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The Culture of the Copy is anovel attempt to make sense of the Western
fascination with replicas, duplicates, and twins. In awork that is breathtaking in
its synthetic and critical achievements, Hillel Schwartz charts the repercussions
of our entanglement with copies of all kinds, whose presence aternately sustains
and overwhelms us. This updated edition takes notice of recent shiftsin thought
with regard to such issues as biological cloning, conjoined twins, copyright,
digital reproduction, and multiple personality disorder. At once abbreviated and
refined, it will be of interest to anyone concerned with problems of authenticity,
identity, and originality.

Through intriguing, and at times humorous, historical analysis and case studiesin
contemporary culture, Schwartz investigates a stunning array of simulacra:
counterfeits, decoys, mannequins, and portraits; ditto marks, genetic cloning, war
games, and camouflage; instant replays, digital imaging, parrots, and
photocopies; wax museums, apes, and art forgeries -- not to mention the very
notion of the Real McCoy.

Working through a range of theories on biological, mechanical, and electronic
reproduction, Schwartz questions the modern esteem for authenticity and
uniqueness. The Culture of the Copy shows how the ethical dilemmas central to
so many fields of endeavor have become inseparable from our pursuit of copies -
- of the natural world, of our own creations, indeed of our very selves. The book
isan innovative blend of microsociology, cultural history, and philosophical
reflection, of interest to anyone concerned with problems of authenticity,
identity, and originality.

Praisefor thefirst edition

"[T]he author...brings his considerable synthetic powers to bear on our uneasy
preoccupation with doubles, likenesses, facsimiles, replicas and re-enactments. |
doubt that these cultural phenomena have ever been more comprehensively or
more creatively chronicled.... [A] book that gets you to see the world anew,
again." -- The New York Times

"A sprightly and disconcerting piece of cultural history" -- Terence Hawkes,
London Review of Books
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"In The Culture of the Copy, [Schwartz] has written the perfect book: original
and repetitive at once." -- Todd Gitlin, Los Angeles Times Book Review
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The Culture of the Copy is anovel attempt to make sense of the Western fascination with replicas,
duplicates, and twins. In awork that is breathtaking in its synthetic and critical achievements, Hillel
Schwartz charts the repercussions of our entanglement with copies of all kinds, whose presence alternately
sustains and overwhelms us. This updated edition takes notice of recent shiftsin thought with regard to such
issues as hiological cloning, conjoined twins, copyright, digital reproduction, and multiple personality
disorder. At once abbreviated and refined, it will be of interest to anyone concerned with problems of
authenticity, identity, and originality.

Through intriguing, and at times humorous, historical analysis and case studies in contemporary culture,
Schwartz investigates a stunning array of simulacra: counterfeits, decoys, mannequins, and portraits; ditto
marks, genetic cloning, war games, and camouflage; instant replays, digital imaging, parrots, and
photocopies; wax museums, apes, and art forgeries -- not to mention the very notion of the Real McCoy.

Working through a range of theories on biological, mechanical, and el ectronic reproduction, Schwartz
questions the modern esteem for authenticity and uniqueness. The Culture of the Copy shows how the ethical
dilemmas central to so many fields of endeavor have become inseparable from our pursuit of copies -- of the
natural world, of our own creations, indeed of our very selves. The book is an innovative blend of
microsociology, cultural history, and philosophical reflection, of interest to anyone concerned with problems
of authenticity, identity, and originality.

Praise for thefirst edition

"[T]he author...brings his considerable synthetic powers to bear on our uneasy preoccupation with doubles,
likenesses, facsimiles, replicas and re-enactments. | doubt that these cultural phenomena have ever been
more comprehensively or more creatively chronicled.... [A] book that gets you to see the world anew, again.”
-- The New York Times

"A sprightly and disconcerting piece of cultural history” -- Terence Hawkes, London Review of Books

"In The Culture of the Copy, [Schwartz] has written the perfect book: original and repetitive at once." --
Todd Gitlin, Los Angeles Times Book Review
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Editorial Review
About the Author

Hillel Schwartz is the author of Making Noise: From Babel to the Big Bang and Beyond.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Jonathan Flannagan:

As people who live in the modest era should be update about what going on or information even knowledge
to make these people keep up with the era and that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by examining books. It is agood choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to an individual isyou don't know which one you should start with. This The Culture of the Copy:
Striking Likenesses, Unreasonable Facsimiles is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world.
Why, because this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Donald Jackson:

This book untitled The Culture of the Copy: Striking Likenesses, Unreasonable Facsimiles to be one of
several books that best seller in this year, that is because when you read this book you can get alot of benefit
upon it. Y ou will easily to buy that book in the book shop or you can order it viaonline. The publisher in this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, as you can read this book in your Cell
phone. So there is no reason for you to past this publication from your list.

Irving Tarkington:

A lot of people always spent al their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Do you know? Many alot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity thisislook different you can
read any book. Itisreally fun for yoursdlf. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day long to
reading a guide. The book The Culture of the Copy: Striking Likenesses, Unreasonable Facsimilesit is rather
good to read. There are alot of individuals who recommended this book. These people were enjoying
reading this book. When you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the actual e-book.

Y ou can mQOore very easily to read this book from the smart phone. The priceis not too costly but this book
provides high quality.
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Russell Fielder:

Many people spending their period by playing outside having friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV the whole day. Y ou can have new activity to invest your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It alright
you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The Culture of the Copy:
Striking Likenesses, Unreasonable Facsimiles which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this
book? Let's see.
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