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A practical guide to outguessing everything from multiple-choice teststo the
office football pool to the stock market.

People are predictable even when they try not to be. William Poundstone
demonstrates how to turn this fact to personal advantage in scores of everyday
situations, from playing the lottery to buying a home. ROCK BREAKS
SCISSORS is mind-reading for red life.

Will the next tennis serve go right or left? Will the market go up or down? Most
people are poor at that kind of predicting. We are hard-wired to make bum bets
on "trends’ and "winning streaks' that areillusions. Y et ultimately wereall in
the business of anticipating the actions of others. Poundstone reveals how to
overcome the errors and improve the accuracy of your own outguessing. ROCK
BREAKS SCISSORS is a hands-on guide to turning life's odds in your favor.
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A practical guideto outguessing everything from multiple-choice teststo the office football pool to the
stock market.

People are predictable even when they try not to be. William Poundstone demonstrates how to turn this fact
to personal advantage in scores of everyday situations, from playing the lottery to buying a home. ROCK
BREAKS SCISSORS is mind-reading for red life.

Will the next tennis serve go right or left? Will the market go up or down? Most people are poor at that kind
of predicting. We are hard-wired to make bum bets on "trends" and "winning streaks" that areillusions. Y et
ultimately we're all in the business of anticipating the actions of others. Poundstone reveals how to overcome
the errors and improve the accuracy of your own outguessing. ROCK BREAKS SCISSORS is a hands-on
guide to turning life's odds in your favor.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist

Thetitle makesit sound kind of like one of those shady get-rich-quick books, but thisis, in fact, a smart,
engagingly written account of how to capitalize on other peoples’ predictability (while at the same time, if
WE' re paying attention, minimize our own predictability). With the smooth readability of John Allen Paulos,
whose Innumeracy (1988) has some thematic similarities, Poundstone explores how our tendencies toward
uniformity and simplicity, even when we think we' re being random and complex, leave us open to
exploitation by people who know more than we do, like the fact that, when asked to pick one object out of
fivelined up in arow, most people will pick the second or fourth, or that, in the game rock/paper/scissors,
most men choose rock, and scissorsisthe least popular choice by both genders. There's some mathematics
here—the author explains what he' s talking about in detail—but it's clearly explained and easily accessible
to the general reader. An enlightening book, though, sadly, much of the enlightenment comes from realizing
that we're not as clever as we thought we were. --David Pitt

Review
"An ingenious guide to outsmarting others by predicting their choices when they are trying to be
unpredictable." -- Kirkus (Starred Review)

"Of al of the books I've received for The Post, none has received as much over-the-shoulder reads than
ROCK BREAKS SCISSORS."
?Susannah Callahan, The New York Post

Praise for Are You Smart Enough to Work at Google? "Poundstone displays his scientific knowledge,
mathematical fluency, and knack for explaining the arcane in playfully precise sentences.” ?Bloomberg
Businessweek

"A smart, engagingly written account of how to capitalize on other peoples predictability . . . clearly
explained and easily accessible to the general reader. An enlightening book."?Booklist

"Delightful, fun, and worth aread."?Seth Godin

"Incredibly gratifying....There's an art to these invasive questions, as Poundstone revealsin this neat little
manifesto." ?New Scientist

About the Author

William Poundstone is the author of thirteen previous books, including Are You Smart Enough to Work at
Google?, How Would You Move Mount Fuji?, and Fortune's Formula. He has written for the New York
Times, Harper's, Harvard Business Review, and the Village Voice, among other publications, and isa
frequent guest on TV and radio. He livesin Los Angeles. Follow Poundstone on Twitter (@WPoundstone)
and learn more at his website, home.williampoundstone.net.

Users Review

From reader reviews:
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Vickie Reed:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be change about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make these peopl e keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems
coming to you actually is you don't know what one you should start with. This Rock Breaks Scissors: A
Practical Guide to Outguessing and Outwitting Almost Everybody is our recommendation to help you keep
up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Alfred Leahy:

The reason why? Because this Rock Breaks Scissors: A Practical Guide to Outguessing and Outwitting
Almost Everybody is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the item but
latter it will zap you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who
have write the book in such wonderful way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining
technique but still convey the meaning completely. So, it isgood for you for not hesitating having this any
longer or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you alot of benefits than the other book include
such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking method. So , still want to delay having that
book? If | were you | will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Angelica Adams:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book mainly book entitled
Rock Breaks Scissors: A Practical Guide to Outguessing and Outwitting Almost Everybody your head will
drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe not known for but surely
might be your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a publication then become one web form
conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get before. The Rock Breaks Scissors: A Practical Guide to
Outguessing and Outwitting Almost Everybody giving you yet another experience more than blown away
your thoughts but also giving you useful facts for your better life within this era. So now let us demonstrate
the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished studying it, like
winning a Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Richard Osteen:

On this erawhich isthe greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It isjust simple solution to have that. What you are related is just
spending your time not much but quite enough to experience alook at some books. On the list of booksin
thetop list in your reading list is definitely Rock Breaks Scissors: A Practical Guide to Outguessing and
Outwitting Almost Everybody. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in
growing to be precious person. By looking upwards and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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