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Where does the energy we use come from? It's absolutely vital to every single
thing we do every day, but for most people, it is utterly invisible. Flick a switch
and the lights go on. It might as well be magic.

Science writer Jeremy Shere shows us in Renewable: The World-Changing
Power of Alternative Energy that energy is anything but magical. Producing it in
fossil fuel form is a dirty, expensive?but also hugely profitable? enterprise, with
enormous but largely hidden costs to the entire planet. The cold, hard fact is that
at some point we will have wrung the planet dry of easily accessible sources of
fossil fuel. And when that time comes, humankind will have no choice but to
turn?or, more accurately, return?to other, cleaner, renewable energy sources.
What will those sources be? How far have we come to realizing the technologies
that will make these sources available?

To find the answers, Shere began his journey with a tour of a traditional coal-
fueled power plant in his home state of Indiana. He then continued on, traveling
from coast to coast as he spoke to scientists, scholars and innovators. He
immersed himself in the green energy world: visiting a solar farm at Denver's
airport, attending the Wind Power Expo and a wind farm tour in Texas,
investigating turbines deep in New York City's East River, and much more.

Arranged in five parts?Green Gas, Sun, Wind, Earth, and Water?Renewable tells
the stories of the most interesting and promising types of renewable energy:
namely, biofuel, solar, wind, geothermal, and hydropower. But unlike many
books about alternative energy, Renewable is not obsessed with megawatts and
tips for building home solar panels. Instead, Shere digs into the rich, surprisingly
long histories of these technologies, bringing to life the pioneering scientists,
inventors, and visionaries who blazed the way for solar, wind, hydro, and other
forms of renewable power, and unearthing the curious involvement of great
thinkers like Henry Ford, Thomas Edison, and Nicola Tesla.

We are at an important crossroads in the history of renewable technologies. The
possibilities are endless and enticing, and it has become increasingly clear that
renewable energy is the way of the future. In Renewable, Jeremy Shere's natural
curiosity and serious research come together in an entertaining and informative
guide to where renewable energy has been, where it is today, and where it's
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Where does the energy we use come from? It's absolutely vital to every single thing we do every day, but for
most people, it is utterly invisible. Flick a switch and the lights go on. It might as well be magic.

Science writer Jeremy Shere shows us in Renewable: The World-Changing Power of Alternative Energy that
energy is anything but magical. Producing it in fossil fuel form is a dirty, expensive?but also hugely
profitable? enterprise, with enormous but largely hidden costs to the entire planet. The cold, hard fact is that
at some point we will have wrung the planet dry of easily accessible sources of fossil fuel. And when that
time comes, humankind will have no choice but to turn?or, more accurately, return?to other, cleaner,
renewable energy sources. What will those sources be? How far have we come to realizing the technologies
that will make these sources available?

To find the answers, Shere began his journey with a tour of a traditional coal-fueled power plant in his home
state of Indiana. He then continued on, traveling from coast to coast as he spoke to scientists, scholars and
innovators. He immersed himself in the green energy world: visiting a solar farm at Denver's airport,
attending the Wind Power Expo and a wind farm tour in Texas, investigating turbines deep in New York
City's East River, and much more.

Arranged in five parts?Green Gas, Sun, Wind, Earth, and Water?Renewable tells the stories of the most
interesting and promising types of renewable energy: namely, biofuel, solar, wind, geothermal, and
hydropower. But unlike many books about alternative energy, Renewable is not obsessed with megawatts
and tips for building home solar panels. Instead, Shere digs into the rich, surprisingly long histories of these
technologies, bringing to life the pioneering scientists, inventors, and visionaries who blazed the way for
solar, wind, hydro, and other forms of renewable power, and unearthing the curious involvement of great
thinkers like Henry Ford, Thomas Edison, and Nicola Tesla.

