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In Professor Povey's Perplexing Problems, Thomas Povey shares 109 of his
favorite problems in physics and maths. A tour de force of imagination and
exposition, he guides us through uncompromisingly challenging territory that
expands our minds and encourages a playful and exploratory approach to study.
"The puzzles," he says, "are like toys. We should pick up the one we most enjoy,
and play with it."

Whether you are an aspiring scientist or an old-hand, pitting yourself against
these problems will test your ability to think, and inspire you with curiosity and
enthusiasm for physics. Presented with charm and wit, the questions span the gap
between high-school and university-entrance standard material. Detailed answers
are lightened with a fascinating and refreshing blend of scientific history,
application and personal anecdote.

On this delightful and idiosyncratic romp through pre-university maths and
physics, the author shows us that behind every single one of these questions lies a
new way of thinking about subjects we thought we had understood. He argues
that engaging with the unfamiliar is key to forming deeper insights and
developing intellectual independence. Professor Povey's Perplexing Problems is
a manifesto that science should be playful, and a celebration of the curious.
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In Professor Povey's Perplexing Problems, Thomas Povey shares 109 of his favorite problems in physics and
maths. A tour de force of imagination and exposition, he guides us through uncompromisingly challenging
territory that expands our minds and encourages a playful and exploratory approach to study. "The puzzles,"
he says, "are like toys. We should pick up the one we most enjoy, and play with it."

Whether you are an aspiring scientist or an old-hand, pitting yourself against these problems will test your
ability to think, and inspire you with curiosity and enthusiasm for physics. Presented with charm and wit, the
questions span the gap between high-school and university-entrance standard material. Detailed answers are
lightened with a fascinating and refreshing blend of scientific history, application and personal anecdote.

On this delightful and idiosyncratic romp through pre-university maths and physics, the author shows us that
behind every single one of these questions lies a new way of thinking about subjects we thought we had
understood. He argues that engaging with the unfamiliar is key to forming deeper insights and developing
intellectual independence. Professor Povey's Perplexing Problems is a manifesto that science should be
playful, and a celebration of the curious.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Highly recommended .... Povey (engineering, Univ. of Oxford, UK) collects his favorite 'pre-university'
problems in math and physics and presents them informally in a welcoming style. Povey writes that the
problems are 'devised to encourage curiosity and playfulness.' (Yes, they do.) He asserts that working
through the problems will better prepare precocious students for university study. (Yes, they will.) For
Povey, the desired outcome is confidence in how to reason through problems. ...Much can be learned from
Povey’s comments, independent of the solutions. "
— CHOICE Magazine, from the American Library Association

“A real tour de force of scientific problems. Thomas Povey is clearly a master at this kind of conundrum ...
Fascinating.”
—John Farndon, author of Do You Think You’re Clever?

“Albert Einstein is rumoured to have said: ‘Everything should be made as simple as possible, but not
simpler.’ Thomas Povey’s lucid and imaginative Professor Povey’s Perplexing Problems shows you how.”
—Andrew Robinson, Author of Einstein: A Hundred Years of Relativity

About the Author

Thomas Povey is Professor of Engineering Science at the University of Oxford, where he researches jet-
engine and rocket technology. His science puzzles have appeared in the Guardian and been featured on BBC
Radio 4.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sylvia Dasilva:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book especially book entitled
Professor Povey's Perplexing Problems: Pre-university Physics and Maths Puzzles with Solutions your head
will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unidentified for but
surely can be your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a guide then become one contact form
conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get ahead of. The Professor Povey's Perplexing
Problems: Pre-university Physics and Maths Puzzles with Solutions giving you one more experience more
than blown away the mind but also giving you useful facts for your better life on this era. So now let us
demonstrate the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished
looking at it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Jeffrey Osburn:

This Professor Povey's Perplexing Problems: Pre-university Physics and Maths Puzzles with Solutions is
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brand-new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information given it relief your hunger
details. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having bit of
digest in reading this Professor Povey's Perplexing Problems: Pre-university Physics and Maths Puzzles with
Solutions can be the light food for you personally because the information inside this kind of book is easy to
get by anyone. These books produce itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-
book form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel tired even dizzy this publication is the
answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a guide especially this one. You can find what you are looking
for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book style for your better life in addition
to knowledge.

Oliver Lyle:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a e-book we can
know everything we wish. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
has been exactly added. This guide Professor Povey's Perplexing Problems: Pre-university Physics and
Maths Puzzles with Solutions was filled with regards to science. Spend your spare time to add your
knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading a
new book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a guide. In the modern
era like at this point, many ways to get book that you just wanted.

William Holmes:

Reserve is one of source of information. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen need book to know the up-date information of year for you to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the
world. By book Professor Povey's Perplexing Problems: Pre-university Physics and Maths Puzzles with
Solutions we can consider more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To get creative person
must love to read a book. Simply choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't possibly be
doubt to change your life at this time book Professor Povey's Perplexing Problems: Pre-university Physics
and Maths Puzzles with Solutions. You can more inviting than now.
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