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The publication in 1632 of Galileo’s Dialogue on the Two Chief World Systems,
Ptolemaic and Copernican marked a crucial moment in the ‘ scientific revolution’
and helped Galileo become the ‘father of modern science’. The Dialogue
contains Galileo’s mature synthesis of astronomy, physics, and methodology, and
acritical confirmation of Copernicus's hypothesis of the earth’s mation.
However, the book also led Galileo to stand trial with the Inquisition, in what
became known as ‘the greatest scandal in Christendom’.

In The Routledge Guidebook to Galileo's Dialogue, Maurice A. Finocchiaro
introduces and analyzes:

- theintellectual background and historical context of the Copernican
controversy and Inquisition trial;

- the key arguments and critiques that Galileo presents on both sides of the
‘dialogue’;

- the Dialogue’ s content and significance from three special points of view:
science, methodology, and rhetoric;

- the enduring legacy of the Dialogue and the ongoing application of its approach
to other aress.

Thisis an essential introduction for all students of science, philosophy, history,
and religion wanting a useful guide to Galileo’ s great classic.
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The publication in 1632 of Galileo’s Dialogue on the Two Chief World Systems, Ptolemaic and Copernican
marked a crucial moment in the ‘ scientific revolution’ and helped Galileo become the ‘ father of modern
science’. The Dialogue contains Galileo’s mature synthesis of astronomy, physics, and methodology, and a
critical confirmation of Copernicus's hypothesis of the earth’s motion. However, the book also led Galileo to
stand trial with the Inquisition, in what became known as ‘ the greatest scandal in Christendon’.

In The Routledge Guidebook to Galileo's Dialogue, Maurice A. Finocchiaro introduces and analyzes:

- theintellectual background and historical context of the Copernican controversy and Inquisition trial;

- the key arguments and critiques that Galileo presents on both sides of the ‘dialogue’;

- the Dialogue' s content and significance from three special points of view: science, methodology, and
rhetoric;

- the enduring legacy of the Dialogue and the ongoing application of its approach to other areas.

Thisisan essential introduction for al students of science, philosophy, history, and religion wanting a useful
guideto Galileo’s great classic.
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Editorial Review
Review

" This Guidebook isan excellent introduction to Galileo's classic.” - Smon Mitton, The Observatory
Magazine, December 2014

"Well-known Galileo expert Finocchiar o providesthe necessary guidance to understand the historical
context, the intellectual background, and the key argumentsthat Galileo presented... Part of " The
Routledge Guidesto the Great Books" series, it will be a good resource for faculty using a great books
curriculum. Summing Up: Recommended.” M -K Hemenway, University of Texas at Austin, in CHOICE

" Finocchiaro describesin alucid and rigorous way the arguments and critiques that Galileo presented
in the Dialogue, and he assesses the content and the significance of the book from three special points
of view: science, methodology, and rhetoric ... This scholarly introduction to Galileo’'s achievements
will be welcomed by anyone teaching the history of science or simply curious about how we cameto
know that the Earth isin motion.” - William R. Shea, The Catholic Historical Review

" No other book on Galileo that | know of ... delivers such a detailed and crystal clear step by step
explanation to thereader of the Dialogue by commenting on the scientific, philosophical,
methodological, rhetorical and other aspects of all the various themes and subthemesthat aretreated
during the Four Days of discussions between three noble gentlemen." - J.C. van den Berg

" The Routledge Guidebook to Galileo’ s Dialogue per suasively showsthat the value of Galileo’swork
transcends questions of right or wrong, martyr or heretic, science or religion, demonstrating how we
might still learn from him to engage convincingly in intellectual debate." - Crystal Hall, ISS

"1 and many futurereaderswill be grateful to Finocchiaro for hisbook’s stimulating and useful
analyses. His Guidebook has both deepened my own under standing of the Dialogue' s argumentation
and often sent me back to that remarkabletext ... | can imagine no better starting point than this
book." - Michael H. Shank, Science & Education

About the Author

Maurice A Finocchiaro is Distinguished Professor of Philosophy, Emeritus; University of Nevada, Las
Vegas. He has written and translated numerous works on Galileo and the history of science including Galileo
on the World Systems: A New Abridged Translation and Guide (1997) and The Essential Galileo (2008).
Users Review

From reader reviews:

Virgil Arriola:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you can
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add your knowledge by the reserve entitled The Routledge Guidebook to Galileo's Dialogue (The Routledge
Guides to the Great Books). Try to make book The Routledge Guidebook to Galileo's Dialogue (The
Routledge Guides to the Great Books) as your good friend. It means that it can being your friend when you
experience alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it isvery fortuned in
your case. The book makes you more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So ,
let us make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Clarence Bowen:

This The Routledge Guidebook to Galileo's Dialogue (The Routledge Guides to the Great Books) are
generally reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The reason of this The
Routledge Guidebook to Galileo's Dialogue (The Routledge Guides to the Great Books) can be one of the
great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple reading food but feed you actually
with information that possibly will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can
bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this The
Routledge Guidebook to Galileo's Dial ogue (The Routledge Guides to the Great Books) giving you an
enormous of experience such asrich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we understand it
useful in your day activity. So, let's haveit and revel in reading.

Scott Foust:

The book untitled The Routledge Guidebook to Galileo's Dialogue (The Routledge Guides to the Great
Books) is the guide that recommended to you to see. Y ou can see the quality of the publication content that
will be shown to you actually. The language that publisher use to explained their way of doing something is
easily to understand. The copy writer was did alot of investigation when write the book, and so the
information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. Y ou also could get the e-book of The
Routledge Guidebook to Galileo's Dialogue (The Routledge Guides to the Great Books) from the publisher
to make you alot more enjoy free time.

Laura Burnham:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the seaworld or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Routledge Guidebook to Galileo's
Dialogue (The Routledge Guides to the Great Books), you may enjoy both. It is excellent combination right,
you still wish to missit? What kind of hang type isit? Oh seriously its mind hangout men. What? Still don't
have it, oh come on its called reading friends.
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