We are at an important crossroads in the history of renewable technologies. The possibilities are endless and
enticing, and it has become increasingly clear that renewable energy is the way of the future. In Renewable,
Jeremy Shere's natural curiosity and serious research come together in an entertaining and informative guide
to where renewable energy has been, where it is today, and where it's heading.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Starred Review. In this rigorous, impassioned, and nonpartisan study, science writer Shere blends first-
person reportage and anecdotal history, bringing the state of renewable energy vibrantly alive. A quick
glimpse of Henry Ford and Thomas Edison riding together in a Model T through the Florida Everglades in
search of land to grow ethanol-producing crops gives way to Shere, standing in the pouring rain, looking
over a field of swaying Chinese silver grass—the best choice to replace corn as the basis for ethanol. A
description of elegantly attired British colonialists sipping champagne and marveling excitedly at a solar-
powered irrigation system in early 20th-century Egypt transitions to an account of researchers at Purdue
University and MIT who are making unprecedented advances in solar energy efficiency using
nanotechnology. Unfailingly positive, never speculating about entrenched interests, profit margins, or global
greed, the stories nevertheless generate provocative contrasts. The fascination, awe, and excitement with
which our forbearers viewed advances in alternative energy contrasts markedly with the skepticism,
cynicism, and outright hostility that colors the conversation today. While the debate over renewable energy
remains mired in politics, Shere's approach provides a refreshingly optimistic outlook, grounded, but not
suffocating, in technical detail, and confirming that, while the relatively low price of oil keeps advances on
the margins, the work necessary to wean ourselves off fossil fuels is ongoing. Agent: Irene Goodman, Irene
Goodman Agency. (Nov.)

From Booklist
With the emerging worldwide consensus that humanity needs to reduce greenhouse gases and prepare for the
depletion of oil reserves, more and more books are appearing on alternative-energy schemes. Most of them
present how-to or where-and-when approaches. In a change of focus, this lively and informative overview by
prolific radio science reporter Shere looks at green energy from another angle, highlighting its surprising
history, dynamic contemporary development, and looming probable future. Readers may be astonished to
learn, for instance, that solar power devices have been around for almost a century and that the earth’s
abundant hot rocks, if properly tapped, could easily supply all the world’s energy needs. Beyond interesting
facts, however, Shere also gives an in-depth report on each major renewable energy source, including green
gas, solar, wind, water, and geothermal, demonstrating how engineers are overcoming the limitations of
each. In contrast to many of alternative energy’s status quo–supporting critics, Shere provides many sound
reasons for optimism about a future in which power generation causes minimal damage to the environment. -
-Carl Hays

Review

“A bright, accessible account of renewable energy and its role in our lives.” ?Kirkus Reviews

“A refreshing yet serious look at alternative energy sources...[Shere] invites readers to tag along on his
journey of discovery as he visits particular locales, interviews today's experts, and tours renewable energy
facilities...Shere does all this without getting bogged down in scientific details an djargon. Shere's use of
abundant current and historical anecdotes provides general readers with a clearer picture of renewable energy
technologies than a more scholarly treatise would. recommended for all readers interested in a deeper
understanding of this subject.” ?Library Journal
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Eric Campbell:

This book untitled Renewable: The World-Changing Power of Alternative Energy to be one of several books
that will best seller in this year, that is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit into it.
You will easily to buy that book in the book retail store or you can order it by using online. The publisher of
this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, because you can read this book in your
Touch screen phone. So there is no reason for you to past this book from your list.

Derek Wire:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a guide you will get new information because book is one of several ways to share the
information or maybe their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you more imaginative. When
you reading a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the people do
it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to some others. When you read this Renewable: The
World-Changing Power of Alternative Energy, you could tells your family, friends and also soon about yours
e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a reserve.

Betty McClanahan:

The e-book with title Renewable: The World-Changing Power of Alternative Energy contains a lot of
information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This particular book exist
new expertise the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world at this point.
That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you within new
era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you
want.

Douglas Elem:

You can obtain this Renewable: The World-Changing Power of Alternative Energy by browse the bookstore
or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties on your knowledge.
Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only simply by written or printed but also can you enjoy this book
through e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and
searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about
your book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try
to choose correct ways for you.
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