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Young King Arthur, troubled by nightmares, doubts he is the rightful king of
England. One rainy night, the wizard Merlin tells Arthur the story of dueling
dragons and a fateful clash between good and evil, which reveals the surprising
secret of the boy king's true legacy. Li Ming's arresting oil paintings breathe fire
into this magical offering from Jane Yolen."The legend comes alive on a grand
scale, the dramatic narrative and well-wrought dialogue heightening the theatrical
effect and inviting a fast-paced read-aloud." -- School Library Journal
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Merlin tells young Arthur a tale of a boy who prophesies a dragon duel. Dramatic oil paintings match the
story's epic scale. Ages 5-up.
Copyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal
Grade 3-5?Drawing once again upon Arthurian legend, Yolen has created a stirring tale within a tale. Young
Arthur wakes one stormy night from uneasy dreams and seeks out the company of Merlin. Sensing the boy's
readiness to learn of his legacy in claiming the crown he wears without conviction, Merlin tells him of
another fatherless boy, Emrys, who dreamed baffling dreams of dragons and crumbling stone towers. When
the cruel Vortigern attempted to take over all of Britain, Emrys's dreams became prophetic and catalytic.
Merlin ends his tale cryptically, as a certain knight advances toward Vortigern's tower. When Arthur cries
out for a proper ending, Merlin draws him into the story and it becomes revelatory?at last he is able to call
the crown his own. Yolen goes beyond her sources?folklore and history?and moves expertly into the realm
of invention. Matched with arresting oil paintings, the legend comes alive on a grand scale, the dramatic
narrative and well-wrought dialogue heightening the theatrical effect and inviting a fast-paced read-aloud.
Some of Ming's illustrations are magnificent, those of the dragons in particular. One can sense this talented
artist's respect for these creatures as he brings them fully to life?terrifying, violent, beautiful. So, too, does he
paint Arthur with great sensitivity, a figure bathed in light, his face complex, thoughtful, and full of wonder.
Although all the pictures serve the story well and elevate the drama, some seem a bit flat and overexplicit,
without the pulsing life and radiance that characterizes those that are invested with emotion and are
remarkable for their power.
Susan Powers, Rock Creek Forest Elementary School, Chevy Chase, MD
Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
Gr. 3^-8. Young King Arthur, troubled by bad dreams and by doubts about his right to be king, seeks out
Merlin, who unfolds a tale of young Emrys, another lonely boy whose troubling dreams foretold the defeat of
cruel King Vortigern by Uther Pendragon, Arthur's true father. When a battle tower Vortigern had forced the
Welsh to build collapses three times, Emrys, hauled before the king, reveals his vision of two dragon stones
sleeping beneath the mountain. Unearthed, a red dragon and a white one rise in fierce battle. When the white
prevails, Emrys knows that it symbolizes Vortigern's coming defeat. In this picture book for older readers,
double-page spreads provide a broad field for Li Ming's handsome oil paintings. He achieves drama both
through changing perspectives and by contrasting the somber grays and browns of the mountain and stones
with reds and golds in the firelight of Merlin's tower room, in Vortigern's red dragon banners and livery, and
in the splendid scenes of the battling dragons. Yolen's text evokes both the enchantment of the tale and wry
humor. While satisfying in its own right, this tale within a tale also enriches young readers' understanding of
Arthurian lore by weaving the familiar sword-in-the-stone story with threads of Merlin's own youth taken
from Welsh legend. Linda Ward-Callaghan

Users Review

From reader reviews:
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Robert Prather:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they're still students or it for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't
want do that. You must know how great and important the book Merlin and the Dragons (Picture Puffin
Books). All type of book would you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet sources or other
social media.

Coleman Bailey:

The actual book Merlin and the Dragons (Picture Puffin Books) will bring you to the new experience of
reading any book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to
read, this book very suited to you. The book Merlin and the Dragons (Picture Puffin Books) is much
recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can quicker to
read the book.

Richard Strohm:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
their particular friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different
to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book is usually option to fill your free of charge
time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you
want to consider look for book, may be the book untitled Merlin and the Dragons (Picture Puffin Books) can
be good book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Alfred Gates:

Reserve is one of source of expertise. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen have to have book to know the upgrade information of year in order to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the
world. By book Merlin and the Dragons (Picture Puffin Books) we can take more advantage. Don't you to be
creative people? To be creative person must prefer to read a book. Just choose the best book that suitable
with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life by this book Merlin and the Dragons (Picture
Puffin Books). You can more desirable than now.
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