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On Christmas Day, 1991, President George H. W. Bush addressed the nation to
declare an American victory in the Cold War: earlier that day Mikhail Gorbachev
had resigned as the first and last Soviet president. The enshrining of that
narrative, one in which the end of the Cold War was linked to the disintegration
of the Soviet Union and the triumph of demacratic values over communism, took
center stage in American public discourse immediately after Bush's speech and
has persisted for decades—with disastrous consequences for American standing
in the world.

As prize-winning historian Serhii Plokhy revealsin The Last Empire, the collapse
of the Soviet Union was anything but the handiwork of the United States. On the
contrary, American leaders dreaded the possibility that the Soviet
Union—weakened by infighting and economic turmoil—might suddenly
crumble, throwing al of Eurasiainto chaos. Bush was firmly committed to
supporting his ally and personal friend Gorbachev, and remained wary of
nationalist or radical leaders such as recently elected Russian President Boris

Y eltsin. Fearing what might happen to the large Soviet nuclear arsenal in the
event of the union's collapse, Bush stood by Gorbachev as he resisted the
growing independence movements in Ukraine, Moldova, and the Caucasus.
Plokhy's detailed, authoritative account shows that it was only after the
movement for independence of the republics had gained undeniable momentum
on the eve of the Ukrainian vote for independence that fall that Bush finally
abandoned Gorbachev to hisfate.

Drawing on recently declassified documents and original interviews with key
participants, Plokhy presents a bold new interpretation of the Soviet Union's final
months and argues that the key to the Soviet collapse was the inability of the two
largest Soviet republics, Russia and Ukraine, to agree on the continuing existence
of aunified state. By attributing the Soviet collapse to the impact of American
actions, US policy makers overrated their own capacities in toppling and
rebuilding foreign regimes. Not only was the key American role in the demise of
the Soviet Union a myth, but this misplaced belief has guided—and
haunted—American foreign policy ever since.
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On Christmas Day, 1991, President George H. W. Bush addressed the nation to declare an American victory
in the Cold War: earlier that day Mikhail Gorbachev had resigned as the first and last Soviet president. The
enshrining of that narrative, one in which the end of the Cold War was linked to the disintegration of the
Soviet Union and the triumph of democratic values over communism, took center stage in American public
discourseimmediately after Bush's speech and has persisted for decades—with disastrous consequences for
American standing in the world.

As prize-winning historian Serhii Plokhy revealsin The Last Empire, the collapse of the Soviet Union was
anything but the handiwork of the United States. On the contrary, American leaders dreaded the possibility
that the Soviet Union—weakened by infighting and economic turmoil—might suddenly crumble, throwing
al of Eurasiainto chaos. Bush was firmly committed to supporting his ally and personal friend Gorbachev,
and remained wary of nationalist or radical leaders such as recently elected Russian President Boris Y eltsin.
Fearing what might happen to the large Soviet nuclear arsenal in the event of the union's collapse, Bush
stood by Gorbachev as he resisted the growing independence movements in Ukraine, Moldova, and the
Caucasus. Plokhy's detailed, authoritative account shows that it was only after the movement for
independence of the republics had gained undeniable momentum on the eve of the Ukrainian vote for
independence that fall that Bush finally abandoned Gorbachev to his fate.

Drawing on recently declassified documents and original interviews with key participants, Plokhy presents a
bold new interpretation of the Soviet Union's final months and argues that the key to the Soviet collapse was
the inability of the two largest Soviet republics, Russia and Ukraine, to agree on the continuing existence of a
unified state. By attributing the Soviet collapse to the impact of American actions, US policy makers
overrated their own capacities in toppling and rebuilding foreign regimes. Not only was the key American
role in the demise of the Soviet Union a myth, but this misplaced belief has guided—and

haunted—American foreign policy ever since.
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Editorial Review

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Betty Abbott:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or goal; it means that guide has different
type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time to read abook. They are really reading whatever
they have because their hobby is definitely reading a book. How about the person who don't like studying a
book? Sometime, individual feel need book after they found difficult problem or maybe exercise. Well,
probably you will want this The Last Empire: The Final Days of the Soviet Union.

Donald Lombard:

Reading a guide can be one of alot of action that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book so. There are alot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading areserve will give you alot of new
info. When you read areserve you will get new information due to the fact book is one of several waysto
share the information or their idea. Second, reading a book will make a person more imaginative. When you
studying a book especialy tale fantasy book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to some others. When you read this
The Last Empire: The Final Days of the Soviet Union, you could tells your family, friends and also soon
about yours e-book. Y our knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a e-book.

Anita Cannon:

Spent afree time and energy to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you fedl it? Do you want to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book is usually option to fill your totally
freetime/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want
to try out look for book, may be the publication untitled The Last Empire: The Final Days of the Soviet
Union can be good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Jose Garcia:

This The Last Empire: The Final Days of the Soviet Union is great publication for you because the content
which can be full of information for you who aso always deal with world and also have to make decision
every minute. That book reveal it data accurately using great arrange word or we can point out no rambling
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sentencesinsideit. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole detailsin it. Doesn't mean it only
provides straight forward sentences but difficult core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having
The Last Empire: The Final Days of the Soviet Union in your hand like having the world in your arm, facts
initisnot ridiculous one particular. We can say that no guide that offer you world within ten or fifteen
minute right but this guide already do that. So, it is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. busy do you till
doubt this?
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