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In Unbowed, Nobel Prize winner Wangari Maathai recounts her extraordinary
journey from her childhood in rural Kenyato the world stage. When Maathai
founded the Green Belt Movement in 1977, she began a vital poor people’s
environmental movement, focused on the empowerment of women, that soon
spread across Africa. Persevering through run-ins with the Kenyan government
and personal losses, and jailed and beaten on numerous occasions, M aathai
continued to fight tirelessly to save Kenya' s forests and to restore democracy to
her beloved country. Infused with her unique luminosity of spirit, Wangari
Maathai’ s remarkable story of courage, faith, and the power of persistenceis
destined to inspire generations to come.
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In Unbowed, Nobel Prize winner Wangari Maathai recounts her extraordinary journey from her childhood in
rural Kenyato the world stage. When Maathai founded the Green Belt Movement in 1977, she began avital
poor people’ s environmental movement, focused on the empowerment of women, that soon spread across
Africa. Persevering through run-ins with the Kenyan government and personal losses, and jailed and beaten
on numerous occasions, Maathai continued to fight tirelessly to save Kenya' s forests and to restore
democracy to her beloved country. Infused with her unigue luminosity of spirit, Wangari Maathai’s
remarkable story of courage, faith, and the power of persistence is destined to inspire generations to come.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Maathai, a 2004 Nobel Peace Prize laureate, presents a matter-of-fact account of her rather exceptional lifein
Kenya. Bornin 1940, Matthal attended primary school at atime when Kenyan girls were not educated; went
onto earn a Ph.D. and became head of the Department of Veterinary Anatomy at the University of Nairobi
before founding Kenya's Green Belt Movement in 1977, which mobilized thousands of women to plant trees
in an effort to restore the country's indigenous forests. Because Kenya's environmental degradation was
largely dueto the policies of acorrupt government, she then made the Green Belt Movement part of a
broader campaign for democracy. Maathai endured personal attacks by the ruling powers-President Moi
denounced her as a"wayward" woman-and engaged in political activities that landed her in jail several
times. When anew government came into power in 2002, she was el ected to Parliament and appointed
assistant minister in the Ministry for Environment and Natural Resources. Despite workmanlike prose, this
memoir (after The Green Belt Movement) documents the remarkabl e achievements of an influential
environmentalist and activist. Photos not seen by PW.

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist

*Starred Review* The mother of three, the first woman in East and Central Africato earn a doctorate, and
the first African woman to receive the Nobel Peace Prize, Wangari Maathai of Kenya understands how the
good earth sustains life both as a biologist and as a Kikuyu woman who, like generations before her, grew
nourishing food in the rich soil of Kenya's central highlands. In her engrossing and eye-opening memoir, a
work of tremendous dignity and rigor, Maathai describes the paradise she knew as a child in the 1940s, when
Kenyawas a"lush, green, fertile" land of plenty, and the deforested nightmare it became. Discriminated
against as afemale university professor, Maathai has fought hard for women's rights. And it was women she
turned to when she undertook her mission to restore Kenya's decimated forests, launching the Green Belt
Movement and providing women with work planting trees. Maathai's ingenious, courageous, and tenacious
activism led to arrests, beatings, and death threats, and yet she and her tree-planting followers remained
unbowed. Currently Kenya's deputy minister for the environment and natural resources, Nobel laureste,
visionary, and hero, Maathai has restored humankind'sinnate if nearly lost knowledge of theintrinsic
connection between thriving, wisely managed ecosystems and health, justice, and peace. Donna Seaman
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review

“Wangari Maathai’s memoir is direct, honest, and beautifully written—a gripping account of modern
Africa strials and triumphs, a universal story of courage, persistence, and success against great oddsin a
noble cause.” —President Bill Clinton"Wangari Maathai is the rare leader who knows how to create
independence, not dependence. On the page as in person, her example makes each of us alittle stronger,
wiser and braver than we ever thought we could be.” —Gloria Steinem”“Compelling. . . . A striking reminder
that the peace award, more than any other Nobel honor, recognizes success achieved through tremendous
adversity.” —The Seattle Times' Inspirational. . . . Ms. Maathai will not be beaten down.” —The
Economist“[Maathai’ s story provides uplifting proof of the power of perseverance—and of the power of
principled, passionate people to change their countries and inspire the world.” —The Washington Post

Users Review

From reader reviews:
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Donald Gullett:

Book isto be different per grade. Book for children till adult are different content. Aswe know that book is
very important usually. The book Unbowed: A Memoir has been making you to know about other expertise
and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The publication
Unbowed: A Memoir is not only giving you far more new information but also to get your friend when you
sense bored. Y ou can spend your own personal spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship
together with the book Unbowed: A Memoir. Y ou never truly feel lose out for everything if you read some
books.

Edward Foland:

Reading a publication can be one of alot of exercise that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading
book so. There are alot of reasons why people likeit. First reading abook will give you alot of new details.
When you read a reserve you will get new information because book is one of a number of ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you more imaginative. When you
looking at a book especialy fiction book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the figures do it
anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to some others. When you read this Unbowed: A Memoir, it
ispossibleto tells your family, friends and also soon about yours publication. Y our knowledge can inspire
the others, make them reading a book.

Byron Angle:

People livein this new morning of lifestyle always aim to and must have the time or they will get lots of
stress from both daily life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely of
course. Peopleis human not only arobot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do you have when
the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer can unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading publications. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the actual book you have read
will be Unbowed: A Memoir.

Hermelinda Anthony:

Reading a book to be new life style in thisyr; every people loves to examine a book. When you read a book
you can get alarge amount of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has alot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that
you have read. If you need to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself read afiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and also soon.
The Unbowed: A Memoir provide you with new experience in looking at a book.
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