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In the 1960s, the architects of Britain's Archigram group and Archigram
magazine turned away from conventional architecture to propose cities that move
and houses worn like suits of clothes. In drawings inspired by pop art and
psychedelia, architecture floated away, tethered by wires, gantries, tubes, and
trucks. In Archigram: Architecture without Architecture, Simon Sadler argues
that Archigram's sense of fun takes its place beside the other cultural agitants of
the 1960s, originating attitudes and techniques that became standard for
architects rethinking social space and building technology. The Archigram style
was assembled from the Apollo missions, constructivism, biology,
manufacturing, electronics, and popular culture, inspiring an architectural
movement -- High Tech -- and influencing the postmodern and deconstructivist
trends of the late twentieth century.

Although most Archigram projects were at the limits of possibility and remained
unbuilt, the six architects at the center of the movement, Warren Chalk, Peter
Cook, Dennis Crompton, David Greene, Ron Herron, and Michael Webb,
became a focal point for the architectural avant-garde, because they redefined the
purpose of architecture. Countering the habitual building practice of setting walls
and spaces in place, Archigram architects wanted to provide the equipment for
amplified living, and they welcomed any cultural rearrangements that would
ensue. Archigram: Architecture without Architecture -- the first full-length
critical and historical account of the Archigram phenomenon -- traces Archigram
from its rediscovery of early modernist verve through its courting of students, to
its ascent to international notoriety for advocating the "disappearance of
architecture."
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In the 1960s, the architects of Britain's Archigram group and Archigram magazine turned away from
conventional architecture to propose cities that move and houses worn like suits of clothes. In drawings
inspired by pop art and psychedelia, architecture floated away, tethered by wires, gantries, tubes, and trucks.
In Archigram: Architecture without Architecture, Simon Sadler argues that Archigram's sense of fun takes its
place beside the other cultural agitants of the 1960s, originating attitudes and techniques that became
standard for architects rethinking social space and building technology. The Archigram style was assembled
from the Apollo missions, constructivism, biology, manufacturing, electronics, and popular culture, inspiring
an architectural movement -- High Tech -- and influencing the postmodern and deconstructivist trends of the
late twentieth century.

Although most Archigram projects were at the limits of possibility and remained unbuilt, the six architects at
the center of the movement, Warren Chalk, Peter Cook, Dennis Crompton, David Greene, Ron Herron, and
Michael Webb, became a focal point for the architectural avant-garde, because they redefined the purpose of
architecture. Countering the habitual building practice of setting walls and spaces in place, Archigram
architects wanted to provide the equipment for amplified living, and they welcomed any cultural
rearrangements that would ensue. Archigram: Architecture without Architecture -- the first full-length
critical and historical account of the Archigram phenomenon -- traces Archigram from its rediscovery of
early modernist verve through its courting of students, to its ascent to international notoriety for advocating
the "disappearance of architecture."
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Editorial Review

Review

Simon Sadler chronicles the encounter between fantastic technology and the built imagination orchestrated
by Archigram during a unique decade. The rigorous historical knowledge offered by his book does nothing
to lessen the excitement their designs still generate.

(Jean-Louis Cohen, Sheldon H. Solow Professor in the History of Architecture, Institute of Fine Arts, New
York University, and Director, Institut français d'architecture, Paris)

Long overdue, Simon Sadler's book finally gives us a meticulous ideological history of the evolution of
Archigram, one which will prove invaluable to all future accounts of British architectural culture during the
1960s.

(Kenneth Frampton, Ware Professor of Architecture, Columbia University)

Until recently, no one knew quite where to plug Archigram into the history of 20th-century architecture.
Bursting with radical ideas and paper projects about architectural practice and its constructions, it was safely
filed under 'the swinging sixties'. But a reevaluation has been under way over the last ten years, showing
Archigram to be still influential (more than ever, actually) and still relevant to thinking about the built
environment. First came the exhibitions; now this full-length study by Simon Sadler, another first.
Archigram: Architecture Without Architecture carefully tells the story of this informal grouping of idealistic
young architects, and draws lessons for today. Welcome back to the plug-in city….

(Christopher Frayling, Royal College of Art, London)

About the Author

Simon Sadler is Associate Professor of Architectural and Urban History at the University of California,
Davis.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Homer Douglas:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys
this aren't like that. This Archigram: Architecture without Architecture (MIT Press) book is readable by you
who hate those straight word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable reading through
experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer associated with
Archigram: Architecture without Architecture (MIT Press) content conveys prospect easily to understand by
most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different as it. So , do you
nonetheless thinking Archigram: Architecture without Architecture (MIT Press) is not loveable to be your
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top list reading book?

Lucille Davis:

The ability that you get from Archigram: Architecture without Architecture (MIT Press) is a more deep you
digging the information that hide into the words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean
that this book is hard to recognise but Archigram: Architecture without Architecture (MIT Press) giving you
enjoyment feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by
means of anyone who read this because the author of this guide is well-known enough. That book also makes
your own personal vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go along with you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this particular Archigram: Architecture
without Architecture (MIT Press) instantly.

Tiffaney Serna:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, small story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not striving Archigram: Architecture without
Architecture (MIT Press) that give your fun preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading
behavior all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world much better then how
they react to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man but for all of
you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all you who want to start reading as your good habit,
you could pick Archigram: Architecture without Architecture (MIT Press) become your own personal starter.

Dorothy Payne:

As a student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's soul or real their leisure
activity. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know
that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Archigram: Architecture without Architecture (MIT Press) can make you
sense more interested to read.
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