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"Few cello players currently before the public have enjoyed the kind of
international success in all conceivable musical career roles as Janos Starker. In
his lifetime, Starker has gained renown as teacher, soloist and orchestra player."
?Chicago Tribune

"Starker...remains one of the wonders of the musical world, an artist who finds
innumerable ways to shape and color lines." ?Cleveland Plain Dealer

"Starker is not just a cellist. He is widely recognized as one of the finest of the
last 50 years." ?Indianapolis Star

"Starker emerges here as the rare artist who respects the past but lives
enthusiastically in the present... Essential. All readers; all levels." ?Choice

Janos Starker is universally acknowledged as one of the world’s great musicians.
Known for a flawless technique paired with expressive playing and
interpretation, the Hungarian-born cellist is arguably also the premier teacher of
his instrument in our time. String players flock to his masterclasses from all over
the world, and cellists compete vigorously to study under him at the Indiana
University School of Music. More than the consummate musician, however,
Starker is also a raconteur and writer, occasionally quirky and droll, always witty
and with a pointed opinion to share.

The World of Music According to Starker is a colorful autobiography spanning
the author’s fascinating life. From his early musical education during World War
II in Hungary, to his world tours, educational philosophy, and recording and
pedagogical legacy, Starker takes the reader on a riveting, entertaining, and
informative journey. Included in the book are several of Starker’s short stories
and commentaries on world events, academia, and?of course?music that have
appeared in newspapers, music periodicals, and trade magazines.

Also includes a bonus CD recording of Starker’s last public recital, which is
unavailable commercially and includes his only recording of the Strauss Sonata
in F, Opus 6.

Included on the CD:
Richard Strauss, Sonata in F, Opus 6
Ludwig van Beethoven, Sonata in C major, Opus 102 no. 1
Johannes Brahms, Sonata in E minor, Opus 38
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premier teacher of his instrument in our time. String players flock to his masterclasses from all over the
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than the consummate musician, however, Starker is also a raconteur and writer, occasionally quirky and
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The World of Music According to Starker is a colorful autobiography spanning the author’s fascinating life.
From his early musical education during World War II in Hungary, to his world tours, educational
philosophy, and recording and pedagogical legacy, Starker takes the reader on a riveting, entertaining, and
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Editorial Review

From The New Yorker
Starker, one of the most technically pristine cellists of the past half century, has had a dramatic life. In
wartime Budapest, his Jewish family struggled to avoid displacement and imprisonment; two brothers were
almost certainly shot, and Starker himself worked in a labor camp. After the war, he formed part of an
extraordinary diaspora of musicians leaving Hungary—he recalls that many of them participated in a 1946
competition in Geneva because it got one a visa—and, arriving in America, slotted his early solo career
around stints as an orchestral musician. (In the pit at the Met, he would work forty-eight-hour weeks, and the
conductor moved his seat to stop him ogling the women onstage.) Starker includes stories about such
apparently unpromising subjects as the cellos and bows he has used through his career and improvements he
designed for the instrument's bridge, which demonstrate the cellist's obsessive love of his craft.
Copyright © 2005 The New Yorker

From Booklist
Master cellist Starker was born in Budapest in 1924. His mother supported his early musical training, and in
1938 he made his debut with orchestra. His Jewish heritage, however, marked him as an alien. When the
Russians came to Hungary, he went to Romania and Austria to play, returning to be principal cellist of the
Budapest Philharmonic. In 1948, he came to the U.S. as the Dallas Symphony's principal cellist. He
subsequently spent four years with the Metropolitan Opera and followed its musical director, Fritz Reiner, to
Chicago. Five years after that, he joined the Indiana University faculty, EMI began to record him, and he
began a worldwide solo career in earnest. Between narrative sections, Starker comments on music, world
cultures, and the future; in sidebars he discusses the cellos he owns, traveling in Spain, and Bobby Knight's
motivational capabilities. Starker presents his life and comments concisely in what must be reckoned the
self-portrait of a great musician and a lover of his fellow people whose life constitutes an example worthy of
emulation. Alan Hirsch
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review

"The writing is relaxed; the cast of characters is awesome. Starker makes a fascinating centerpiece." ?The
Herald Times

"[Starker] looks back on his remarkable life in this detailed and eminently readable memoir... highly
recommended." ?Library Journal

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Helen Kingsbury:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information much
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easier to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspapers,
book, and soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended for your requirements is The World of Music According to Starker this e-book consist a lot of
the information of the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented how do the world
has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer
made some exploration when he makes this book. That's why this book suited all of you.

Ryan Pearson:

Many people spending their period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by studying a book. Ugh, ya
think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It all right you can
have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The World of Music According to
Starker which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.

Rebecca Clark:

Within this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you should do
is just spending your time very little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of the books in
the top record in your reading list is usually The World of Music According to Starker. This book which is
qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking right up and
review this reserve you can get many advantages.

William Powers:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got students? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you also know
that little person similar to reading or as examining become their hobby. You have to know that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except
your teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update in relation to something by book. Different categories
of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is niagra The World of Music According to
Starker.
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