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Discovered and identified as the cause of mad cow disease only three decades
ago, the prion is a protein molecule that, when misshapen in the brain, becomes
fatal. Novel and controversial, prions have provoked a scientific revolution. They
challenge the very foundations of biology: A disease-causing entity with no
genetic material at all? A molecule capable of infecting, multiplying, and killing?
This book recounts the birth of prion science and the imaginative detective work
scientists have undertaken as they struggle to find the answers to devastating
brain diseases from mad cow and Creutzfel dt-Jakob disease to Parkinson's,
Alzheimer’s, Lou Gehrig's, and others.

Asin each of his best-selling books, Jay Ingram here makes complex scientific
concepts accessible and shows how little-known events may have profound
significance. He describes the development of prion science as a rough-and-
tumble affair, with rivals, eccentrics, interfering governments, and brilliantly
creative people all playing salient roles. Weaving biology, medicine, human
tragedy, discovery, and bitter scientific competition into his account, he reveals
the stunning potential of prion science, whose discoveries may unlock the
answers to some of humankind’s most destructive diseases.
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Discovered and identified as the cause of mad cow disease only three decades ago, the prion is a protein
molecule that, when misshapen in the brain, becomes fatal. Novel and controversial, prions have provoked a
scientific revolution. They challenge the very foundations of biology: A disease-causing entity with no
genetic material at all? A molecule capable of infecting, multiplying, and killing? This book recounts

the birth of prion science and the imaginative detective work scientists have undertaken as they struggle to
find the answers to devastating brain diseases from mad cow and Creutzfel dt-Jakob disease to Parkinson’s,
Alzheimer’s, Lou Gehrig's, and others.

Asin each of his best-selling books, Jay Ingram here makes complex scientific concepts accessible and
shows how little-known events may have profound significance. He describes the development of prion
science as a rough-and-tumble affair, with rivals, eccentrics, interfering governments, and brilliantly creative
people al playing salient roles. Weaving biology, medicine, human tragedy, discovery, and bitter scientific
competition into his account, he reveals the stunning potential of prion science, whose discoveries may
unlock the answers to some of humankind’s most destructive diseases.
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Editorial Review
Review

“Fatal Flaws provides afascinating insight into the twists and turns of this new science, highlighting the
controversies that surrounded its emergence and the ways it turned the world of research into the causes of
neurodegenerative disease inside out.” —Lara Marks, author of Sexual Chemistry: A History of the
Contraceptive Pill

(LaraMarks 2012-08-03)

“No sterile account of white coated scientists, Ingram tells a‘who-dunnit’ about one of the most fascinating
and improbable tales of medical discovery that involves huge egos, petty quarrels, exotic terrain,
governmental cover-ups and ritualized cannibalism.”—Jonathan A. Edlow, MD, author of The Deadly
Dinner Party and Other Medical Detective Stories

(Jonathan A. Edlow 2012-10-31)

"Jay Ingram's engrossing book is unbeatable for a balanced understanding of how mad cow disease might
relate to other brain ailments. It's clear and concerned but never needlessly alarming."—John Rennie, former
editor of Scientific American

(John Rennie 2012-11-07)

Won the Canadian Science Writers' Association Outstanding Canadian Science Book Award for general
audience books published in 2012.
(Outstanding Canadian Science Award Canadian Science Writers' Association 2013-05-24)

About the Author

Jay Ingram is an award-winning science author, writer, and broadcaster. He was co-host and producer of
Discovery Channel Canada' s Daily Planet from 1995 to 2011, and he is the author of eleven previous books.
Helivesin Alberta, Canada

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Carrie Wakefield:

In other case, little individuals like to read book Fatal Flaws; How a Misfolded Protein Baffled Scientists and
Changed the Way We Look at the Brain. Y ou can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Aslong
as we know about how isimportant a book Fatal Flaws: How a Misfolded Protein Baffled Scientists and
Changed the Way We Look at the Brain. Y ou can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by
abook. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can recognize everything! From your country till
foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you may know that. In
this era, we are able to open a book or perhaps searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. Y ou can utilize
it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's go through.
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David Betancourt:

A lot of people aways spent all their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Did you know? Many alot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity honestly, that islook
different you can read the book. It isreally fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can
spent the entire day to reading a guide. The book Fatal Flaws. How a Misfolded Protein Baffled Scientists
and Changed the Way We Look at the Brain it doesn't matter what good to read. There are alot of those who
recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough
space to create this book you can buy the actual e-book. Y ou can mOore easily to read this book from a smart
phone. The priceis not to fund but this book features high quality.

Mark Nixon:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specially book
entitled Fatal Flaws: How a Misfolded Protein Baffled Scientists and Changed the Way We Look at the
Brain your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unknown for
but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a guide then become one web
form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get prior to. The Fatal Flaws. How a Misfolded
Protein Baffled Scientists and Changed the Way We Look at the Brain giving you another experience more
than blown away your head but also giving you useful facts for your better life in this era. So now let us
demonstrate the relaxing pattern thisis your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished
reading through it, like winning a Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Alice Edwards:

Many people said that they feel weary when they reading areserve. They are directly felt it when they get a
half parts of the book. Y ou can choose typicaly the book Fatal Flaws: How a Misfolded Protein Baffled
Scientists and Changed the Way We Look at the Brain to make your own reading is interesting. Y our own
skill of reading ability is developing when you including reading. Try to choose straightforward book to
make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the idea about book and looking at especialy. It isto be first
opinion for you to like to open abook and read it. Beside that the publication Fatal Flaws. How a Misfolded
Protein Baffled Scientists and Changed the Way We Look at the Brain can to be your brand-new friend when
you're redlly feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of that time.
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