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- What is an earthquake gown?
- Who wore eelskin masher trousers?
- What did the word "dudes" mean in the 16th century?

A Dictionary of English Costume by C. Willett Cunnington, Phillis Cunnington
and Charles Beard was originally published in 1960. A monumental achievement
and encyclopaedic in scope, it was a comprehensive catalogue of fashion terms
from the mid-medieval period up to 1900. It was reissued and updated several
times, for the last time in 1976. For decades it has served as a bible for costume
historians.

The Dictionary of Fashion History completely updates and supplements the
Cunningtons' landmark work to bring it up to the present day. Featuring
additional terms and revised definitions, this new edition represents an essential
reference for costume historians, students of fashion history, or anyone involved
in creating period costume for the theatre, film or television. It is also fascinating
reading for those simply interested in the subject.

Clear, concise, and meticulous in detail, this essential reference answers
countless questions relating to the history of dress and adornment and promises
to be a definitive guide for generations to come.
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originally published in 1960. A monumental achievement and encyclopaedic in scope, it was a
comprehensive catalogue of fashion terms from the mid-medieval period up to 1900. It was reissued and
updated several times, for the last time in 1976. For decades it has served as a bible for costume historians.
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bring it up to the present day. Featuring additional terms and revised definitions, this new edition represents
an essential reference for costume historians, students of fashion history, or anyone involved in creating
period costume for the theatre, film or television. It is also fascinating reading for those simply interested in
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history of dress and adornment and promises to be a definitive guide for generations to come.
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Editorial Review

Review

“A welcome, needed update of an early landmark dictionary on dress; a must have for all who care about the
A to Z of fashion.” ?Joanne B. Eicher, Regents Professor Emerita at the University of Minnesota

“Nearly forty years on and now hard to find save in reference libraries, the volume reappears as The
Dictionary of Fashion History, skillfully enlarged and re-edited by Valerie Cumming, formerly Deputy
Director of the Museum of London. Given fresh life and thorough coverage from 1900 through the present
day, the new dictionary is once again ready to prove itself a trustworthy guide and companion to all those
interested in the absorbing study of clothing.” ?Ann Saunders, Editor of Costume 1967-2007

About the Author

Valerie Cumming is Chairman of The Costume Society, and formerly the Deputy Director and Chief Curator
at the Museum of London.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Todd Jacobs:

Here thing why this The Dictionary of Fashion History are different and reputable to be yours. First of all
looking at a book is good but it really depends in the content of it which is the content is as delightful as food
or not. The Dictionary of Fashion History giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find
any book out there but there is no guide that similar with The Dictionary of Fashion History. It gives you
thrill reading through journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing in which happened in the world
which is possibly can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in recreation area,
café, or even in your technique home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book
maybe the form of The Dictionary of Fashion History in e-book can be your alternative.

Jennie Groth:

Why? Because this The Dictionary of Fashion History is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve
waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will surprise you with the secret this inside. Reading this book
adjacent to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such amazing way makes the content on the
inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for
not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of
rewards than the other book get such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking way. So ,
still want to hold off having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.
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Bettye Heinrich:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like
on roller coaster you have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love The Dictionary of Fashion
History, you could enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hangout
type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout men. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its identified as reading
friends.

Allison Larson:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this all time you only find reserve that need more time
to be go through. The Dictionary of Fashion History can be your answer since it can be read by an individual
who have those short extra time problems.
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