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The works of Anne, Charlotte, and Emily Brontë are among the best-known in
English literature. From the masterly fusion of romance and realism in Wuthering
Heights to the passion and drama of Jane Eyre, the works of these three sisters
have captured the hearts and imagination of readers everywhere. Their tragic,
real-life stories only contribute to the timeless attraction to these three brilliant
writers. With The Oxford Companion to the Brontës, Christine Alexander and
Margaret Smith provide a comprehensive volume about the lives, works, and
reputations of the Brontë sisters, together with their father, Patrick, an author in
his own right, and their brother, Branwell who, along with his sister Charlotte,
created the imaginary world of Angria. This authoritative guide is organized in
an easy-to-use A-Z format, offers extensive cross-referencing, and provides
chronologies of the sisters' work, including a list of juvenilia, first line of poems
and Brontë art, as well as maps and illustrations for quick, easy study and further
research. In addition, the authors offer insight into the publishing history,
biographical studies, collectors and museums, book illustrations, and theoretical
and critical approaches to the Brontës' writing. The Oxford Companion to the
Brontës is a unique and fascinating guide that will appeal to all lovers of English
literature.
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masterly fusion of romance and realism in Wuthering Heights to the passion and drama of Jane Eyre, the
works of these three sisters have captured the hearts and imagination of readers everywhere. Their tragic,
real-life stories only contribute to the timeless attraction to these three brilliant writers. With The Oxford
Companion to the Brontës, Christine Alexander and Margaret Smith provide a comprehensive volume about
the lives, works, and reputations of the Brontë sisters, together with their father, Patrick, an author in his own
right, and their brother, Branwell who, along with his sister Charlotte, created the imaginary world of Angria.
This authoritative guide is organized in an easy-to-use A-Z format, offers extensive cross-referencing, and
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
For almost two centuries both general readers and scholars have been intrigued by the writings that sprang
from the fertile imaginations of a curate's children raised on the moors of Yorkshire. Covering not only the
three Bronte sisters who have attracted the most attention (Anne, Charlotte, and Emily) but also their brother,
Branwell, and their father, Patrick, this guide provides a wealth of information about their lives and works
and the society in which they lived, as well as historical and critical perspectives on their writings. The more
than 1,000 alphabetically arranged entries include lengthy articles on each Bronte and his or her individual
works and shorter entries on characters and places in the writings and real people, places, and other entities
associated with them. In addition, numerous substantive thematic and topical entries (for example, Art of the
Brontes, Health and medicine, Psychoanalytic approaches) help to elucidate the Brontes' world and their
creative output. Bibliographical references generally accompany longer entries, and a selective bibliography
appears at the end of the volume. The latter provides no references to relevant Internet sites, an unfortunate
omission, since useful tools for studying the Brontes are available on the Web. Additional features include a
generous network of cross-references, a number of black-and-white illustrations, a chronology, and a section
that identifies dialect and obsolete words in the Brontes' writings. Providing an overview of the entire work
is a classified index that arranges entries into topical categories, enabling users to find, for example, all
entries relating to adaptations of the Brontes' works or to places where they traveled.

As Bronte scholars, Alexander and Smith are highly qualified to have undertaken this project, and they and
the seven other contributors have created a valuable compendium of impeccable scholarship. Containing
more than twice as many entries as The Brontes: A to Z (Facts On File, 2003), this excellent guide is the most
comprehensive and scholarly reference companion to the Brontes now available. It is highly recommended
for all academic libraries and larger public libraries. Marie Ellis
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
'wonderfully detailed' Christopher Hirst and Christina Patterson, Independent 'This book is a must...A
treasure trove of a book' Brian Maye, Irish Times

About the Author

Christine Alexander is Professor of English at the University of New South Wales. Her books include the
multi-volume Edition of the Early Writings of Charlotte Brontë (1987-91), The Art of the Brontës (1995),
and the British-academy prize-winning book The Early Writings of Charlotte Brontë (1982). She has also
published widely on gothic literature, Jane Austen, critical editing, literary juvenilia, and landscape
gardening. Margaret Smith is Fellow of the Institute of Advanced Research in Arts and Social Sciences,
University of Birmingham. She has edited many of the Brontës' works, including The Professor, Jane Eyre,
Shirley, Villette, and The Tenant of Wildfell Hall, and the Brontë letters.

Users Review

From reader reviews:
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Donna Wood:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a reserve your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand up than
other is high. For you who want to start reading any book, we give you this specific The Oxford Companion
to the Brontës book as nice and daily reading book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Joseph Benoit:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold
on guys this specific aren't like that. This The Oxford Companion to the Brontës book is readable simply by
you who hate the straight word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable looking at
experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer of The
Oxford Companion to the Brontës content conveys objective easily to understand by many individuals. The
printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different as it. So , do you continue to thinking
The Oxford Companion to the Brontës is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Marcella Cook:

The Oxford Companion to the Brontës can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. Many of us
recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in
words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The article writer giving
his/her effort that will put every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing The Oxford Companion to the
Brontës nevertheless doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource
information that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can drawn you into fresh stage of
crucial thinking.

Catherine Gober:

Publication is one of source of knowledge. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen want book to know the up-date information of year for you to year. As we know
those publications have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around
the world. By the book The Oxford Companion to the Brontës we can consider more advantage. Don't one to
be creative people? Being creative person must prefer to read a book. Merely choose the best book that ideal
with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life with that book The Oxford Companion to the
Brontës. You can more pleasing than now.
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