbols of national revival.

Drawing on a broad range of official and popular sources and original interviews, Zerubavel shows that the
construction of a new national tradition is not necessarily the product of government policy but a creative
collaboration between politicans, writers, and educators. Her discussion of the politics of commemoration
demonstrates how rival groups can turn the past into an arena of conflict as they posit competing
interpretations of history and opposing moral claims on the use of the past. Zerubavel analyzes the
emergence of counter-memories within the reality of Israel's frequent wars, the ensuing debates about the
future of the occupied territories, and the embattled relations with Palestinians.

A fascinating examination of the interplay between history and memory, this book will appeal to historians,
sociologists, anthropologists, political scientists, and folklorists, as well as to scholars of cultural studies,
literature, and communication.
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover
In Recovered Roots, Yael Zerubavel illuminates this dynamic process by examining the construction of
Israeli national tradition and the reshaping of Jewish memory.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Richard Zhang:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try issue that really opposite from that. Just
one activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have been
ride on and with addition details. Even you love Recovered Roots: Collective Memory and the Making of
Israeli National Tradition, you are able to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still would like to miss
it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on
its referred to as reading friends.

Joan Naylor:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, short story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not seeking Recovered Roots:
Collective Memory and the Making of Israeli National Tradition that give your fun preference will be
satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the means for people
to know world better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading
behavior only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all of you
who want to start examining as your good habit, you could pick Recovered Roots: Collective Memory and
the Making of Israeli National Tradition become your current starter.

Chris Wolf:

The book untitled Recovered Roots: Collective Memory and the Making of Israeli National Tradition contain
a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains the girl idea with easy approach. The language is very
straightforward all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read that. The book was authored by
famous author. The author gives you in the new time of literary works. You can easily read this book
because you can continue reading your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book within anywhere
and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-site along
with order it. Have a nice go through.
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Miguel Lynch:

Beside this kind of Recovered Roots: Collective Memory and the Making of Israeli National Tradition in
your phone, it might give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the
knowledge you might got here is fresh through the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an previous
people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Recovered Roots: Collective Memory and the
Making of Israeli National Tradition because this book offers for you readable information. Do you
sometimes have book but you seldom get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you
have this in your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful
island. Use you still want to miss it? Find this book and read it from right now!
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