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Is Ebonics really a dialect or simply bad English? Do women and men speak
differently? Will computers ever really learn human language? Does offensive
language harm children? These are only a few of the issues surrounding language
that crop up every day. Most of us have very definite opinions on these questions
one way or another. Yet as linguists Donna Jo Napoli and Vera Lee-Schoenfeld
point out in this short and thoroughly readable volume, many of our most deeply
held ideas about the nature of language and its role in our lives are either
misconceived or influenced by myths and stereotypes.

Language Matters provides a highly informative tour of the world of language,
examining these and other vexing and controversial language-related questions.
Throughout, Napoli and Lee-Schoenfeld encourage and lead the reader to use
common-sense and everyday experience rather than preconceived notions or
technical linguistic expertise. Both their questions and their conclusions are
surprising, sometimes provocative, and always entertaining.

This thoroughly revised second edition updates the book with a new co-author,
and includes new chapters on language and power, language extinction, and what
it is linguists actually do. Language Matters is sure to engage both general
readers and students of language and linguistics at any level.
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Is Ebonics really a dialect or simply bad English? Do women and men speak differently? Will computers
ever really learn human language? Does offensive language harm children? These are only a few of the
issues surrounding language that crop up every day. Most of us have very definite opinions on these
questions one way or another. Yet as linguists Donna Jo Napoli and Vera Lee-Schoenfeld point out in this
short and thoroughly readable volume, many of our most deeply held ideas about the nature of language and
its role in our lives are either misconceived or influenced by myths and stereotypes.

Language Matters provides a highly informative tour of the world of language, examining these and other
vexing and controversial language-related questions. Throughout, Napoli and Lee-Schoenfeld encourage and
lead the reader to use common-sense and everyday experience rather than preconceived notions or technical
linguistic expertise. Both their questions and their conclusions are surprising, sometimes provocative, and
always entertaining.

This thoroughly revised second edition updates the book with a new co-author, and includes new chapters on
language and power, language extinction, and what it is linguists actually do. Language Matters is sure to
engage both general readers and students of language and linguistics at any level.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Donna Jo. Napoli is Professor of Linguistics, Swarthmore College. Vera Lee-Schoenfeld is Visting Assistant
Professor, Swarthmore College.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Bill Kelly:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be change about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era that is always change and advance. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming
to anyone is you don't know which one you should start with. This Language Matters: A Guide to Everyday
Questions About Language is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, since this book
serves what you want and wish in this era.

William Perrotta:

The actual book Language Matters: A Guide to Everyday Questions About Language will bring one to the
new experience of reading the book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. In the event you try
to find new book to study, this book very appropriate to you. The book Language Matters: A Guide to
Everyday Questions About Language is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book
through the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Effie Peoples:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This particular book Language Matters: A Guide to Everyday
Questions About Language was colorful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book
Language Matters: A Guide to Everyday Questions About Language has many kinds or variety. Start from
kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and think that you are
the character on there. So , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy,
fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading which.

Travis Hargrove:

Guide is one of source of information. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen require book to know the change information of year to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the
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world. Through the book Language Matters: A Guide to Everyday Questions About Language we can take
more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To be creative person must choose to read a
book. Only choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life by
this book Language Matters: A Guide to Everyday Questions About Language. You can more appealing than
now.
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