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Since Latin became the standard language for plant naming in the eighteenth
century, it has been intrinsically linked with botany. And while mastery of the
classical language may not be a prerequisite for tending perennials, all gardeners
stand to benefit from learning a bit of Latin and its conventions in the field.
Without it, they might buy a Hellebores foetidus and be unprepared for its fetid
smell, or a Potentilla reptans with the expectation that it will stand straight as a
sentinel rather than creep along the ground.

An essential addition to the gardener’s library, this colorful, fully illustrated book
details the history of naming plants, provides an overview of Latin naming
conventions, and offers guidelines for pronunciation. Readers will learn to
identify Latin terms that indicate the provenance of a given plant and provide
clues to its color, shape, fragrance, taste, behavior, functions, and more. 

Full of expert instruction and practical guidance, Latin for Gardeners will allow
novices and green thumbs alike to better appreciate the seemingly esoteric names
behind the plants they work with, and to expertly converse with fellow
enthusiasts. Soon they will realize that having a basic understanding of Latin
before trips to the nursery or botanic garden is like possessing some knowledge
of French before traveling to Paris; it enriches the whole experience.
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Since Latin became the standard language for plant naming in the eighteenth century, it has been intrinsically
linked with botany. And while mastery of the classical language may not be a prerequisite for tending
perennials, all gardeners stand to benefit from learning a bit of Latin and its conventions in the field. Without
it, they might buy a Hellebores foetidus and be unprepared for its fetid smell, or a Potentilla reptans with the
expectation that it will stand straight as a sentinel rather than creep along the ground.

An essential addition to the gardener’s library, this colorful, fully illustrated book details the history of
naming plants, provides an overview of Latin naming conventions, and offers guidelines for pronunciation.
Readers will learn to identify Latin terms that indicate the provenance of a given plant and provide clues to
its color, shape, fragrance, taste, behavior, functions, and more. 

Full of expert instruction and practical guidance, Latin for Gardeners will allow novices and green thumbs
alike to better appreciate the seemingly esoteric names behind the plants they work with, and to expertly
converse with fellow enthusiasts. Soon they will realize that having a basic understanding of Latin before
trips to the nursery or botanic garden is like possessing some knowledge of French before traveling to Paris;
it enriches the whole experience.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Comprehensive and beautifully illustrated."
(Martha Stewart Living)

"For those who want a better understanding of plant taxonomy, Latin for Gardeners, by Lorraine Harrison, is
a treasure."
(Dominique Browning New York Times)

“Latin for Gardeners is useful, surprising, and beautiful—an accessible dictionary for everyone who puzzles
over botanical identifications, an opportunity to get better acquainted with the extraordinary discoverers and
namers of so many of our favorite plants, and a treat for all who enjoy the art and lore of the garden.”
(Jane S. Smith, author of The Garden of Invention)

"I have several books dedicated to Latin plant names but none fall into the category of Lorraine Harrison’s
book which is not only informative but entertaining and beautifully illustrated. This is no dull list of Latin
plant names—it is a book which begs to be picked up and looked at."
(The Reckless Gardener)

About the Author

Lorraine Harrison is the author of several books, including Inspiring Sussex Gardeners, The Shaker Book
of the Garden, How to Read Gardens, and A Potted History of Vegetables: A Kitchen Cornucopia.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Carrie Wakefield:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. To be sure that
book is very important for us. The book Latin for Gardeners: Over 3,000 Plant Names Explained and
Explored was making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is
rather advantages for you. The guide Latin for Gardeners: Over 3,000 Plant Names Explained and Explored
is not only giving you considerably more new information but also to be your friend when you feel bored.
You can spend your personal spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship using the book
Latin for Gardeners: Over 3,000 Plant Names Explained and Explored. You never sense lose out for
everything if you read some books.

Christine Pena:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
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book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new data. When you read a book you will get new information since book is one of a number of ways to
share the information as well as their idea. Second, reading through a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to imagine the story
how the people do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you
read this Latin for Gardeners: Over 3,000 Plant Names Explained and Explored, you are able to tells your
family, friends as well as soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading
a reserve.

William McDowell:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book may be option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to test look
for book, may be the guide untitled Latin for Gardeners: Over 3,000 Plant Names Explained and Explored
can be great book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Mark Garcia:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover may
doesn't work here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer might be Latin for Gardeners: Over 3,000 Plant Names Explained
and Explored why because the great cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint a
person. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense
will directly show you to pick up this book.
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