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Modern states claim rights of jurisdiction and control over particular
geographical areas and their associated natural resources. Boundaries of
Authority explores the possible moral bases for such territorial claims by states,
in the process arguing that many of these territorial claims in fact lack any moral
justification. The book maintains throughout that the requirement of states'
justified authority over persons has normative priority over, and as a result
severely restricts, the kinds of territorial rights that states can justifiably claim,
and it argues that the mere effective administration of justice within a
geographical area is insufficient to ground moral authority over residents of that
area. The book argues that only a theory of territorial rights that takes seriously
the morality of the actual history of states' acquisitions of power over land and
the land's residents can adequately explain the nature and extent of states' moral
rights over particular territories. Part I of the book examines the interconnections
between states' claimed rights of authority over particular sets of subject persons
and states' claimed authority to control particular territories. It contains an
extended critique of the dominant "Kantian functionalist" approach to such
issues. Part II organizes, explains, and criticizes the full range of extant theories
of states' territorial rights, arguing that a little-appreciated Lockean approach to
territorial rights is in fact far better able to meet the principal desiderata for such
theories. Where the first two parts of the book concern primarily states' claims to
jurisdiction over territories, Part III of the book looks closely at the more
property-like territorial rights that states claim - in particular, their claimed rights
to control over the natural resources on and beneath their territories and their
claimed rights to control and restrict movement across (including immigration
over) their territorial borders.
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Modern states claim rights of jurisdiction and control over particular geographical areas and their associated
natural resources. Boundaries of Authority explores the possible moral bases for such territorial claims by
states, in the process arguing that many of these territorial claims in fact lack any moral justification. The
book maintains throughout that the requirement of states' justified authority over persons has normative
priority over, and as a result severely restricts, the kinds of territorial rights that states can justifiably claim,
and it argues that the mere effective administration of justice within a geographical area is insufficient to
ground moral authority over residents of that area. The book argues that only a theory of territorial rights that
takes seriously the morality of the actual history of states' acquisitions of power over land and the land's
residents can adequately explain the nature and extent of states' moral rights over particular territories. Part I
of the book examines the interconnections between states' claimed rights of authority over particular sets of
subject persons and states' claimed authority to control particular territories. It contains an extended critique
of the dominant "Kantian functionalist" approach to such issues. Part II organizes, explains, and criticizes the
full range of extant theories of states' territorial rights, arguing that a little-appreciated Lockean approach to
territorial rights is in fact far better able to meet the principal desiderata for such theories. Where the first two
parts of the book concern primarily states' claims to jurisdiction over territories, Part III of the book looks
closely at the more property-like territorial rights that states claim - in particular, their claimed rights to
control over the natural resources on and beneath their territories and their claimed rights to control and
restrict movement across (including immigration over) their territorial borders.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Summing Up: Recommended." -- CHOICE

"Simmons's important book diagnoses a fundamental "boundary" problem for contemporary political theory,
and there is much to learn about territorial questions from its pages. As the best developed Lockean account
of boundaries, it is essential reading for anyone interested in these matters." -- Notre Dame Philosophical
Reviews

About the Author

A. JOHN SIMMONS is Commonwealth Professor of Philosophy and Professor of Law at the University of
Virginia. He has been an editor of the journal Philosophy & Public Affairs since 1982. He is the author of
Moral Principles and Political Obligations (1979), The Lockean Theory of Rights (1992), On the Edge of
Anarchy: Locke, Consent, and the Limits of Society (1993), Justification and Legitimacy: Essays on Rights
and Obligations (2000), Is There a Duty to Obey the Law? For and Against (with C.H. Wellman) (2005),
Political Philosophy (OUP, 2008), and many other publications on topics in moral, political, and legal
philosophy. He has edited the books International Ethics (1985) and Punishment (1995) and has chaired the
University of Virginia's Philosophy Department and its Program on Political and Social Thought.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jordan Miller:

Book is usually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important thing to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A guide Boundaries of Authority will make
you to always be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about every thing.
But some of you think in which open or reading a book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun.
Why they are often thought like that? Have you seeking best book or appropriate book with you?

Marvin Davidson:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the subject Boundaries of
Authority suitable to you? The actual book was written by renowned writer in this era. The book untitled
Boundaries of Authorityis the main of several books in which everyone read now. This book was inspired
lots of people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new way of measuring that you

PDF File: Boundaries Of Authority 3



Read and Download Ebook Boundaries Of Authority PDF Public Ebook Library

ever know ahead of. The author explained their concept in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily
to be aware of the core of this publication. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now.
To help you to see the represented of the world within this book.

Zandra Woods:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specifically book
entitled Boundaries of Authority your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect
that maybe unknown for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a guide
then become one form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get prior to. The Boundaries of
Authority giving you yet another experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful
details for your better life with this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern the following is your
body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a. Do you want to
try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Samuel Crader:

Beside this kind of Boundaries of Authority in your phone, it can give you a way to get closer to the new
knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh through the oven
so don't be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Boundaries of
Authority because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you oftentimes have book
but you do not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this inside
your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still
want to miss that? Find this book as well as read it from at this point!
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