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Autobiography has seen enormous expansions and challenges over the past
decades. One of these expansions has been in comics, and it is an expansion that
pushes back against any postmodern notion of the death of the author/subject,
while also demanding new approaches from critics.

Drawing from Life: Memory and Subjectivity in Comic Art is a collection of
essays about autobiography, semiautobiography, fictionalized autobiography,
memory, and self-narration in sequential art, or comics. Contributors come from
a range of academic backgrounds including English, American studies,
comparative literature, gender studies, art history, and cultural studies. The book
engages with well-known figures such as Art Spiegelman, Marjane Satrapi, and
Alison Bechdel; with cult-status figures such as Martin Vaughn-James; and with
lesser-known works by artists such as Frédéric Boilet.

Negotiations between artist/writer/body and drawn/written/text raise questions of
how comics construct identity, and are read and perceived, requiring a critical
turn towards theorizing the comics’ viewer. At stake in comic memoir and semi-
autobiography is embodiment. Remembering a scene with the intent of rendering
it in sequential art requires nonlinear thinking and engagement with physicality.
Who was in the room and where? What was worn? Who spoke first? What
images dominated the encounter? Did anybody smile? Man or mouse? Unhinged
from the summary paragraph, the comics artist must confront the fact of the
flesh, or the corporeal world, and they do so with fascinating results.
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Autobiography has seen enormous expansions and challenges over the past decades. One of these expansions
has been in comics, and it is an expansion that pushes back against any postmodern notion of the death of the
author/subject, while also demanding new approaches from critics.

Drawing from Life: Memory and Subjectivity in Comic Art is a collection of essays about autobiography,
semiautobiography, fictionalized autobiography, memory, and self-narration in sequential art, or comics.
Contributors come from a range of academic backgrounds including English, American studies, comparative
literature, gender studies, art history, and cultural studies. The book engages with well-known figures such as
Art Spiegelman, Marjane Satrapi, and Alison Bechdel; with cult-status figures such as Martin Vaughn-
James; and with lesser-known works by artists such as Frédéric Boilet.

Negotiations between artist/writer/body and drawn/written/text raise questions of how comics construct
identity, and are read and perceived, requiring a critical turn towards theorizing the comics’ viewer. At stake
in comic memoir and semi-autobiography is embodiment. Remembering a scene with the intent of rendering
it in sequential art requires nonlinear thinking and engagement with physicality. Who was in the room and
where? What was worn? Who spoke first? What images dominated the encounter? Did anybody smile? Man
or mouse? Unhinged from the summary paragraph, the comics artist must confront the fact of the flesh, or
the corporeal world, and they do so with fascinating results.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Drawing from Life: Memory and Subjectivity in Comic Art is an excellent collection of essays on such
highly regarded memoirists/cartoonists as Alison Bechdel, Lynda Barry, Marjane Satrapi and Art
Spiegelman, but the book is especially noteworthy for its inclusion of texts and paradigms less common in
comics studies: Martin Vaughn-James’s The Cage, sexual trauma, Joseph Cornell’s influence on Chris Ware,
the manga-influenced work of Frédéric Boilet. The result is a diverse collection that advances and energizes
the conversation about comics autobiography.”

?Craig Fischer, Appalachian State University

From the Inside Flap
Essays that query the roles of trust, truth, and family memories in autobiographical comics

About the Author

Jane Tolmie, Kingston, Ontario, Canada, is associate professor of gender studies and cultural studies, cross-
appointed to English at Queen’s University. Find her at http://www.queensu.ca/gnds/tolmie.php.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sonya Wright:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content.
As we know that book is very important usually. The book Drawing from Life: Memory and Subjectivity in
Comic Art seemed to be making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more
information. It is extremely advantages for you. The e-book Drawing from Life: Memory and Subjectivity in
Comic Art is not only giving you much more new information but also to get your friend when you really
feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship while using
book Drawing from Life: Memory and Subjectivity in Comic Art. You never feel lose out for everything if
you read some books.

Corey Ison:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its handle may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer may be Drawing from Life: Memory and Subjectivity in Comic Art why
because the wonderful cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint a person. The
inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make
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suggestions to pick up this book.

Larry Hudgens:

This Drawing from Life: Memory and Subjectivity in Comic Art is new way for you who has intense
curiosity to look for some information since it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you into it getting
knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Drawing from
Life: Memory and Subjectivity in Comic Art can be the light food for you because the information inside this
particular book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books acquire itself in the form that is reachable by
anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in book form make them feel
drowsy even dizzy this book is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a book especially this one. You
can find actually looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book sort for
your better life along with knowledge.

Otto Tejeda:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a e-book we can
know everything we want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This e-book Drawing from Life: Memory and Subjectivity in Comic Art was
filled regarding science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your science competence.
Some people has different feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big good thing about
a book, you can experience enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book
that you wanted.
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