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Have you ever tried to write a poem about a pizza? How about a pig? How about
a pigeon, penguin, potato, Ping-Pong, parrot, puppy, pelican, porcupine, pie,
pachyderm, or your parents?

Jack Prelutsky has written more than one thousand poems about all of these
things—and many others. In this book he gives you the inside scoop on writing
poetry and shows you how you can turn your own experiences and stories about
your family, your pets, and your friends into poems. He offers tips, advice, and
secrets about writing and provides some fun exercises to help you get started (or
unstuck). You'll also get a behind-the-scenes look at the ingredients of some of
his most popular poems. If you are a poet, want to be a poet, or if you have to
write a poem for homework and you just need some help, then this is the book
for you!
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Grade 3–6—In this engaging book, the popular and prolific Prelutsky relates personal anecdotes and then
shows how he created poems from them, in most cases by using comic exaggeration to suit his artistic
purposes. Some are from his childhood, like "My Mother Says I'm Sickening," which grew out of playing
with his food at the dinner table. ("My mother says I'm sickening/My mother says I'm crude/She says this
when she sees me/Playing Ping-Pong with my food.") Others are more recent. Something as simple as
buying a banana from a street vendor led to "I'm Building a Bridge of Bananas." Also included are plenty of
writing tips, with practical, lively suggestions ideal for the target age group. Prelutsky repeatedly advises
readers to keep a notebook and write down every idea, to give ideas time to percolate, to rewrite, and to have
fun. Even when defining poetic terms, he is humorous and conversational: "Poetic license is my favorite
license," he claims, before going on to offer a simple and understandable definition. The book concludes
with a list of "Poemstarts to Get You Started." A good addition for public, school, and classroom
libraries.—Lauralyn Persson, Wilmette Public Library, IL
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
Along with easy-to-follow tips for creating verse, haiku, and concrete poetry, the reigning Children’s Poet
Laureate offers insights into his own thought processes (“Different foods behave in different ways when you
squeeze them.”), glimpses of his childhood, and personal anecdotes. Appropriately, his brief closing glossary
of poet’s tools includes entries for poetic license, pun, and irony. To get the creative juices flowing in
budding versifiers, Prelutsky tucks in more than a dozen examples from his own work, plus 10 two-and-part-
of-a-third-line “poemstarts.” Although Ralph J. Fletcher’s Poetry Matters: Writing a Poem from the Inside
Out (2002) is a more wide-ranging guide to poetic techniques and forms, Prelutsky’s amiable primer will be
more appealing to less-motivated audiences; it will not only entice them into making poetry but also leave
them better able to appreciate rhyme and wordplay in general. Grades 4-6. --John Peters

About the Author

Jack Prelutsky was named the nation's first Children's Poet Laureate by the Poetry Foundation. He has filled
more than fifty books of verse with his inventive wordplay, including the recent New York Times bestseller
My Dog May Be a Genius. Jack Prelutsky lives with his wife in Washington State.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Christopher Kennedy:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by match the internet and
the resources inside it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each information they get. How
individuals to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book.
Studying a book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specially this Pizza, Pigs, and Poetry:
How to Write a Poem book as this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the information in
this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.
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Robert Rochester:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, as
well as playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity here is look different you can
read some sort of book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the
whole day to reading a publication. The book Pizza, Pigs, and Poetry: How to Write a Poem it is extremely
good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book.
When you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore
quickly to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book has high
quality.

Karen Saldivar:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many concern for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book but in addition novel and Pizza, Pigs, and Poetry: How to Write
a Poem or others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you
feel would like to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or maybe students especially.
Those guides are helping them to add their knowledge. In different case, beside science reserve, any other
book likes Pizza, Pigs, and Poetry: How to Write a Poem to make your spare time considerably more
colorful. Many types of book like this.

John Hawkins:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from
a book. Book is composed or printed or created from each source that filled update of news. In this particular
modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social similar to
newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just in search
of the Pizza, Pigs, and Poetry: How to Write a Poem when you necessary it?
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